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INTRODUCTTCN 

For many y e a r s  t h e r e  has been a cont inuing e f f o r t  i n  t h e  petroleum indus t rg  t o  
increase  t h e  amount of d i s t i l l a t e  products obtained from crude o i l .  Th i s  e f f o r t  has  
been motivated by t h e  h igher  value of d i s t i l l a t e  o i l s  and t h e  poor economics of  adding 
t h e s e  h igher  va lue  d i s t i l l a t e  o i l s  t o  v iscous  r e s i d u e s  t o  make'them marketable a s  
f u e l s .  h r i n g  t h e  pas t  decade some progress  h z s  been made on t h i s  problem. The r e s i -  
dues from c e r t a i n  crudes can be  processed e f f e c t i v e l y  by thermal v isbreaking  t o  in- 
crease s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  y i e l d s  of d i s t i l l a t e  o i l s .  The res idues  from any crude can 
be processed e i t h e r  by coking t o  make l a r g e l y  d i s t i l l a t e  o i l s  and coke or by hydro- 
d e s u l f u r i z a t i o n  to  remove s u l f u r  a s  wel l  as t o  convert  any requi red  amount of t h e  
asphal t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  many r e f i n e r s  today g a i n  d i s t i l l a t e  v i e l d  by burning viscous 
r e s i d u a l  o i l s  as r e f i n e r y  f u e l  t o  avoid t h e  blending-off of l i g h t e r  o i l s  requi red  in  
t h e  marketing o f  No. 6 Fuel  O i l .  The product ion and burning of s o l i d  petroleum p i t c h  
goes one s t e p  f u r t h e r  than  t h e  use of a v i scous  res idue .  By concent ra t ing  f u r t h e r  
t h e  heavy- r e s i d u a l  o i l s  t h a t  t h e  r e f i n e r  now burns ,  a d d i t i o n a l  d i s t i l l a t e  o i l  is 
removed and t h e  a s p h a l t i c  por t ion  is converted t o  a hard ,  b r i t t l e  s o l i d  which can be 
handled and burned a s  a s o l i d  f u e l .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  advantages i n  going 
t o  t h i s  added degree of reduct ion  of  petroleum res idues .  
s t o r e d  and t r a n s p o r t e d  more e a s i l y  than viscous f u e l  which r e q u i r e s  hea t ing  t o  keep 
i t  pumpable when t h e  f u e l  use is beyond t h e  immediate r e f i n e r y  a rea .  (2) The reduced 
y i e l d  of r e s i d u a l  f u e l  when making a s o l i d  p i t c h  r e s i i l t s  i n  a higher  y i e l d  o f  more 
galuahle d i s t i l l a t e  o i l .  While t h i s  d i s t i l l a t e  o i l  is "d i r ty"  by normal s tandards  
f o r  d i s t i l l a t e  s t o c k s ,  improved r e f i n i n g  techniques i n  modi f ica t ions  t o  c a t a l y t i c  
cracking and i n  hydrocracking w i l l  now r e a d i l y  accept  such o i l s  a s  charge s tocks .  
(3) The process ing  required t o  produce a s o l i d  petroleurn p i t c h  is  more simple and 
l e s s  c o s t l y  than is required f o r  e i t h e r  coking o r  hvdrodesulffur izat ion.  

(1) A s o l i d  f u e l  can  be  

DECRIPTIOY OF SOLID PETROLEUM PITCH 

Sol id  petroleum p i t c h  is an a s p h a l t  concent ra te  from crude o i l  where enough o i l  
has  been removed from t h e  a s p h a l t  t o  produce a high melt ing poin t ,  coal- l ike s o l i d .  
This m a t e r i a l  i s  b r i t t l e  and e a s i l y  pulver ized;  i t  can be s t o r e d  o u t s i d e  without 
fus ing  o r  agglomerat ing and makes an e x c e l l e n t  s o l i d  f u e l  having considerable  less 
ash  and more BTU'S per pound than  cozl .  Table  I gives  a b r i e f  summary of t h e  p h y s i c a l  
p roper t ies  of petroleum pi tch  compared t o  bituminous c o a l ,  a coa l  t a r  p i t c h  and 

-petroleum coke. Although not  shown in t h i s  t a b l e ,  petroleum p i t c h  is more s i m i l a r  t o  
c e r t a i n  n a t u r a l  occuring bi tumens,  such a s  g i l s o n i t e  than i t  is t o  coke, c o a l  o r  c o a l  
t a r  p i tch .  Petroleum p i t c h  d i f f e r s  from c o a l  and petroleum coke i n  t h a t  i t  has a 
mel t ing  or s o f t e n i n g  point .  T h i s  s o f t e n i n g  poin t  is h igh  enough, however, (about 
350'F.) t o  a l low p i t c h  t o  be s t o r e d  i n  40-foot p i l e s  a t  170'F. without  the agglom- 
e r i z a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c l e s .  
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Needless t o  say ,  t h e  advantage f o r  producing a s o l i d  petroleum pi tch  from a 
crude o i l  w i l l  vary widely and w i l l  be most advantageous t o  those  r e f i n e r s  having 
h igh  asphal t -conten t  c rudes  and in a depressed  market ing a r e a  f o r  r e s i d u a l  f u e l  o i l s .  
In looking  t o  t h e  future ,  t h e  need f o r  such  a process  is expected t o  increase  when 
o u r  f u e l  economy must r e l y  more heavi ly  on low-gravity c rudes ,  tar s a n d s ,  and low 
grade  hydrocarbon deposi ts .  

Table  I 

PROPERTIES OF VARIOUS CARBCYACEDUS SOLIDS 

Typical  
Petroleum Bituminous Coal Tar Pe t r o leum 

P i t c h  Coal P i t c h  Coke (Gelayedl 

S p e c i f i c  G r a v i t y  1.05-1 U - 1.20-1.30 1.2 8-1 . 42 

S o l u b i l i t y  i n  Benzene: % 75-99 - 45-75 - S o f t e n i n g  Point: OF. 3 0 0 4 0 0  - 110-320 none 

V o l a t i l e  Matter: % 50-70 34 40-50 8- 17 
Heat ing Matter: gTn/Lb. 16,500-17.600 14,400 - 14,600-16.000 

MANUFACTURE OF SOLID PETROLEUM PITCH 

It can been seen from t h e  v o l a t i l e  c o n t e n t  in Table I t h a t  petroleum p i t c h  is a 
concent ra te  of t h e  a s p h a l t i c  m a t e r i a l  i n  crude.  
is inc luded  w i t h  normal vacuum reduced c r u d e s ,  a p i t c h  can be produced whose as -  
p h a l t e n e  concent ra t ion  is s u f f i c i e n t l y  high to  impart  hardness  p r o p e r t i e s ,  %hich 
permit  s a t i s f a c t o r y  handl ing.  s t o r i n g ,  g r i n d i n g  and burning as a s o l i d  f u e l .  For 
c e r t a i n  crudes which have very hard  a s p h a l t s ,  it is poss ih le  t o  produce s o l i d  petro-  
leum p i t c h  by simply i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s e v e r i t y  of normal r e f i n e r v  vacuum d i s t i l l a t i o n '  
by 50" t o  100'F. (cor rec ted  t o  760 nun. Hg 1. C e r t a i n  Miss i ss ippi  and Venezuelan 
Crudes are of t h i s  type. Such crudes a r e  g e n e r a l l y  .low i n  API g r a v i t y  and suffi- 
c i e n t l y  h i g h  i n  v i s c o s i t y  t o  meet t h e  No. 6 Fuel  O i l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  upon removal o f  3. 
f e w  per  c e n t  of gasol ine.  B a x t e r v i l l e  Crude,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  can b e  d i s t i l l e d  t o  pro- 
duce 5% g a s o l i n e  with t h e  remaining 95% b e i n g  a heavy f u e l  o i l .  
a tmospheric  and vacuum d i s t i l l a t i o n s  ( the  l a t t e r  c a r r i e d  a t  a t  1070.F. c o r r e c t e d  to  
760 m. Hg) , there is obtained from t h i s  c rude  5% o f  g a s o l i n e ,  24% of furnace  o i l ,  
46% of f a i r - q u a l i t y  c a t a l y t i c  cracking charge s t o c k ,  and 26% o f  a 360.F. s o f t e n i n g  
p o i n t  p i tch .  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  opera t ion  i s  g iven  in Figure  1. By v s r v i n g  the s e v e r i t y  of d i s -  
t i l l a t i o n ,  p i t c h e s  o f  vary ing  s o f t e n i n g  p o i n t  can be obta ined;  however, h ieher  
s o f t e n i n g  p o i n t  p i tches  are more d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y  t o  produce and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
gas  o i l s  a r e  of h igher  carbon r e s i d u e s  and meta l  contents .  
l a t e r ,  it is be l ieved  t h a t  p i t c h e s  of 350°F. minimum s o f t e n i n g  point  can b e  handled 
and burned in  most burners  designed f o r  e i t h e r  coal  or  heavy f u e l  o i l  w i t h  but minor 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  and it is e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  lower s o f t e n i n g  poin t  (275*-32S*F.) 
p i t c h e s  can be handled and burned i n  s p e c i a l l y - d e s i g n e d  e q u i p e n t .  Yields  and in- 
s p e c t i o n  d a t a  f o r  p i tch  and c a t a l y t i c  c r a c k i n g  charge s t o c k  produced a i  t h r e e  sever-  
i t i e s  of vacuum reduct ion from B a x t e r v i l l e  Crude are given i n  Table 11, 

By removing o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  o i l  which 

Bya combination of 

A s i m p l i f i e d  flow diagram f o r  one o f  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  methods f o r  

AS w i l l  be discussed 

The use  of  vacuum d i s t i l l a t i o n  t o  produce p i t c h  is l i m i t e d  t o  crudes containing 

Thermal v isbreaking  of 
a s p h a l t s  of  very  low o i l  conten t  (hard a s p h a l t s ) .  For o t h e r  crudes it is necessary 
t o  remwe a p o r t i o n  o f  the o i l  from t h e  asphal f  by cracking. 
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Table I1 

P i t c h  

I 

! 

I ki 

I 

k 

I ,.' 
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YIELDS AND INSPECTÎ !:S OF PITCXES AVD CXTALYTIC CFACFTXG STCCKS 
FWM SEVERAL SEVERITIES OF VACCIiM REDUCING R4XTERVTZLE CRUDE 

Moderately 
b!ild Severe Severe 

Vacuum Va cu um Vacuum 
Reduct ion Reduc t iona Reduction 

Yield:- X by Vol. of  Crude 33.5 
Ring and Ball  S o f t e n i n g  

'Point  : OF. 275 

C a t a l y t i c  Cracking Charge Stock 
Yield: X by Vol. o f  Crude 37.7 
Carbon Residue, Conradson: % 0.64 
Vanadium: PPM 0.13 

Flash Temperature, Corrected 
t o  760 Mm. Hg: OF. 96 9 

25.7 17.9 

360 441 

45.5 
1 ? 5 8  
0.70 

53.8 
3.32 
3.40 

1004 8 1201 

------------ 
aRecommended reduct ion  t o  produce a s o l i d  f u e l .  

blq%en charging a gasoline-f r e e  B a x t e r v i l l e  Crude t o  vacuum tower. 

the norma-1 vaccum res idue  from many crudes concent ra tes  t h e  asphal tenes  by " c r a i k i n g  
out" t h e  o i l  S O  i t  can r e a d i l y  by removed by atmospheric d i s t i l l a t i o n . *  Yere a g a i n ,  
when producing p i t c h  by v isbreaking ,  t h e  a s p h a l t  charge t o  t h e  v isbreaker  mus t  be 
r e l a t i v e l y  h a r d ,  p re ferab ly  above 160°F. s o f t e n i n g  poinr ;  o therwise  a verv severe 
v isbreaking  o p e r a t i o n  is necessary  o r  t h e  subsequent d i s t i l l 2 t i o n  must be c a r r i e d  
out  under vacuum. 4 t y p i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  t o  produce p i t c h  from a 12.5% reduced Eastern 
Venezuela Crude (165.F. s o f t e n i n g  poin t )  requi res  s ingle-pass  v isbreaking  a t  furnace  
condi t ions  of 915.F. o u t l e t  temperature and 200 psig.  pressure.  Operat ing condi t ions  
i n  t h i s  range a r e  p r a c t i c a l  f o r  heavy vacuum reduced crudes3 a s  evidenced by s e v e r a l  
v i s b r e a k i n g , o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  convent ional  purposes now c a r r i e d  out  i n  G u l f ' s  r e f i n e r i e s .  
By v isbreaking  a 5.2 'API vacuum reduced Eastern Venezuela Crude and d i s t i l l i n g  t h e  
v isbreaker  r e s i d u e ,  t h e  fo l lowing  y i e l d s  of products  a r e  obtained:  13.3% gasol ine  and 
naphtha, 13.3% furnace  o i l ,  15.6% c a t a l y t i c  c racking  charge s t o c k ,  12.2% f u e l  o i l ,  and 
45.396 p i tch .  The inspec t ions  of t h e  d i s t i l l a t e  products  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  products  
ob ta ined  from delayed coking and a r e  given i n  Table 111. m e  process  f low,  which is 
shown diagrzmmatical ly  i n  Figure 2 ,  i s  t v p i c a l  of thermal  v isbreaking  except  f o r  t h e  
handl ing  of t h e  v i s b r e a k i n g  e f f l u e n t .  The v i s b r e a k e r  e f f l u e n t  is d i s t i l l e d  a t  
a tmospheric  p r e s s u r e  i n  t h e  presence of 5 t o  40 pounds of  steam p e r  b a r r e l  of charge 
t o  o b t a i n  an approximately 35O0F. s o f t e n i n g  poin t  p i t c h  and a c r a c k i n g  s t o c k ,  a s  w e l l  
as  l i g h t e r  d i s t i l l a t e s .  A more severe  v i s b r e a k i n g  o p e r a t i o n  would reduce t h e  
steam requirements. - 

Most Venezuelan Crudes and domest ic  crudes conta in ing  h a r d  a s p h a l t s  such a s  East 
Texas, C a l i f o r n i a ,  e t c . ,  are very r e a d i l y  processed by v i s b r e a k i n g  t o  produce s o l i d  
pi tch.  Crudes with s o f t e r  a s p h a l t s  r e q u i r e  more severe  v i s b r e a k i n g  and d i s t i l l a t i o n s  
condi t ions  than t h o s e  given above f o r  t h e  Eas te rn  Venezuela r e s i d u e ,  and high s o f t e n -  
i n g  petroleum p i t c h e s  have been prepared f r o n  Kuwait. West Texas, and Mid Continent 
Crudes. '' 

J 
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Table I11 

PRODUCTION OF PITCH BY THE.9MAL VISBREAKIFlG 
FOLLOIVED BY ATMOSPYERIC REDUCTION 

OF REDrJCED f3STERY VENEZTIEIAN CRUDE 

300'F. End Poin t  Gasol ine (10 RVP) 
Yields: % by Vol. 
Sul fur :  % 
Research Octane No., +3 Cc. TEL. 

300 O-400 "F. Naphtha 
Yield: % by V o l .  

Furnace . O i l  F r a c t i o n  
Yield: % by Vol .  
Su l fur :  % 
Gravity: 'API 
C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  Fac tor  

C a t a l y t i c  Charge Stock 
Yield: % by Vol .  
Su l fur :  4, 
Ctiarac te r iza t ion  Fac tor  
Carbon Residue 

Heavy Gas O i l  
Yield: "k by V o l .  
Carbon Residue. Conradson: % 

P i t c h  
Y i e l d :  % by V o l .  
Sof ten ing  Point :  OF. 

8 .0  
0.61 

85.6 

5.3 

13.3 
I. 83 

31.2 
11.34 

15.6 
2.02 

11.62 
0.8 

12.2 
13.9 

45.3 
3 64 

'1 
In t h e  manufacture of  p i t c h ,  i t  is necessary t o  provide a means of cool ing 

and s o l i d i f y i n g  t h e  p i t c h  after removal from t h e  atmospheric o r  vacuum d i s t i l l a t i o n  
column. The most p r a c t i c a l  means for  most l o c a t i o n s  is through the use of  a continu- 
ous moving s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  b e l t .  
poured cont inuously onto t h e  b e l t ,  which i s  cooled from beneath by water and may be 
cooled with a u x i l i a r y  water  sprays  on top. P i t c h  produced by t h i s  manner cons is t s  
of f l a k e s  about  one-quarter i n c h  t h i c k  which break a t  random i n t o  p ieces  one t o  s i x  
inches  a c r o s s .  The p i t c h  r e a d i l y  s e p a r a t e s  from t h e  s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  b e l t  upon 
cool ing  because of i t s  d i f f e r e n t  c o e f f i c i e n t  of expansion. A photograph of p i tch  
produced i n  t h i s  manner is shown i n  Figure 3. Such m a t e r i a l  is q u i t e  b r i t t l e  and 
breaks r e a d i l y  upon handl ing.  With handl ing t h e r e  i s  produced only a very small 
amount of f i n e s  which are not  troublesome. There a r e  o ther  methods which may be 
more d e s i r a b l e  i n  c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  cool ing  and s o l i d f y i n p  t h e  h o t  l i q u i d  pi tch.  
These inc lude  the use  of l a r g e  cool ing  p i t s  i n t o  which t h e  p i t c h  is pumped as a hot 
l i q u i d  and allowed t o  cool  s lowly  i n  the atmosphere i n  a l a r g e  mass. When s o l i d ,  
t he  p i t c h  is then broken up and moved w i t h  power shovels .  Hot l i q u i d  p i t c h  a l s o  my 
be  s o l i d i f i e d  by spraying  i n t o  water  o r  steam, or it m y  be s o l i d i f i e d  on a water- 
cooled  r o t a r y  drum. From our exper ience ,  however, t h e  s i m p l e s t  and mast convenient 
method is  t h a t  of  the  cont inuous moving b e l t .  

The hot  p i t c h  from the  d i s t i l l a t i o n  column is 

1 

1' 
I 
, 
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5.  
USES OF TETRCLEUM .PITCH 

Because of t h e  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of c rudes  and r e s i d u e s  processed i n  t h e  pe- 
troleum i n d u s t r y ,  any scheme f o r  producing s o l i d  petroleum p i t c h  which would be 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  impcoving the  r a t i o  of d i s t i l l a t e  t o  r e s i d u a l  o i l s  would produce so much 
p i t c h  tha t  a f u e l  market must be  considered as its primary use. Thus, i t  was on t h e  
b a s i s  of a f u e l  market t h a t  economics and process  developments were c a r r i e d  out. 
Even a smal l  u n i t  charging 5000 b a r r e l s  per  day of Eastern Venezuela res idue  would 
produce 430 tons per day of  pi tch.  I n  cons ider ing  t h e  use  of  petroleum p i t c h  a s  a 
f u e l  i t  was necessary t o  determine the  minimum s o f t e n i n g  poin t  t h a t  would al low t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n ,  s t o r a g e  and gr inding  i n  hot weather without t h e  p i t c h  becoming tacky o r  
p l a s t i c  and poss ib ly  fusing.  I t  was found t h a t  these  p r o p e r t i e s  of  p i t c h  depended 
on the  crude source  and method of production. For a t y p i c a l  p i t c h  from Eas te rn  
Venezuela Crude, it was found t h a t  a 350'F. r i n g  and b a l l  s o f t e n i n g  p o i n t  viis suffi- 
c i e n t l y  high t o  prevent  f u s i o n  a t  temperatures  and pressures  which would be en- 
countered under almost any circumstance. Figure 4 presents  a p l o t  of i n c i p i e n t  
f u s i o n  temperature  of Eas te rn  Venezuela p i t c h  a s  a f u n c t i o n  of p i t c h  s o f t e n i n g  poin t  
when under a pressure  equiva len t  t o  40 f e e t  of p i tch .  This  i n c i p i e n t  f u s i o n  tempera- 
t u r e  is t h e  temperature a t  which p a r t i c l e s  f i r s t  adhere to  one another  b u t  r e a d i l y  
break a p a r t  with s l i p h t  handling. From t h i s  p l o t  i t  can be seen  t h a t  a 350.F. 
sof ten ing  p o i n t  p i t c h  only begins  t o  fuse a t  170'F. a t  t h e s e  condi t ions .  T t  is not  
u n t i l  temperatures of about L5.F. higher  t h a t  f u s i o n  becomes s e r i o u s  and permanent. 
Thus, an Eas te rn  Venezuelan p i t c h  of 350'F. s o f t e n i n g  poin t  can be s t o r e d  i n  p i l e s  
40 f e e t  high a t  170'F. before  any evidence of  p a r t i c l e  adherence occurs. 
lower sof ten ing  poin t  p i t c h e s  would be s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  l o c a t i o n s  with lower alobient 
temperatures, 
evaluated i n  a two-foot diameter  Babcock and Wilcox exper imenta l  cyclone furnace.6 

Obviously, 

The burning c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  350.F. s o f t e n i n g  poin t  p i t c h  have been 

Severa l  modi f ica t ions  were made t o  t h e  normal opera t ion  of t h e  cyclone furnace .  

1. Cold a i r  was used i n  p u l v e r i z i n g  and charging t h e  p i t c h  so i t  would 
n o t  melt before  enkiri-iiig t h e  furnace.  

2. An ash with a s u i t a b l e  f u s i o n  temperature was added t o  t h e  p i tch  t o  
form a f l u i d  s l a g  coa t ing  on t h e  wal l s  of  t h e  cyclone. 

The ash which was added was from t h e  burning of c o a l  and t h e  q u a n t i t y ,  5%. was chosen 
a r b i t r a r i l y .  This q u a n t i t y  could have undoubtedly been reduced or t h e  s l a g  could  
have been recyc ied  if no such m a t e r i a l  were cont inuously a v a i l a b l e .  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  p i t c h  were e x c e l l e n t  i n  every r e s p e c t .  The flame was s t a b l e  
and c l e a n ,  t h e  appearance of t h e  s t a c k  was e x c e l l e n t ,  and the  oxygen content  of t h e  
f l u e  gas was 2% i n d i c a t i n g  about  10% excess  a i r .  
i n g i t i o n ,  d u s t  car ryover ,  o r  f lame propagat ion.  There was no b u i l d  up of s l a g  i n  
t h e  combustion chamber, and t h e  burner  i t s e l f  was c l e a n  wi th  no b u i l d  up of p i tch .  
The carbon l o s s  t o  t h e  s t a c k  was below t h a t  obtained with c o a l  f i r i n g ,  which is i n  
rho range of  one pound per  1000 pounds of f l u e  gas. During the t e s t ,  no p a r t i c u l a r  
e f f o r t  was made t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  gr inding  of t h e  p i t c h  o r  t h e  s i z e  of the  s l a g  p a r t i -  
c l e s .  The p i t c h  W P S  ground i n  a hammermill and found t o  crush more r e a d i l y  than  coa l .  
About twice the  percentage passing through a 200-mesh screen  was obtained from pi tch  
than from c o a l  us ing  t h e  same crushing  equipment. Based on t h e  observa t ions  o f  t h e s e  
t es t  runs,  the  furnace  equipment manufacturer b e l i e v e s  t h a t  petroleum p i t c h  is a 
s u i t a b x e  f u e l  f o r  a cyclone furnace  and t h a t  it can be f i r e d  wi thout  d i f f i c u l t y .  
provided the  minor modi f ica t ion  t o  the f u r n a c e  mentioned previous ly  a r e  made. 
cornparision with bituminous c o a l ,  petroleum p i t c h  h a s  a number of d i s t i n c t  advantages 
f o r  use as a b o i l e r  f u e l .  It is much e a s i e r  t o  p u l v e r i z e ,  r e q u i r i n g  lower power and 
rraintenance c o s t s ;  i t  r e q u i r e s a  reduced c a p i t a l  c o s t  by e l i m i n a t i n g  the  requirements 
f o r  f ly-ash removal equipment; and i t  has e x c e l l e n t  i g n i t i o n  and burn ing  p r o p e r t i e s  
and a high BTU Content. 

The burning 

There were no problems w i t h  

I n  



6 .  
There are mauy o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  and p o t e n t i a l  uses  for petroleum pitch. o t h e r  

than t h a t  of f u e l .  
Petroleum p i t c h  a s  was mentioned e a r l i e r  i s  somewhat similar t o  c e r t a i n  n a t u r a l  
bitumens occuring i n  the  western part of  the  United S t a t e s .  Petroleum p i t c h  is 
p o t e n t i a l l y  cheaper and undoubtedly could be used f o r  many o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  now 
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  bitumens. Petroleum p i t c h  can be used satis- 
f a c t o r i l y  a s  a b inder  f o r  carbonaceous m a t e r i a l s ,  a l thcugh f o r  t h i s  purpose it is 
not  q u i t e  as  good as c o a l  tar p i t c h  because of its h igher  v o l a t i l e  conten t .  Anather 
use f o r  p i t c h  is i n  b e n e f i c i a t i o n  o f  non-coking coa ls  when added i n  2 m u n t s  of 10% 
t o  2G%. Various p i t c h e s  have a l s o  been t e s t e d  f o r  many o t h e r  lower volume uses. 

A summary i n  Table  JV gives p r o p e r t i e s  of  s e v e r a l  pi tches .  

PRODERTIES OF DISTILIATE PRODUCTS FROM PIT€?? VAMJFACTURE 

The economic advantage t o  t h e  petroleum indus t ry  i n  making p i t c h  is t h a t  of 
o b t a i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  y i e l d s  of  g a s o l i n e ,  furnace o i l ,  and c a t a l y t i c  cracking charge 
s t o c k  and decreased y i e l d s  of No. 6 Fuel  @il. 

\men producing p i t c h  by vacuum d i s t i l l a t i o n ,  a l l  d i s t i l l a t e  o i l s  a r e  s t r a i g h t  
" 

run s t o c k s  .and r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  t rea tment  only when t h e  crude is high i n  n i t rogen  or  
s u l f u r  conten t  o r  when t h e  heavy gas o i l  conta ins  more metals o r  a h i$er  carbon 
r e s i d u e  t h a n  is d e s i r e d  f o r  c a t a l y t i c  cracking.  

. t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  gas o i l  f r a c t i o n  from producing a 360°F. s o f t e n i n g  poin t  p i t c h  is 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  a c a t a l y t i c  c r a c k i n g  s t o c k  but  t h a t  the..furnace o i l  requi res  de- 
s u l f u r i z a t i o n  t o  meet p r e s e n t  day s u l f u r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

' 

Data from B a x t e r v i l l e  Crude i n d i c a t e  

When producing p i t c h  by v i s b r e a k i n g  fol lcwed by d i s t i l l a t i o n ,  t h e ' r e s u l t i n g  
g a s o l i n e  and furnace o i l  f r a c t i o n s  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  t reatment  because of t h e i r  poor 
s t a b i l i t y ,  high . s u l f u r  c o n t e n t ,  and t h e  low octane number of t h e  @soline, A l a rge  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  g a s  o i l  f r a c t i o n  can be c a t a l y t i c a l l y  cracked without  a pretreatment ,  
but  t r e a t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  gas o i l  f r a c t i o n  w i t h  hydrogen g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  amount 
o f  o i l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a t a l y t i c  cracking.  Inspect ions of d i s t i l l a t e  f r a c t i o n s  from 
s e v e r a l  crudes when making p i t c h  by v isbreaking  fol lowed by d i s t i l l a t i o n  a r e  given 
i n  Table  V. Many of t h e s e  d i s t i l l a t e  f r a c t i o n s  have been c a t a l y t i c a l l y  t r e a t e d  with 
hydrogen i n  t h e  labora tory  and all have shown cons iderable  improvement. For example, 
a pretreated,w@tha had a n a p h t k o e  conten t  s l i e h t l y  ;higher than t h a t  of s t r a i g h t  run 
Kuwait nagfithaand was shown t o  be  a b e t t e r  reformer charge s tock.  
f r a c t i o n s  were e a s i l y  t r e a t e d  with hydrogen t o  produce premium Wo. 2 Ft:e1 O i l s .  
The heavy gas o i l s ,  e i t h e r  t re .a ted  or  u n t r e a t e d ,  were found t o  be n o t  q u i t e  a s  socd 
as s t r a i g h t  run o i l s  f o r  use a s  c racking  s tocks .  
t i o n s  and cracking c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of these  s t o c k s  is given i n  Table  V I .  

The furnace  o i l  

A comparison of  t h e  the  inspec- 

ECON(?MICS 

The economics o f  producing s o l i d  petroleum p i t c h  can vary  widely depending upon 
t h e  crude s o u r c e ,  the r e f i n e r y  l o c a t i o n  and the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of i d l e  tbernal cracking 
ecwipment. I l l u s t r a t i v e  economic s t u d i e s  showed a payout time a f t e r  income tax of 
5.6 years f o r  making p i t c h  from B a x t e r v i l l e  Crude by vacuum d i s t i l l a t i o n  when assum- 
ing  a v a l u e  o f  $8 per  ton  for  p i t c h .  
a BTU b a s i s  one ton of petroleum p i t c h  (17,000 BTU per  pound) is equiva len t  t o  
about  one and one-third tons of bituminous c o a l  (14,000 R T U  per ocund). -2 ravout  
t i m e  of 3.4 years  was obta ined  f o r  mzking p i t c h  by v isbreakingavacuum reduced 
Eas te rn  Venezuela Crude and then d i s t i l l i n g  the  v isbreaker  res idue.  
c racking  equipment were a v a i l a b l e ,  t h i s  payout time would be even lower. This 
l a t t e r  payout is q u i t e  a t t r a c t i v e ,  but i n  each case  both economfcs and an adequate 
and permanent market must b e  developed. 

l3is va lue  f o r  p i t c h  is conserva t ive  s i n c e  on 

If i d l e  thermal 
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8. 
Table v 

Reduced Crude 
Charge Baxt8mdlI.e 

33.3 

Carban Residue: % 34.9 
%= Softening Point: 'E'* 280 

1-9 
58 -4 

30OeF. E.P. Gasoline 

Gravity: *API 
sluur, L: % 0.88 
Research Methodr Octane Bo. 
Clear 68 .O 
+3 cce TEL 76.2 

Yield, P by Pol. 

2.4 
LL.8 Gravity: *API 

sulfur, L: % l J 7  
Research Method: Octane NO. 
Clear &9*2 

w, %by Vole 

+3 Cc. TEL 57.2 

Yield ,  % b y  Vole 5.5 
G r d t y :  O A P I  30.5 
Sulfur, BraunShell: % 2-57 
Aniline Point: OF. 129 

Characterization Factor ll.50 

Characterization Factor ll.70 

Furnace Oil 

Cracking Stock 
-01. 

6700~. IBP Gaa Oip 
Gravlty: O d P I  19.1 
6dfur ,  &amshall: % 3-36 
Sedimemt: % 

dsTM D 473-48 0.02 
Carbon Residue, Conradson: % 0.7 
Ash, Humble: % 0.0004 
Metals: PPM 

Vanadium 0.02 
W i C h I  0.08 

Characterization Factor ll.53 

7 -1 

2.9. 
10.0 Gravity: 'API 

Carbon Residue, Conradson: % l&.l 
Characterization Factor 11.30 

Sulfur, Eiraun-Shell: % 3.61 

Western 
Venezuela 

L6.L 
162 
253 

10.1 
63.2 
0.8& 

79.0 
87.2 

6.7 
LL.1 
1.34 

60.8 
70.2 
11.43 

14.7 
29.6 
2-34 
118 
11.39 

19.3 
15.5 
20 94 

Q).Ol 
1-03 
0.0002 

0.08 
0 005 
11.33 

9.3 
7 -1 
2.96 
13.4 
Ll8 

E a s t e r n  
Venezuela 

ll.5 
180 
26.5 

8.8 
63.5 
0.72 

77.9 
05.6 

5.3 
Wk8 

55.7 
65 -8 
11-67 

- 

13 e3 
31.2 
1-83 
129 
ll.52 

18.1 
19.0 
2 . n  

a l e 0 1  
1.12 
0 -0057 

0 e03 
* 0.07 
11.55 

9.7 
8 -5 
2e3L 
16.5 
11.30 

Kuwait - 
1L.4 
165 
27 -7 

ll.2 
61r.3 
0.93 

73.0 
Bo.3 

6.5 
44.7 
1.30 

R e 0  
60.6 
n.66 

l4.5 
27 e9 
3.b7 
l l 4  
u.25 

u. 9 

5.20 

0.01 
1.04 

13.0 

o.mol 

0.05 
11.05 

l.2 -7 
1.0 
6.l2 
16.6 
10.66 

0.03 
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Table V I  

CATALITIC CRACKIN3 cEIARAC~SI1cCS OF 
VIEGININ, CATALXTIC AND VISBREAKEFt G A S  OILS 

Charge Stock Pmperties 
Gravity:: O A P I  
sulfur: % 
Carbon Residue: % 
Vanadium, PPM 
Characterization Factor 

Conversion: % by V o l m ~  

Yields: % by Volume 
Depropanized Gasoline 
Light Catalytic Gas Oil 
Heavy Catalytic Gas oil 
Coke 
Gasoline: Coke Ratio 

Kuwait H e w  
CatalytLc 
Gas Oil 

25.6 
18 07 
L7.1 
6.6 
3.9 

9. 

Gas Oil From 

t o  Make Pitch 
Visbrealdng 
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F I G U R E  I 

PRODUCTION OF PITCH BY VACUUM REDUCTION 

NAPHTHA 
FURNACE 

OIL  

C ATALY T IC 
1-1 CRACKING 
I, C H A R G E  

TO PPI  N G VACUUM ATMOSPHERIC 
REDUCTION DlSTl  L L A T I O N  

FIGURE 2 
PRODUCTION OF P I T C H  BY V I S B R E A K I N G  
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REDUCED 
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T 
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GASOLINE 
NAPHTHA 
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PITCH HEAVY CATALYTIC 
GAS CRACKING 
01 L CHARGE 

VISBREAKING ATMOSPHERIC PARTIAL ATMOSPHERIC 
STEAM CONDENSER DIST ILLATION 
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F i g i r e  3 
PEl'RdLEL?I PITCH PRODUCED BY CdOLIPiC ON A STAINLESS STEa BELT 

FIGURE 4 
INCIPIENT FUSION PO I NT OF EASTERN VENEZUELA PITCH 
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STRUCTURE DETERMINATION OF RESINS FROM PITCH OF 
LOW-TEMPERATURE TAR BY COMBINED PYROLYSIS 

AND GAS-LIQUID CWROMATOGRAPHY 

Clarence Karr, J r . ,  Joseph R. Cornberiati, and Patricia A. Estep 

U. S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Mines, 
Morgantown Coal Research Center, Morgantown, W. Va. 

This report is the second by this laboratory on investigations of the composi- 
tion of the resins from pitch in connection with the Federal  Bureau of Mines' research 
on the nature of coal and its products. 
mination of resins by ring analysis and spectral characterization'. The present work 
involves structure determination of resins from pitch of low-temperature tar  by com- 
bined pyrolysis and gas-liquid chromatography. 

The f i r s t  report concerned the structure deter- 

. 

Pyrolysis o r  thermal degradation of complex substances is one of the oldest 
methods of structure determination. 
to isolate the pyrolysis products immediately upon formation so that they can be iden- 
tified before they a re  lost or  altered in secondary reactions. 
no previous reports in the literature on structure determination of resins from pitch 
by pyrolysis. 
however, because they a re  major components of the pitch, and, in the case of some 
bituminous ta rs ,  make up a s  much as half the weight of the total tar. 

Gas-liquid chromatography makes it possible 

There a r e  apparently 

The characterization of low-temperature tar resins is important, 

The conditions of .pyrolysis were chosen to yield, insofar a s  possible, p r i -  
mary products that would give the maximum information about the structure of the 
resin. The products of greatest interest were those large enough (C, and greater)  to 
yield meaningful clues to structure. The pyrolysis temperature was generally in the 
range 52O"-53O0C., or  above the temperature at which no volatile pyrolysis products 
a re  observed, and the heating time was only a few seconds. In addition, because the 
sample was heated in the absence of a i r  in a g l a s s  container, catalytic effects should 
have been quite low if not non-existent. 
'could be considered to represent primary fragments f rom the resin molecule. 

Under these conditions the pyrolysis products 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Many pyrolysis experiments were made under a wide variety of conditions to 
gain some insight into the behavior of the various resins from several pitches. 
report has been limited to the experimental procedures and results that a re  of 
greater  interest. 

This 

I 
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Apparatus 

The pyrolysis apparatus consisted of a small coil (diameter, 1/8-inch) made 
from a 25.5-inch length of 28-gauge nichrome wire suspended in a stainless-steel 
chamber connected directly to a gas-liquid chromatographic unit by a short length of 
1/8-inch stainless-steel tubing, a s  shown in Figure 1. The chamber, the conpecting 
tubing, and a longer preheating section of tubing were all electrically heated to 
approximately the same temperature, which was a few degrees below the GLC column 
temperature. 
pyrolysis chamber into the column. A 30-second maximum electrical timing switch 
and powerstat were used to control the firing period and voltage for  the pyrolysis coil. 
The maxim- temperature obtained during fir&g was determined in calibration runs 
with a thermocouple; the helium flow and other conditions were the same as during the 
pyrolysis runs. This thermocouple was placed inside a glass tube, which in turn was 
inside the coil. T h e  thermocouple leads passed through gas-tight fittings in the lid of 
the pyrolysis chamber. 
itself was estimated by means of thin films of materials selected to mel t  at specified 
temperatures. 

Helium ca r r i e r  gas was passed through the preheat section and the 

In addition, the maximum temperature of the coil surface 

Two different columns were used in order  to determine the pyrolysis products 
under different conditions. One column was constnicted of 15 feet of l/.l-inch diam- 
eter  aluminum tubing and packed with 25 weight-percent polyphenyl ether on 30 to 60 
mesh  firebrick. The other column consisted of a 20-foot length of 1/4-inch copper 
tubing filled with 75 g. packing made from 25 percent Apiezon L grease on 30 to 60 
mesh firebrick. A column temperature of 220°C. was used so that relatively high- 
boiling products, such a s  phenols and naphthalenes, would be readily detected, if 
present. 

Gas-liquid chromatographic fractions were collected for  infrared spectra. 
The higher boiling fractions were  collected in 6-inch 18-gauge needles cooled in pow- 
dered dry ice. 
boiling fractions (below benzene) in order  to have enough cooling surface to condense 
this mater ia l  f rom its dilute mixture in the helium ca r r i e r  gas.  
then be warmed, and the evolved gas readily condensed in a 6-inch needle. The nee- 
dles were stoppered at both ends with Teflon plugs and kept in Dewar flasks filled 
with powdered dry ice until the infrared spectra could be obtained. To determine the 
spectra, each needle was given a single rinse with 15 pl. carbon disulfide introduced 
into the hub end with a micro syringe. 
of the needle into a 0 .5  mm. ultramicrocavity cell, which was then stoppered and 
placed in a liquid cell holder. 
denser in the spectrophotometer. 
elsewhere'. 

A U-trap of 1/4-inch aluminum tubing .was required for  the lower 

This U-trap could 

The solution was allowed to flow from the point 

The cel l  holder in turn was placed in the 6X beam con- 
The details of this cell holder have been described 

Pyrolysis resul ts  

The results of the pyrolysis of the semi- solid, benzene-soluble, petroleum 
ether-insoluble res in  f rom Nugget, Wyoming, subbituminous coal tar pitch may be 
cited a s  an example. 
to 175"C., using a sealed glass tube technique. 

The resin w a s  pyrolyzed at about 528%. in a chamber preheated 
This procedure consisted of placing 

I 
I 

i 
about 25 mg. of the finely divided resin in a glass capillary tube that was then evacuated, \ 

I 
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Figure 1. Pyrolysis apparatus for sealed glass tube 
technique. 
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sealed, and inserted in the coil. 
volts, the tube shattered at  8.4 seconds. 
tube after this length of time was determined from the calibration runs with a thermo- 
couple. 
gas-liquid chromatographic column by the s t ream of helium. The pyrolysis residue 
appeared to consist of a mixture of char  and an unknown amount of essentially unal- 
tered resin. 

With th is  size sample and a setting of about 22.5 
The maximum temperature inside the glass 

The volatile pyrolysis products were swept immediately and directly into the 

Although the resin is subjected to a high pressure in the last few seconds 
b e f o r e  the tube shatters, this increased pressure  has Little apparent effect on the 
nature of the pyrolysis products a s  compared to heating a f i l m  of- res in  on the coil. 
This was shown by depositing a thin layer of the resin from solution on a coil and 
firing at various 'mown maximum temperatures. 
the low molecular weight res ins  (M. 400 to 5 0 0 )  simply evaporated from the coil and 
were deposited on the cooler walls of the pyrolysis chamber. 
obtained on the chromatogram at the retention time for  a i r ,  which had apparently been 
trapped in the semi-solid resin f i l m .  There were no other peaks, indicating that the 
resin had been distilled at about 500 "C. without decomposition to lower boiling mate- 
rials. [This suggests the possibility that at least some of the resins found in tars 
produced by low-temperature carbonization (500 "C. ) a r e  essentially unaltered "coal 
molecules. fl] The medium molecular weight resins (M. 500 to 6 5 0 )  however, did not 
completely evaporate from the coil under these conditions, and at higher temperatures 
(around 5 3 0  "C. ), decomposition occurred. The chromatograms of these pyrolysis 
products were basically the same a s  those obtained with the sealed tube technique. 
The main difference between the two methods was the sharper, better resolved peaks 
with the sealed tube method. Pyrolysis of resins in evacuated sealed glass tubes thus 
had five distinct advantages: (1) no sample w a s  lost from the pyrolysis zone by evap- 
oration; (2 )  the resin was not heated on a metal  surface so possible catalytic effects 
were avoided; ( 3 )  the pyrolysis products were swept into the gas  chromatographic 
column during an exceedingly brief interval when the tube shattered; the resulting 
chromatogram had sharper and better resolved peaks; (4) the tube shattered SO vio- 
lently and into such small  pieces that no sample remained in the pyrolysis zone; and 
(5) the little "spike" produced on the recording by this pressure surge was an accurate 
indication of zero time. 

At coil temperatures around 500"C., 

A small peak was 

A typical chromatogram obtained with the subbituminous resin using the 
sealed tube technique and the Apiezon L column is shown in Figure 2. A recording 
with the methane peak 1 off-scale was chosen so that the minor component peak 1 2  
would be evident. (All peaks were recorded at the same attenuation. ) On other 
chromatograms, it w a s  c lear  that peaks 4 and 5 were separate. The relative reten- 
tions of the pyrolysis products producing these peaks a r e  compared with the relative 
retentions of pure compounds in Table I. The wavelengths of some of the observed 
infrared absorption bands of the trapped fractions corresponding to peaks 7 through 
I4 a re  also shown in Table 1, as well as the quantities of pyrolysis products deter- 
mined from corrected peak areas and spectra of trapped fractions. 
the pyrolysis products with relative retentions l e s s  than that for  n-pentane were not 
considered pertinent to the present work. 
ing that peaks 1 through 4 a r e  undoubtedly produced by the<, through C, hydrocarbons, 
all of which a re  gases. 

The identities of 

Nevertheless, evidence was obtained show- 

Several attempts were made to obtain evidence for  pyrolysis 

t 
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products with retention tinies greater  than that for  o-xylene. 
largest sample size of resin, the highest semitivity setting of the GLC apparatus, 
and a more  sensitive flame detector instead of a thermal conductivity detector, the 
recording beyond the o-xylene peak remained a straight h e ,  including the region 
for higher boiling compounds such a s  phenol and naphthalene. 
tions it w a s  k n o w n  that very small quantities of these compounds could be detected. 

However, even with the 

Under the s-e condi- 

In addition to the infrared absorption bands listed in Table 1, there  were 
several  bands, characteristic of M e r e n t  types of olefins, which were readily 
observed. These w e r e  bands at 10.14 and 1 1 . 0 6 ~  due to a-olefins, a band at 
1 1 . 3 0 ~  due to branched (2-position) a-olefins, a band a t  14.4% due to cis-olefins, 
a band at 10.38~ due to trans-olefins, and a band at 12.32+~ possibly due to branched 
internal olefins. The band a t  6. Ip due to the C=C stretching vibration in olefins was 
detected, this being a weak band as is observed for non-conjugated compounds. 
individual olefin compound could be identified with certainty. 
however, that most of these olefins had the same h iguy  branched carbon skeleton 
a s  the saturated hydrocarbons. This condition was verified by the complete absence 
of the band at 13.80~ due to the -(CHJ4- group o r  larger .  Conversely, the 8 . 5 7 ~  
band for  the "isopropyl" grouping of carbon atoms was frequently observed to be a 
major band. 
group. 

No 
It appeared likely, 

Bands at 7 . 2 3 ~  and 7.30~ also indicated the presence of the (CH,),CH- 

DISCUSSION 

From the large number of pyrolysis experiments that were made, it appeared 
from the repeated evidence of characterizing infrared absorption bands and the 
excellent agreement with relative retentions, that the 3 major liquid pyrolysis 
prociucts of the subbituminous resin were 2,3,4-trimethylpentane, 2,2,4-trimethyl- 
pentane, and benzene, in that order  of decreasing quantity. 
highly branched, relatively high carbon number (C,) satnrated hydrocarbons w a s  of 
unusual interest. 

The large quantity of 

A s  previously mentioned, it appeared reasonable to assume that, under the 
conditions adhered to in this work; these pyrolysis products represented primary 
fragments from the res in  molecule. 
were very likely free radicals a t  the instant of formation, that i s ,  that a f ree  radi- 
cal  mechanism was involved in the thermal degradation around 500°C. 
almost cer ta in  that the benzene rings found in the pyrolysis products existed as 
such in the resin molecule. These monocyclic aromatics (benzene, toluene, the 
3 xylenes) a r e  present in the same quantities a t  the threshold temperature for  
pyrolysis (slightly over 500 "C. ) a s  at  much higher temperatures (up to about 650 'C. ) -  
Non-catalytic aromatization is generally considered to become significant only for 
temperatures at o r  above about 650'C. 
rate of formation of aromatics  from non-aromatics at about 500 "C. is presumably 
too slow to account for their production during the 2 or  3 seconds that the resin is 
heated above 300 or  400 "C. DHONT has pyrolyzed a wide variety of pure compounds 
over "Chromosorb" at 550°C., the products being immediately analyzed by gas- 
liquid chromatography3. 
alcohol) yielded benzene a s  a pyrolysis product. Aliphatic compounds yielded no 
benzene under these conditions. 

It was recognized *&at the actual fragments 

It appears 

In the absence of specific catalysts, the 

Compounds containing a benzene ring (such as benzyl 



From the pyrolysis resul ts ,  it would appear that the resin molecule contains 

F r o m  previous work on the 
isolated benzene rings joined together by saturated, fused multi-ring systems with 
saturated bridge carbons, including quaternary carbons. 
resins a s  well as the non-resinous portions of the ta r ,  it i s  known that the great 
majority of alkyl groups on aromatic rings a r e  methyl groups, with very small amounts 
of ethyl and propyl groups, and negligible amounts of butyl groups. 
could contribute products only to the permanent gases, in particular methane. 
aliphatic compounds above C4 in the pyrolysis products must  therefore come from 
internal structures, that is, ring structures, rather than side chains. 

Thus alkyl groups 
The 

A resin molecule containing as part of its structure a unit like 5,6,6a,  7 ,8 ,  
12b-hexahydro-6,7-dimethylbenzo[c]phenanthrene could conceivably split up (with, of 
course, transfer of hydrogen from other structural units) to form 2,3,4-trimethyl- 
pentane, a s  shown in Figure 3.  Only those methyl groups required for the formation 
of 2,3,4-trimethylpentane a r e  shown; additional methyl groups would be present, a s  
determined in previous work'. One of the benzene rings in this unit could be released 
a s  such, or both benzene rings could be incorporated in the formation of the pyrolysis 
residue o r  char. The fact that the resins are rich in oxygen (10 to 15 weight-percent) 
whereas no oxygen-containing organic compounds could be identified in the volatile 
pyrolysis products would indicate that the oxygen-containing units in the resin (pr i -  
marily benzene rings with phenolic hydroxyl groups) a r e  involved in char formation. 
Under these circumstances, there would be a greater proportion of aliphatic compounds 
than aromatic compounds in the volatile products, such as was actually observed. 

Although the pyrolysis results might appear unusual o r  unexpected, neverthe- 
less  the general structure of the resins indicated by these results is the same as that 
indicated by ring analysis (including ring arrangement), infrared spectra, and ultra- 
violet spectra'. 
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Figure 2. Chromatogram of pyrolysis products from 
a subbituminous resin. 
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\ 
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Figure 3. A representation of the pyrolysis 
of a hypothetical resin molecule. 
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THE STRUCTURE OF PETROLEUM ASPHALTENES 
AS INDICATED BY PROTON MAGNETIC RFSONANCE 

By R. S. Winniford and M. Bersohn 
California Research Corporation, Richmond, California 

Introduction 

Proton magnetic resonance has been used in the past  t o  provide informa- 
t ion  on the s t ructure  o f  asphalt fractions.  
proton magnetic resonance data are  combined with infrared data t o  yield informa- 
t i o n  suggesting the s i ze  of the clusters  of arormtic rings in a number of asphalt  
fractions, including asphaltenes. Gardner, Hardman, Jones, and Wil l iams2 used pro- 
ton magnetic resonance t o  provide information on the s t ructure  of thermal diffusion 
fractions of petrolenes from an asphalt .  

In a paper by R. B. W i l l i a m s , '  the 

I n  the present study, the proton magnetic resonance data have been com- 
bined with other analyt ical  data and contributions from the  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  yield 
information about the s t ructures  of four asphaltenes. The folir asphaltenes include 
two asphaltenes from asphalt  crude o i l s ,  an asphaltene produced by air  blowing, and 
another produced through a cracking process. 

Proton k g n e t i c  Resonance Data 

Proton magnetic resonance spectra were obtained on a Varian Model A-60 
NMR spectrometer a t  14,090 gauss. 
used a s  a basis for quantitative analysis were taken with a sweep width of 1000 
cycles per second, a sweep time of 250 seconds, an R F  f i e l d  of 0.08 milligauss, 
and a f i l t e r  band width of one cycle per second. 

The solvent used w a s  carbon disulfide.  Spectra 

Characterist ic spectra for  the four asphaltenes a re  given in Figures 1, 
2, 3, and 4. The horizontal  scale of the spectra,  labeled PPM, shows the "chemical 
s h i f t "  downfield from a reference material, tetramethylsilane, a t  which the various 
proton types appear. The magnitude of the s h i f t  is  expressed in  par t s  per million 
of the reference f ie ld ,  14,090 gauss. 

The Varian A-60 spectrometer resolves the hydrogens into four cltisses. 
These classes are methylene, methyl, benzylic, and aromatic. Aromatic protons a r e  
seen at  6.5 to  8 ppm. 
gens give the t a l l  peak a t  1 .2  ppm, while the methyl protons produce the peak a t  
0.8 ppm on the shoulder of the methylene peak. 

The amplitude of the peaks i s  governed by the concentration of the par- 
t i c u l a r  hydrogen type and a l s o  by the instrument set t ings.  Thus, it has no abso- 
l u t e  value and the spectra have a purely a rb i t ra ry  v e r t i c a l  scale .  
of t h i s  study, only the in tens i ty  of the various peaks r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  of the 
methylene peak i s  required. 

Benzylic protons appear a t  2 t o  3 ppm. The Ethylen ic  hydro- 

For the purposes 

Enc1.-Tables I and 11 
Figures 1 through 8 

, (RD 622541, RD 522542, 
RF: 622497, RF 622498, 
RD 622499, and w 622500) 
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The peaks obtained were compared by planimetry. The repeatabi l i ty  i n  
t he  area measurement obtained t h i s  way was be t t e r  than 1% in the case o f  the large 
peaks. 
asphaltene from the air-blown California residuum, the repeatabi l i ty  was 2 6% to  8$. 
The peak fYom the a r o m t i c  proton of the Venezuelan aspha1tene.-was too small t o  
measure. 

For the smallest peaks, such as  that due t o  t h e , a r o m t i c  proton of the 

The error  in repea tab i l i t y  of the spectra' themselves w a s  negligible. 

Figure 1 shows the spectrum of an asphaltene from a Venezuelan crude o i l  
which is widely used for asphalt  manufacture. Figure 2 is the spectrum of an as- 
phaltene from a crude o i l  of t he  San Joaquin Valley Area i n  California. This o i l  
i s  d s o  widely used fo r  asphalt  manufacture. The spectrum of. Figure 3 i s  t ha t  of 
an asphaltene produced by laboratory a i r  blowing a t  475O F of the residuum fmm the 
California crude oil of Figure 2. 
tenes contained in the air-blown asphalt  a r e  formed in the air-blowing process. 
Figure 4 shows the spectrum of the benzene soluble, heptane insoluble asphaltenes 
produced in cracking the California residuum of Figure 2. This crackisg was done 
by a refinery thermal cracking un i t  operating a t  a temperature of 'WOO F. 

.. In  t h i s  process, about 85% of the t o t a l  asphal- 

Analy t ica l  data on these asphaltenes are  given i n  Table I. It is. recog- 
nized t h a t  asphaltenes are heterogeneous substances and that  these data, therefore, 
r e f e r  t o  the average composition. However, it is  not possible to  deviate very 
widely from these ana ly t i ca l  r e s u l t s  and s t i l l  have asphalt  fractions which retain 
the  so lub i l i t y  character is t ics  of the asphaltene class.3 

The areas under the peaks of Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 were measured for each 
of the classes of protons t o  give a quantitative measure of the r e l a t ive  amounts of 
each type of proton present. 
shown in the spectra between the peaks for the aromatic and benzylic protons. 

The base l i n e  for  these areas is that  o f t h e  minimum 

The areas so obtained were all divided by the area fo r  the methylenic pro- 
tons in tha t  par t icular  spectrum t o  provide r a t io s  between the  amounts of the d i f -  
ferent proton classes present. 

Average Molecular Structures 

These r a t i o s  are  given in Table II. 

Us- the r a t io s  between the four classes of hydrogens and other chemical 
and physical data, one can construct formuJas which are consistent with these data. 
This has been done t o  provide the average molecular structures of Figures 5, 6 ,  7, 
and 8. The r a t io s  between t h e  hydrogen types shown on the .figures are  those of the 
molecular structures drawn. They f i t  as closely as was possible the data of Table 
II on the asphaltenes. 

A br ief  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  the drawing of average asphaltene molecules may 
be desired at th i s  point. 
c l a s s i f i ca t ion  and t h a t  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  variation from molecule t o  molecule 
a r e  almost infinite. Also, t h e  average s t ructure  of various fractions from asphal- 
tenes w i l l  d i f f e r .  Nevertheless, there i s  an over-all  average ring size,  an average 
content o f  polar atoms, and some arrangements which a re  preferred over others.  For 
t he  very reason t h a t  the individual molecules a re  different ,  w e  are forced t o  con- 
s ide r  average structures.  We believe t h a t  these a re  su f f i c i en t ly  helpful i n  giving 
a general id.ea of the nature of the species t o  overcome the cr i t ic ism that they are 
only average structures.  

C- 

tures  portrayed nay b e  c i t e d  t h e  high mss spectrograph data of Clerc and O'FTeal'On 

It is recognized tha t  asphaltenes a r e  a heterogeneous 

Among t he  pertinent l i t e r a t u r e  which is d ram upon t o  arr ive at  the s t  
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asphalt, wherein polynuclear aromatic ring systems were ident i f ied  and a l so  the 
work of Carlson and O'Neal5 on heavy petroleum compounds wherein it was deduced 
tha t  the rings in these compounds were condensebtogether and tha t  the  a l ipha t ic  
portion of the molecule was primarily one lnng chain. Sergienko and Fustil'nikovaO 
and Fischer and Schram7 have conducted hydrogenation experitcents on asphalts lead- 
ing t o  the conclusion tha t  sulf'ur and oxygen compounds form the majority of the con- 
necting links between segments of the  asphaltene molecules. 
deduced from chemical analyses tha t  three f i f t h s  of the  bonds formed in  the air-blow- 
h g  process were e s t e r  bonds. Evidence tha t  the nitrogen in asphaltenes is primarily 
included i n  the condensed ring portion of the  molecule was provided by the studies 
of  Ball, e t  a1.9 Additional evidence regarding the  types of oxygen containing func- 
t i ona l  groups was provided by Knotnerus.10 X-ray d i f f rac t ion  studies by Erdman and 
coworker& indicated tha t  the asphaltenes consisted of systems of polynuclear -0- 
matic-plates carrying side chains and connecting links of paraf f in ic  nature. 
size of the condensed ring systems i n  the  molecules of Figures 5 through 8 is con- 
s i s t en t  with Erdman's X-ray d i f f rac t ion  data.n 

Gappel and Xnotaerus8 

The 

The molecular weights of the asphaltenes of t h i s  study were not determined. 
They are  assurned t o  f a l l  i n  the r 
is indicated by recent researchl2%7~13 on asphaltene molecular weights. I n  sys- 
tems where association of the a s  haltenes can occur, e x t r e u d y  high molecular weights, 
up to  500,000, can be obtained.$ However, where conditions of  the  determination 
a re  such as w i l l  minimize asphaltene association, the values appear t o  fa l l  i n  t h e  
v i c in i ty  o f  2000 t o  3000.6,7,13 A lower molecular weight is assumed f o r  the  cracked 
tar asphaltene, a s  it is  derived by degradation of na tura l  asphaltenes with breaking 
off of side chains and a l ipha t ic  connecting links between ring systems. 

e between 2000 and 3000 molecular weight which 

The a i r -b l am asphaltene of Figure 7 is purposely shown less condensed 
than the natural  asphaltenes (Figure 5 )  as the air-blown asphaltenes a re  =de by 
condensation and aromatization of the smaller and l e s s  polar r e s i n  molecules. 
natural-asphaltenes m y  a l so  polymerize; however, i n  the  air-blown California re- 
siduum the bulk of the asphaltenes come from nonasphaltene precursors. Ester links 
between th  segments a re  shown in accordance with the findings of Goppel and 
Knotnerus.' We suspect t ha t  these e s t e r  groups a r i s e  from the rearrangement of 
peroxide links which formed or ig ina l ly  through the coupling of f ree  radicals pro- 
duced by the reaction with oxygen. 

The 

The cracked t a r  asphaltene of Figure 8 is  r e l a t ed  t o  the na tnra lasphal -  
tene of Figure 6 and can be made from it by aromatizing portions of the ring system 
of Figure 6 and by breaking of f  a l ipha t ic  fragments from the  na tura l  asphaltene. 
These processes are known t o  occur i n  cracking of petroleumhydrocarbons. 

A few hypothetical structures for  asphaltenes have been presented in t h e  
l i t e r a tu re .  
data reported i n  t h i s  paper. 
contains too muc 
Carlson, e t  al,ltf is much too low in methylene hydrogen and also has too much benzylic 
and noc enough methyl. The structure drawn by Gardner, Hardman, Jones, and Wil l iam2 
l o r  t h e i r  petrolene Bac t ion  No. 10 is  a near asphaltene i n  chemical composition; but 
i t s  Loose structure contains f a r  too much aromatic hydrogen f o r  an asphaltene and 
probably, therefore, it should be drawn as  a more compactly condensed molecule. The 
structure drawn by Givenl5 for bituminous coals cannot be correct for  petroleum 
asphaltenes a s  it contains f a r  too much oxygen and shows no methyl o r  methylene 
hydrogen a t  a l l .  

None of these is  en t i r e ly  consistent with the proton magnetic resonance 
The asphaltene drawn i n  a previous paper by WFnniford3 

benzylic hydrogen and not enough methyl hydrogen. That drawn by 

The chemical nature of asphaltenes can by no means be considered settled 
It is  not believed t h a t  large deviations from by the br ie f  r e su l t s  of t h i s  study. 
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these r e s u l t s  o n  the r a t i o s  o f  various classes of hydrogen WFU be found. 
more information is needed on t h e  nature of links between the r ing  systems and. o n  
the  s ize  of the ring systems. 
oxygen, sulfur, and nitrogen should be further c la r i f ied .  

However, 

Also, the disposit ion of t he  heterocyclic atoms, 

1 
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TABLE I 

ANALYTICAL DATA ON ASPHALTENES 

I 

> 
1 Per Cent 

I Carbon 
> 

Hydrogen 

Ni t rogen  

S u l f u r  

Oxygen 

Carbon/Hydrogen R a t i o  I 

ASph, 

Venezuelan C a l i f o r n i a n  

81.17 85.54 

7.86 8.08 

2.02 3.33 

6.89 1.28 

2.02 2.48 

0.86 0.89 

I I I 
I 

l t ene  
Air-Blown 

C a l i f o r n i a n  

86.22 

8.22 

2 . o  
1.89 

3.74 

0.88 

Cracked 
C a l i f o r n i a n  

88.43 

6.63 

2.08 

2.24 

0.62 

1.12 

CALIFORNIA RESEARCH CORPORATI N 

RSW 
RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA 4-24- z 2 

J 

b 3 



TABLE I1 

Aromatic 

R A T I O S  OF T H E  AMOUNTS OF PETHYLENIC, 
METHYL, B E N Z Y L I C ,  AND AROMATIC PROTONS 

SHOWN B Y  THE PMR SPECTRA 

T r a c e  

2 l l f  o r n l a n  

1.00 

0.60 

0.45 

0.19 

A i r  Blown 
: a l l f o r n i a n  

1.00 

0.90 

0.44 

0.16 

Cracked 1 
:a l i f  o r n i a n  

0.49 

0.72 

0.66 1 
I 

i 

C A L I F O R N I A  RESEARCH CORPORATION 

RSW 
RICHMOND, C A L I F O R N I A  4-24-62 



FIG. i 

ASP HALTEN E FROM VENEZUELAN 
CRUDE OIL  
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FIG. 2 

ASPHALTENE FROM SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 
CRUDE OIL  
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FIG. 3 28. 

ASPHALTENE FROM AIRBLOWN 
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY RESIDUUM 

\ 

I I . . . . .  I . . . _  I . .  I . . . . . . I  - 1  I _ _ . _ , . _ . . I _ _ _ _ I  . . .  I .  . , . . . . I  

16.0 14.0 12.0 10.0 ao 6.0 4.0 2.0 0 
PPM 

FIG.4  

ASPHALTENE FROM THERMALLY CRACKED 
RESIDUUM-SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY CRUDE O I L  1 

I I I I I I I I I 

16.0 14.0 12 0 10.0 ao 6.0 A0 20 0 
PPM 

RSW RD 6 2 ? 3 2  

i 
\ 
y 

Y 



29. 
FIG. 5 

ASPHALTENE FROM VENEZUELAN 
CRUDE OIL 

C'H, 

. .  

- 

3 
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Methylene 1.00 % H =  8.0 
Methyl 0.40 % N =  2.5 
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FIG. 6 

ASPHALTENE FROM SAN JOAQUI N 
VALLEY CRUDE 01 L 
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FIG. 8 
ASPHALTENE FROM THERMALLY 
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C .  IN.  De'!ialt, Jr., and M. S. Morgan 

bkllon Ins t i tu te  
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Introduction 

Coal-tar pitch is  the residue, boiling a t  tunperatures above 3 j G O  C ,  frm 
the fract ional  d i s t i l l a t i o n  of coal tar. 
tar yield f ~ m  iign:tem?erature carbonization i n  coke ovens, i ts  chemical coxposition 
is  not nearljr as well 'norm as  tha t  of of the m a i l e r ,  more-voiatile fractions.  
Csal-tar ? i tch has nuzerous lazge-scale uses, some of which c a l l  for noaification or' 
the na te r ia l  by p:hysical o r  chemical techniques. ;Towever, much or' t h i s  mcdification 
i s  empirical t3  the extent that -&e results are  meamed in terms of efficacy f o r  a 
specific er-d-use rather  than i.n terns 3f chmge i n  cheinical s t r u c t u e .  
investigations .sf the chemistry of t h i s  ra+Aer intractable material  are desirable 
tsxard' de2reloping new uses and placizg pitch-treating sroced?rres on a more scie2t?tific 
basis. '![it1 the develocment of proton magnetic resonance ( PXX) techniques, a p r m i s - k q  
method of examining *he types of hydrogen in pitches 5ecams available. Attention s a s  
therefors  turned t o  the resu l t s  vbich might be obtained bg PhZ exaaination of ,itches. 

Chezicallg s p e a k i x ,  pitch cannct be considered a s  a s i rg le  t'jpe, but ra ther  

.il'&ough it consti tutes about 50% of the 

Additional 

there are la rge  differences betTeen pitches, dependins upon t h e i r  source. 
pitches, Thich are of primary concern in <lis gaper, are produced f r m  high-rank 
(cokirg) c o d s  a t  very high temperatures (lCCOo to  13COo C )  . >e severe cmdit i3cs  
cont ro l  the p r c d x t  ss List coke-ova pitches consti tute a nzrrov c lass  Samg coal- 
tar ?itches, as ir-dicated by T J o l k ~ n n . ~  'D-ejr are <i.e most aromatic zr" the pitckes, 
Lqd a precise nomatici ty  cetemination is necesszrJ to distiquisi .1 one Zron another. 

Coke-oven 

Tine z r m a t i c i t y  3f a ?i tch can be defined by two parmeters.  One is  the 
rasio of the aromatic s t r x t u r e s  t o  the whole ?itch.  Tile other is t he  degree of con- 
densation of tb.e aronatlc porticn. 
ool>?.?enylene- t o  the graai te- type.  
&ious types of data, bc1ud-G density, atomic C / k  ra t io ,  and the r a t i o  of arorat ic  
hydrogen ( S a r )  to  t o t a l  hydrogen ( H ) .  
highly aroEatic riiaterials i%e coke-oven ?itchss,  since the proportion of nsn-aromatic 
hydmgen atoms is  greater Eian +&at of =or-aromatic carbon atans. 
phenan'aene w i t h  6.75 non-aromatic carbon atoms has 2% non-amnatic hydmgen a t m s .  

This degree of condensation could ranggo fmm t'ne 
Aromaticity factors  can be calculated fron 

The l a t t e r  i s  the most sensi t ive method for 

For exm?la, me'hyl- 

Considerable work has been reported toward establishing an infrared X a r h  
m e a s ~ r a e n t , ~ , ~ , ~ ~ ~ , ~  but nore detailed and re l iab le  data are reported from R,R 
m e a s u ~ e m e n t s . ~ , ~ , ~ , ~ , ~  Three types of hjdrogen r e r e  estimated i n  pitch-like na te r ia l s  
by mR methods: 
rings, o r  alpha hydrcgen (a) j and hydrogen on other s a t k a t e d  hydrocarton structures,  
o r  beta hydrogen (ED). 
calculate  s t ructural  parameters for pitch-like materials through the  use of such PL!R 
data. 

aromatic hydrogen ( H a r )  ; hydrogen on saturated carbon alpha t o  m n a t i c  

Both Brom and Ladner;? and 0th and TschamlerS were able t o  
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For s t ruc tura l  analysis, B m  and Ladner ' s  method appeared especially 
su i tab le  for adaptation t o  coke-oven pitch. 
portion of t h e i r  pitch-like materials were derived by subtracting the non-aromatic 
at- hTln t he  whole. 
H/C r a t i o  in the  substant ia l  f ract ion of non-aromatic structures.  
parmeters  of the i r  d i s t i l l a t e s  proved to  be functions of the ranks of the  parent 
coals. 
proportion of non-aromatic structures.  

Details of the s t ructure  of the ammatic 

This introduced an uncertainty by requiring an estimate of the 
Nevertheless, the 

Coke-oven pitches in t h i s  andlysis should enjoy the advantage of a very low 

Rao, hlurty, and Lah i r i '  reported the  use of the PMR spectrum in the char=- 
t e r iza t ion  of the 65 weight per cent carbon disulfide-soluble f ract ion of a pitch 
tha t  was evidently of coke-oven origin.. only 2s of the hydmgen was non-aromatic, 
and 70% of t h e  non-aromatic hydmgen was of the  alpha type. They concluded that  the 
nan-aromatic hydrogen was mostly present as methylene-, methyl-, and smal l  alkyl- 
subst i tuents  on aromatic ring systems. 

determination of cer ta in  aspects of the chemical s t ructure  of coke-oven pitches. 
This paper describes the  'application of PMR spectrometric methods t o  the 

Experimental: 

A ser ies  of coke-oven pitches representing a wide range of electrode-binder 
pmpert ies  w i t h  a narrow range of softening points and, f o r  comparison purposes, a 
lorn-temperature-carbonization pi tch from a subbituminous B coal were selected. The 
analyt ical  data  for these pitches, together w i t h  the sources and methods of preparation, 
a re  summarized in Table I. 

A.C.S. reagent-grade carbon disulf ide was used t o  prepare the pitch extracts 

The reference 
for the  PMR determinations. The in te rna l  PMR standard was Anderson Chemical Division 
of Stauffer  Chemical Cornpang's rrpUre'r grade of tetramethylsilane ('ES). 
compounds were fluorene, m. p. ll4-116O C (lit., U5-1l6O C )  , and acenaphthene, rn. p. 

Carban Disulfide-Soluble Fractions of Pitches 

93-940 c ( l i t . ,  95O c).  

The carbon disulfide-soluble PMR spectra samples were prepared in the fol-  
1- manner: Samples of the  pitch weighing 5.00 g. and sized t o  pass a 20-mesh 
sieve were added t o  50 m l .  of carbon disulf ide in a 250-ml. beaker with stirring. 
bea!cer was covered with a w a t c h  glass,  and the  magnetic stirring was maintained f o r  
30 minutes. 
funnel and washing w i t h  25 m l .  of carbon disulf ide,  the so l ids  were air-dried and 
weighed. The f i l t r a t e  and washings were concentrated on the steam bath (in a hood) t o  
give a 60% weight/volume (w/v) solution. 
=de up as needed were placed in Varian A-60 Spectrometer sample tubes, ana a trace of 
TIS w a s  dissolved in each sample. 

Determination of PMR Suectra 

The 

After col lect ing t h e  insolubles on a 6O-ml., medium-porosity f r i t ted-glass  

Samples of this solution and of dilutions 

The PMR spectra were recorded on a 10 in. by x )  in. record sheet using a 
The samples were spun rapidly at mom temperature, and the Varian A-60 Spectrometer. 

spectra  were traversed slowly (sweep time 500 sec.)  from 550  t o  50 cycles per second 
(c.P.s.) below the TIE l i n e  ( the  increasing-frequency convention w a s  observed). 
Radio-frequency (RF) power se t t ings  were intermediate-between 0.04 and 0.M miuigauss 
(&.)-and f i l t e r  bandwidth w a s  usually se t  at 1 C.P.S. 

Determination of the Xntegrds of the PhR Spectra 

After  plott ing a s p e c t m ,  the in tegra l  of the curve was recorded elec- 
t m d c a l l y  in a 10 in. by 20 in. area of chart ,  using t ie  same sample and conditions, 
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with the exceptions and precautions noted below (see Figure 1). 
t o  insure both s t a b i l i t y  of the integral  and non-saturation of any of the sample 
protons. 
of about 0.4 mC., while the sweep time was s e t  dona t o  50 o r  100 seconds. 
of a particular proton would resu l t  in an area under its absorption band less than 
?roportional t o  the number of protons represented. 
s table  integrals. 
f o r  b t e g r a l s  was important. 
and f inal ly ,  it was sometimes advantageous t o  increase the RF power. 

Care was necessary 

To avoid saturating sample protons, the RF energy was kept below a set t ing 
Saturation 

Three factors  were used to  obtain 
The use of only the most concentrated, the 30 and 60% w/v, solutions 

Also, the sweep time was reduced t o  50 o r  100 seconds, 

Estimation of Hydrogen Types from PLR Integrals 

Quantitative estimation of the hydrogen types involved measurement of the 
integral  heights a t  the following frequencies ( tau  values; see Figure 1): 
hydrogen together w i t h  phenolic hydrogen (Hph), approximately 4.5 tau; for  alpha2 
hydrogen (e; t h i s  is hydrogen on any carbon atom which joins two aromatic rings),  
6.60 tau; fo r  alpha hydrogen, approximately 8.1 tau; and f o r  beta hydrogen, the end 
of the spectrum (about 9.2 tau).  These boundary tau values were equivalent t o  the 
following frequencies in C.P.S. below T M :  about 4.5 tau, n e e  315 c.P.s.; 6.60 tau, 
190 C.P.S. fo r  30% and 180 C.P.S. for 606, w/v solutions; and 8.1 tau, 110 C.P.S. for  
both 30 and 60% solutions. The considerations which led t o  the choice of these fre- 
quencies w i l l  be discussed i n  the following section. 

for  aromatic 

PEn Frequencies (Tau Values) 

The use of dissolved TMS eliminated volume suscept ibi l i ty  correctionslO and 
interference by the standard in regions where the pitch components absorbed. 
not, however, prevent anomalous aromatic medium effect& from interfering. 
of different  concentrations of pitch fract ions in carbon disulf ide showed frequency 
differencgs as great as  0.40 p.p.m. ( tau units). 
t ion t o  i n f i n i t e  di lut ion with the internal  standard was necessary. This procedure 
w i t h  CS2 extracts  of pitches 1 and 2 gave smcoth curves and i n f i n i t e  di lut ion frequencies 
f o r  various absorption components of the spectra (see Figure 2 ) .  

I t  did 
The spectra 

To eliminate these effects ,  extrapola- 

The use of carbon disulfide provided a pitch solvent with Van der Waals de- 
shielding effect  about the same as  that  of carbon tetrachloride,12 the tau solvent. 
Therefore, the i n f i n i t e  di lut ion frequencies should be very nearly t rue tau  values,13 
in which form they are herewith reported. 
tau thus obtained for the methylene l i n e  of acenaphthene in pitch (lit., 6.66 tau).  

This was confirmed by the value of 6.68 

The choice of the frequencies l i s t e d  in the preceding section t o  divide 
There was a between the four t m e s  of hydrogen was made i n  the following manner: 

broad region of zero signal between aromatic and non-aromatic bands, centering i n  the 
4.5 tau region, 
ring, is m r e  deshielded than alpha hydrogen. 
occurs at lower tau values (frequencies). 
acenaphthene methylene peak a t  6.66 tau because this is an intermediate type between 
alpha and alpha2, although it i s  formally alpha hydrogen. 
absorption below 6.60 tau was at t r ibuted t o  alpha2 hydrogen. 
t o  changes i n  pitch concentration necessitated the use of the t w o  frequencies. For 
the boundary between alpha and beta hydrogen, the spectrum of pitch 7, which shoved 
separate absorption maxima f o r  beta and for  alpha hydrogen types, was considered (see 
Figure 3 ) .  The minimum between these maxima occurred at about 8.2 tau. To avoid 
overestimating alpha hydrogen, a value near 8.1 tau was chosen. 
such a s  durene methyl groups (7.86 tau) and excludes such types as Me3Cu (8.44 tau) 
and cyclohexane (8.56 tau).  

The alpha2 hydrogen, since it is  close t o  two rather  than one aromatic 

The boundary was chosen jus t  below the 
Thus, the alpha2 hydrogen absorption 

Conservatively, then, 
B e  anomalous s h i f t s  due 

This includes types 

I' 
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Uolecular Weight Determinatian 

b l e c u l a r  xeight m e m e m a t s  were ebullioscopic 'Rith incremental addition 
Sol-rents r e re  benzene and freshly of sample and extrapolation t o  infinite dilution. 

mepared chloroform, depending upon the so lubi l i ty  of. the sample. 
foaming or incomplete so lubi l i ty  prevented determiqazion of molecular weQht in 
cer ta in  cases (see Table 11) . 

Interference S y  

s t ruc tura l  Parameters 

From ET& and elementary analyt ical  data, Bmwn and Ladnes vere able t o  
calculate the following average s t ruc tura l  character is t ics  of  - their  pitch-like 
materials: 

fa, the r a t i o  of aromatic carbon ( C a r )  t o  t o t a l  carbon ( C ) ,  

a, the f ract ion of t he  t o t a l  available outer-edge posit ions of the 

H a r u / C a r ,  the atomic H/C r a t i o  that the average ammatic skeleton 

aromatic skeleton which is occupied by subs t i twnts ,  and 

muld have if each substituent mere replaced by a hydrogen 
atam. 

Brown and Ladner developed the following equations for calculating these 
parameters : 

c Ha* sa* ----- 
H x  Y 

C 
H 

fa  = - 

( 3 )  

. t f  x y 
a 

where Cfd and O h  are  the  atomic rat ios ,  obtained from elementarj andlysis; &* = m, 
the  r a t i o  of alpha-type hydrogen t o  t o t a l  hydr0gn-n obtained from ?hlR s p e c t m e t r i c  
amitysis; I%* 
a n a s i s ;  x = &tt and y = H d C e ,  the atomic ra t ios  of hydmgea t o  carbon in *,e 
alpha and beta structures,  b o t h  of which must be obtained by estimate; Ear* = Harp, 
the  r a t i o  of ammatic hydrogen t o  t o t a l  hydrogen obtained indirect ly  from PhR spec- 
trometry with the  help of elementary analysis, assuming 60% of &&e t o t a l  oxygen t o  be 
phenolic. 
(Ha2 + ph) seen in F%R spectra, Har* was ca lcda ted  by the  following equation: 

ti /ti, the r a t i o  of beta-type hydrogen 70 t o t a l  hjrdrcgen fmm 2 , ~  

Since phenolic hydrogen ( H p h )  is  included in the "aromatictt hydrogen 
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They a s w e d  that every oxjzen atom was present as a substi tuent on an arcmatic nucleus 
in CaLpleting t h e  development of the above equations. 

Their method f o r  the conversion of the hydrogen d is t r ibu t ion  in coal-like 
materials to  carton st ructure  was adapted for use with coke-oven pitches. 
were made in the assumptions and equations as described below. It is  accepted that  
6cs of the t o t a l  olr~gen is  phenolic, but Brown and Ladner's assunption +&at a l l ' o f  the 
oxygen occurred as substi tuents on a rma t i c  nuclei  could not be j u s t i f i e d  for coke- 
&en gitcnes. 
substi tuents but i n  other forms, amang which heterocyclic oxygen must be included. 
Alpha2 hydmgen i s  included in the equat ims separately as  w, with z = 2 the estimated 
r a t i o  of hydrogen t o  carSon in such groups, and F&* = **/ti. 
-1 substituent in b-own coke-oven pitch components is the methyl gmup, th.e value 
of x (estinated H/C ratio f o r  alpha s t ructures)  is raised from the  value of 2 t o  2.5. 
The value of y = 2 i s  retained. 

Changes 

Instead, the remaining 40% oxygen is  assurred t o  occur not as aromatic 

Because the predombant 

Considering equation (l), a term f o r  alpha2-type carbon is added t o  its 
nunerator, the number of aromatic carbon atoms, giviog C - @ 
equation f o r  coke-oven pitches is the following: 

Q - Cg. The resulting 

H 

Considering equation (2),  it i s  necessary t o  add a term f o r  the contribution 
of alpha2 strvctures t o  the t o t a l  nunber of substi tuents.  
two substituents, t h i s  added term must equal 2 x e', which is  2 @/z. 
(2) for  detelmining the degree of si i3sti tution of coke-oven pitches, the following 
equation i s  used:. 

Since each bridge represents 
To replace 

I 

p 
\ 

* %* 0 Ha* + - +  0.6-  
2.5 H 

-_ Y 
u =  

%r- 
2 .5  

w* + - + ( s a  + ph)* 

Similarly, equation ( 3 )  is  replaced by the  f o l l o h n g  ea-uation for  the atomic 
C / k  r a t i o  of the hypothetical unsubstituted average aromatic nucleus of coke-oven 
pitches : 

I 

This degree-of-condensatian parameter is also the r a t i o  of t o t a l  aromatic carbon t o  
aromatic edge-carbon. 

Equations 4 ,  5, and 6 were used t o  calculate parameters f o r  the carbon 
disulf ide solubles of eight pitches and f o r  the  carbon disulfide-soluble, n-hexane- 

The parameters of low- 
teqera tue-car joniza t ion  pi tch 7 were calculated by means of ecpations 1, 2, and 3 .  
Data a d  resu l t s  a re  l i s t e d  in Table 11. 

--oluble ( res in)  f ract ion of one of the coke-oven pitches. 
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Results and Discussion 

?MI Suectra of Coke-Oven Pitches 

%e carbon disulfide-soluble f ract ions of coke-web pitches, using the 
V a r i a n  A-60 Spectrmeter,  shcred hydrogen dist r ibut ions 1i.n keeping eth the reputed 
high arcmaticity o f  thess pitches. 
Kie i igner  inolecular seight  rosin f ract ion si' ?i tch 2 had an evmen a ! e r  (955) -tic 
i;ydroge-n cmtent .  
l c - K - t ~ ? e r a t . J r e - c ~ o o ~ z ~ t i o n  Pi tch carbon disulfide-soluble fraction. 

Frcn 80 t o  90% o f  t he i r  hyckagen was aromatic. 

W s  is  in sha=rp contrast  vith the 20% of amnatic hydrcgul in the 

There nere o n l y  b o  absorption mxba i n  the coke-oven p i t c h  spectra: the 
30th b d i c a t e  t)Tes closely associated with arozatic- and the alpa-hyd-0gei-i bands.  

armattic r-rs. 
hydrogen nct associated wit;? yljr aromatic r i q  (beta  hydrogen). 
carcmizat ion pitch 7 dlso f e l l  in the l a t s e r  category (see rimgre 3 ) ,  e w o i t i n g  tvro 
naxiza in the beta h'jdrogen reglcn. The t o t a l  alpha and alpha2 'hydrogen in coke-oven 
pitches sas ce-rer l e s s  than 795 OS' the ncn-armatic Qidrogen, Thus, 3niy 2I.s of the 
non-amiratic and XI&- &.2$ cf The t o t a l  'hydmgen ta i led  t o  s b o ~  a close proximity t o  
an m m a t i c  ~ i n g .  

Zeports m o-her pifches2,s~8 'nave & o m  an additional band due t o  
Lm-tenper%tme- 

In adt i t ion t o  tke  above c -a ide ra t iom,  which are based on tau values, there 
nas the s a s i o i l i t y  s f  -&e ncn-aroroatic pmtcrs  of the  coke-oven pitches t o  the 
anomalous aroaatic rcedLum shifts. 
held close t o  aroxmtic r-s, s k c e  p rz f f in s  71-0 insansi t ive to '&ese effects.  

This is  a fur ther  indication tha t  these protans are 

Individual Components 

7iit!!mt f r a c t i o n a t i q  +&e pitches, it vas Fssible in  four cases t o  identifjj 
acenaghthene, and in ?wo, iluorene, as components .-f +he pitch. mere is a p s s i b i l i t y  
t ha t  yet other  of i i e  =ore aoudant  coqonents c a d  +&us be identified,  since a 
nlm'cer o? shar, -hdiv5dual geaks appeued in each spect-run. 
cord im the c=nclusicns 2s ts ident i ty .  
?e&s in question dth those of the added authP,?tic csxrpouod a t  one concentratim. 
The second tactor  ::as repet i t ior ,  of the same resu l t s  a t  anothar coocentration or' the 
pitch ~h the  solvent. 'Thus, t-?e aromatic aedium effect 'mas Shonn t o  be TL-E same for 
the axben t i c  cs~~ound ma Lhs pitcl? ccnponent. 

'm0 factors combined to 
Ibe r"irst factor  vas the ident i ty  of the 

Structural  Parmeters 

A 3mm-Ladner t m e  of analss is  of &&e and elenentam andLrtical data. 
tcgetker with aoleculax weight data,  bemi t ted  zhe follomkg ccnc~s iors - regard ing  ' \ t _-. molecular s t x c t u r e  (see Table II): I 

Carbon Arzmaticitp ( f a )  

Tne coke-oven-pitch carbcn disulfide-soluble fractions bere estimated t o  \ 

zontain snly 2.5 t o  5.7$ mn-aromatic carbon atoms ( f a  = 0.975 t o  0.943). 
cetveen coke-oven pitch 2 and I c m - t u l 3 e r a t u r e - c ~ j o ~ ~ z a t l o n  -,itch 7 is available --ugh 
t he i r  r e s in  fractians,  xhich js: calculation contahed 1 and 33% non-arcnatic carSon 
( f a  = 0.987, 0.67) , respectively.  

A contrast 

\ 

Only from 6 t o  12 of e v e n  LOO available s i t e s  for  subst i tut ion murid the \ 

\ 
averzge nucleus i e r e  occupied by subst i tuents  in these coke-oven-pit& fraCtiOXX3 
(u = 0.063 t o  0.U6). 
molecular seight f ract ion of pitci.1 2. 

The v a h e  was 2 per 100 lover (u = O.@@) in the larger  
Such trends t o  less subst i tut ian in larger 
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molecules of pitch have been reported by other workers using other r n e t h o d ~ , ~ ~ r ~ ~  
Again, comparison with pitch 7 serves t o  emphasize the high arcmaticity of the coke- 
oven pitches. 
banded t o  substi tuents in pitch 7 resin fraction. 

S i x t y  f ive per cent (u = 0.65) of the edge aramatic carbons were 

. 
I 

,' 

f 

i 
I 

C h  o f  the Ammatic Nucleus (Car/Raru) 

The atomic C/b r a t io s  of the average hypothetical unsubstituted aromatic 
nucleus ( C a r / H a r u  values) of the coke-oven pitches were, f o r  carbon disulfide-soluble 
fractions,  1.5 to  1.7, and for  the res in  f ract ion of pi tch 2,  1.83 (Table 11). The 
interpretat ion of these numbers depends upon the molecular weight of the materials. 
With the molecular weights, the degree of condensation of the average aromatic 
nucleus was shown t o  be nearly l inear  (of the benzene-naphthalene-phenanthrene series:  
each ring fusion involves only tm carbon atoms). 

The average mlecular  weight of the carbon disulfide-soluble f ract ion was 
about 403. As a resul t ,  an average aromatic nucleus of 7 to  8 rings w i t h  one sub- 
s t i tuent  w a s  indicated. The res in  f ract ion of pitch 2 with molecular weight 660 would 
indicate an average aromatic nucleus with near 13 rings and about 1.3 substituents. 

To i l l u s t r a t e  this, fo r  the fractions of pitch 2, a type molecule was chosen 
a s  a possible structure fo r  +>*e average molecule, as shown in  Table III. 
tha t  the higher molecular weight fractions of coke-oven pitch, such as the C - 1  sooty 
material, do not approach graphite i n  s t ructure  but may b e  mostly L inea r4  condensed 
aromt ic  ring systems. 

This suggests 

PLR Solvent 

Carbon disulf ide proved t o  be a good solvent f o r  PMR examinatian of coke-ovea 
The soluble f ract ion represented a large proportion--60 t o  8@-of the t o t a l  
Solutions of concentrations up t o  60% were readi ly  available in this ncn- 

pitches. 
material. 
protonic solvent, permitting accurate quantitative work, and the in f in i t e  di lut ion 
values were very nearly t rue  tau values. 

summary 
Proton magnetic resonaoce spectrometry proved a useful method for  t he  charac- 

m e  estimation of aromatic and three t -pes  of a l iphat ic  te r iza t ion  of coke-oven pitch. 
hydrogen by this means made possible t i e  formulation of a s t ructure  fo r  the typical  
molecuie in the carbon disulfide-soluble fraction. This w a s  a linearl~ condosed 
arccat ic  nucleus w i t h  2 t o  65 of the carbon atoms occurriOg as  substi tuents which 
were predominantly methyl groups. 
was equivalent t o  7 or 8 fused aromatic rings. 
identified h several  of the pitches. 
be Gf value i n ' a  search f o r  correlations between the  Chemical and physical properties 
of a coke-oven pitch and its efficacy in a par t icular  industrial. end-use. 

The zverage molecular weight was near 400, which 

It is hoped tha t  these methods w i l l  prove t o  
Fluorene and acenaphthene were 
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Table I 

,‘ 

Pitch 
Des ianat iona) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
A 
C 
7 

A n a l y t i c a l  Data, Sources, and Methods of Preparing 
ibqerimentd Pitches 

Benzene Quinoline 
Softening Insoluble, Lnsoluble, 

Point, O C ,  c.I.A.~) ,I%. ap W t .  fa 

89.0 
90.2 
93.5 
94. 9 
90.6 
88.2 

102.3 
95.0 
59.5 

33.2 1.3.1 
32.6 12.8 
29.7 10.58 , 
28.0 9.13 
17.5 6.87 
13.0 2.44 
25.5 12.4 
25.0 4.2 
e -- 

A t o m i c  
C h i  Ratio 

1.80. 
1.93 
1.87 
1.76 
1.78 
1.61 
1.84 
1.73 
0.95 

a) 
1. 
9.1% of s ta r t iq  pitch. 
tar. 3. Laboratory d i s t i l l a t i o n  of 36.2 rd. $ from a production tzr. 4. Xend 
of 88.55 wt.  $ l O 5 O  C p i tch (produced by d i s t i l l a t i o n  of l i g h t  tar a t  50 m. t o  
3COo C )  with Ll.45$ of coal-tar d i s t i l l a t e  o i l  (boil ing 230° t o  270° C ) .  5. A 
production pitch a f t e r  removal of n-heptane solubles. 6. Laboratory d i s t i l l a t i o n  
of a 69O C pitch from l i g h t  tar. Produced by p l a n t  d i s t i l l a t i o n  of production 
tar .  Produced by adding quinoline t o  &&e parent t a r  of A, centrifuging +his 
mixture to  remove insolubles, and then d i s t i l l i n g .  
blowing a t  120° C a tar from low-temperature ca.r’conization of a sub-bituminous B 
coal. 

Tcermal treatment of a 74O C pitch at 380° C for 24 houzs and back-blending Kit;? 
Laboratory d i s t i l l a t i o n  of sof t  pitch fro3 a production 2. 

A .  
C. 

7. A 60° C pitch produced by 

b, C u b e - i n - a i r  method. 
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I Table I11 

I 

i 

Correlation of Structural  Parameters i n  Pitch Fractions 
wiLi Possible Type hblecules 

PITCH #2 FRACTION 
or 

m KxmJT.z 

CS2Soluble Fraction 1.66 386 0.975 0.066 1.71 

1.61 364 0.965 0.062 1.75 
r .  

(C2d154CH3) 

Resin Fraction 1.80 660 0.987 O.O@ 1.83 

J 

} - C &  1.77 666 0.981 . 0.036 1.86 
/ 

1 
( C 5 2 3 2 d b )  

1 
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I I 
Frequency, cps from TMS 315 I ao I IO 

I 

Figure 1. PKi Spectrum a d  Integrals: ? i tch 6, Carbon Disu l f ide  Solubles 

Figure 2. Z x t r a p o l a t i a  of 3.F. F r e q u w i s  to 'Lnfinite Dilution 
Wit;? IntsrnaL Stmdrd: ?itti; 1 - C&. Zxtract 
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PITCH *7. CSz-SOLU8LES 

i 

, -. r i g w e  3. Congarism c:' ?!.E Spectra: Coie-Oven Pitch (No. I) and 
5 3 V - - ; ~ ~ P r a ~ ~ e - C ~ . j o n i z a t i o n  ? i tch  (No. 7) ; 
cs2 Sdub les ,  6% ;Y/V in CS2 
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THE USE OF TBE BRAHEIJUER PLASTCGRAPEi IN STUDY IN^ 
TEE RHEOLOGY OF ELEECROIIE MIXES 

T. F. Eckle, A. T. Elenice, and F. A. Smith 

U. S. S t e e l  Corporation 
Applied Research Laboratory 
Momoeville , Pennsylvania 

Introduction 

The performance of the continuous, self-baking Soderberg electrode, 
which i s  Kidely used in the production of primary aluminum, is closely related 
t o  the rheology of the  carbon mix t h a t  is added t o  the top of the electrode. 
The f l u i d i t y  must be suf f ic ien t  t o  ensure an even distribution of the mix over 
t h e  top of the electrode and t o  permit t h e  mix t o  iill voids t h a t  are  created 
when contact studs a r e  removed. However, separation of the binder f romthe 
aggregate or di f f icu l ty  in containing the  mix i n  the sheet metal casing m y  
resu l t  if the mix is  excessively f lu id .  

Some investigators have attempted t o  obtain mixes Kith proper f lu id i ty  
t ion  t h a t  the rheology of by studyin@; the rheology of t h e  binders Kith t h e  ass 

t h e  rheology of  the mix i t s e l f .  2). "he l a t t e r  approach appears t o  be t h e  more 
desirable because interact ions between the  binder and aggregate influence the  
rheological behavior of the mix. 

the  m i x  i s  a function of t h e  rheology of the  binder.1 T * Others have Investigated 

A method in  which a Srabender Plastograph :is used for  measwin@; the 
of the Soderberg mix was described a t  a previous meeting of t h i s  consistenc 

division.3y In the development of the  method a t  the Applied Research Laboratory 
o f  the U. S. Steel  Corporation, a petroleum-coke aggregate WBS used t h a t  had a 
smaller size-consist than is comonljj used in plant  practice.  The method has been 
extended t o  include the  neasurement of the consistencies (rheological measurements) 
of Soderberg mixes containing plant-scale aggregates. 

The present paper presents typical  resu l t s  tha t  were obtained in an 
investigation t o  (1) use the  consistencies of mixes prepared with plant-scale 
aggregates t o  predict the optimum binder content for  optimum electrode properties 
and (2) determine the influence o f  temperature and time in  the Soderberg electrode 
on the consistency of the m i x .  

Experinental 

The two electrode binders and the plant-scale petroleum-coke aggregate 

Some of the more common properties of the  two binders a r e  shown in 
used in  t h i s  investigation a r e  representative of the materials in use a t  a carbon- 
paste plant.  

* See References. 
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Table I. 
ta ins  s l ight ly  more benzene- and quinoline-insoluble matter than Pi tch A. 
p lant  experience has shown that subtle but significant differences exis t  in the 
performance of the  two binders: 
use Of more binder f o r  optimum electrode performaace than Pitch.A, and the elec- 
trodes produced with Pitch B performed bz t te r  than the  electrodes from Pitch A .  

The properties of the  two binders are  similar; however, Pitch B con- 
Paste- 

pastes prepared with Pi tch B required the 

The plant-scale petroleum-coke aggregate was graded into the seven 
fractions shown in Table 11. 
ponding t o  the percentage-shown, was used in each binder-aggregate mix. 

The appropriate weight of each fraction, corres- 

The major phases of the present investigation a re  a s  

1. Determination of the maximum mix consistency f o r  
concentration and optimum electrode properties. 

'were used b the  preparation of mixes containing 
percent binder); 

follows : 

optimum binder 
(The two binders 
from 28 t o  35 

2. Investigation of the effect  of mixing temperature and holding 
time on the  mix consistency and electrode properties. 

The Brabender Plastograph, shown in Figure 1, was used t o  prepare 
Soderberg mixes and measure t h e i r  consistencies. 
operation of the instrument i s  given below. 
are  driven by a dyramcmeter, which i s  suspended between f loat ing bearings. 
torque produced as  the blades rstate i n  the  mix a t  a constant ra te  of shear i s  
transmitted t o  the dynamsmeter. The dynamometer t rans la tes  t h e  torque through 
a series of balance levers t o  a direct-reading balance, which i s  calibrated t o  
indicate the torque in meter-gram units.  
record'bf the consistency in terms of meter-gram uni t s .  Excessive movement of 
the lever system i s  dampened by an oil dash pot. 

A br ief  description of the 
The signa blades in  t h e  mixing head 

The 

A s t r i p  chart  provides a continuous 

The m i x i n g  head has a working capacity of 650 m i l l i l i t e r s .  It is  
heated by recirculating hot o i l  from a constant-temperature bath through a jacket 
t h a t  surrounds the  mixing head. 
instrument manufacturer, minimizes t h e  loss  of heat from the head and i s  an 
kdispensable a i d  in maintaining the  mix a t  a miform temperature. 
small opening in the  l i d ,  coke additions can be made without removing the l i d .  

A special  insulated l i d ,  not supplied by the 

Through a 

In the determination of maximum m i x  consistency for  optimum binder con- 
centration and o p t h m  electrode properties, mixes containing from' 28 t o  34 per- 
cent of Pitch A and mixes containing from 30 t o  35 percent of ,Pitch B were pre- 
pared a t  155 C. In a l l  t e s t s ,  the weight of the  m i x  was held constant a t  TOO grams. 

In the preparation of a typical  mix, the calculated amount of binder 
i s  added t o  the preheated mixing head and i s  allowed t o  melt f o r  eight minutes. 
The binder i s  then mixed for  seven minutes t o  permit temperature equilibration. 
The 0.525-inch t o  3-mesh fract ion (preheated t o  155 C) i s  then added through the 
opening in the insulated l i d .  The remaining fract ions are  added in the  order of  
decreasing s ize  a t  5-minute intemals. 
t o  (1) permit thorough wetting of the  large coke par t ic les  before the addition 

This sequence of coke additions i s  used 

i 



48. 

of fine par t ic les  t o  prevent uncoated -&e par t ic les  fYom plugging the pores of 
the large par t ic les  and ( 2 )  minimize preferent ia l  absorption of binder by the 
f i n e  par t ic les .  Mixing i s  continued for 30 minutes a f t e r  the addition of the 
l a s t  coke fraction. The torque reading, in  meter-grams, a t  the end of t h i s  
mixing period i s  recorded as  t h e  consistency of the  mix. 

The temperature in t h e  Soderberg electrode ranges from about 950 C a t  
the lower working face t o  about 150 C a t  the top. 
it i s  lowered, and the unbaked mix i n  the upper end of the electrode i s  subjected 
t o  gradually increasing temperatures. To provide an indication of the  effect  
of increasing temperature on t h e  consistency of the mix and on the electrode 
properties, four mixes were prepared a t  temperatures between 155 C and 225 C .  
The optimum concentration of P i tch  A - a s  used with the mixing procedure previously 
described. 

A s  t h e  electrode is  consumed, 

In t h e  Soderberg electrode, temperature changes occur gradually, and 
a given portion of the  unbaked mix may be subjected t o  a specific temperature 
f o r  a re la t ive ly  long period of time. 
consistency of the mix was determined by repeating consistency measurements on 
the  two mixes with the  optimum concentration of Pitch A a t  155 C and 225 C'. 
t h e  conclusion of t h e  normal mixing time, the mixer was stopped, and the mix was 
mintained a t  the mix temperature u n t i l  the  consistency approached the limit-of- 
scale value of 1000 meter-grams or  24 hours, whichever was shorter. Consistency 
measurements were recorded hourly. 

The effect  of time without mixing on the  

A t  

All mixes were packed in to  perforated graphite molds and baked t o  1000 C 
a t  a controlled ra te  of temperature r i s e  i n  24 hours. 
then t e s t e d  f o r  crushing strength and e l e c t r i c a l  r e s i s t i v i t y .  
bak? and tes t ing specimen electrodes has been described by Jones, Simon, and 

Results and Discussion 

The baked electrodes were 
The procedure for  

w i l t .  ) 

The relationship 'oetween the mix consistency and electrode crushing 
strength a t  various binder concentrations i s  shown in Figure 2. 
t h i s  relationship, the  experimental data are  plot ted in bar-chart form. 
l ined bars represent t h e  c o n s i s t e x y  of the  mix a t  various levels of binder con- 
centration, and the dotted bars show the crushing strength of specimen electro6es 
from those mixes. The number a t  the  bottom of each bar represents t h e  percentage 
of binder in the  m i x .  

To i l l u s t r a t e  
The 

This chart indicates  t h a t  the Plastograph is  suff ic ient ly  sensit ive t o  
detect changes i n  binder concentration as  small as  1 percent and tha t  a good cor- 
re la t ion ex is t s  between the mix consistency and the electrode crush- strength. 
A s  the percentage of binder increases '  within the limits shown, the consistency 
and cmshing strength values pass through a maximum simultaneously. 
tionship indicates t h a t  the mix-consistency measurement can be used t o  predict 
the  optimum binder content f o r  optimum electrode crushing strength. 
t h e  optimum binder content f o r  optimum electrode crushing s t r e w h  i s  32 percent 
and for  Pitch B, the  optimum binder content i s  34 percent. 
re la te  w e l l  with carbon-paste-plant data on these two 'oinders. 

This re la-  

For Pitch A, 

These resu l t s  cor- 
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The relationship between the mix consistency and the  e l e c t r i c a l  res is-  
t i v i t y  of specimen electrodes i s  shown in Figure 3. 
between these parameters. 
a maximum, the r e s i s t i v i t y  values pass through a minimuin. 
-her substantiates the  premise tha t  the mix-consistency measurement can be 
used t o  determine the  optimuin binder content f o r  optimum electrode properties. 

A good correlation a l so  e x i s t s  

This relationship 
For each binder, as  the consistency values pass through 

The ef fec t  of temperature on the  mix consistency and electrode crushing 
strength i s  i l lus t ra ted  in Figure 4. 
A, show successive decreases in consistency as  the temperature of the m i x  increases. 
"he decreasing consistency results from increased f l u i d i t y  of the binder a t  the 
higher temperatures. Simultaneously, the electrode crushing strength increases 
with-hlgher m i x  temperatures and lower consistencies. The increase in strength 
i s  par t icular ly  pronounced between 200 C and 225 C .  The higher crushing strengths 
apparently resu l t  from the increased f l u i d i t y  of the mix. The method described 
here would provide a suitable means of determining the temperature suscept ibi l i ty  
of mixes prepared with various binders. 

The mixes, prepared with 32 percent of pi tch 

A suscept ibi l i ty  index (SI)  could be calculated with t h e  f o l l o w  
equation: 

(Consistency a t  155 C) - (Consistency a t  225 C) 
Consistency a t  175 C SI = 

A low value for  the  suscept ibi l i ty  index (approaching zero) i s  indicative of a 
mix tha t  i s  not sensit ive t o  temperature change, whereas a high suscept ibi l i ty  
index would be obtained with a temperature-sensitive mix. 

The e f fec t  of hold time without mixing a t  two temperatures on the mix 
consistency and electrode properties i s  shown in Table 111. When the m i x  i s  main- 
tained a t  155 C f o r  7.5 hours, the m i x  consistency increases from 600 meter-grams 
t o  1000 meter-grams. Substantial  improvelnents in the electrode crushing strength 
and e lec t r ica l  r e s i s t i v i t y  are  noted. Similarly, a t  225 C, the  m i x  consistency 
increases from 190 meter-grams t o  600 meter-grams i n  24 hours, with significant 
improvements in  electrode properties.  The increased consistency and improved 
electrode properties result ing from extended time a t  high temperatures may be due 
t o  an aging or curing of the binder tha t  i s  i n i t i a t e d  or  accelerated by the presence 
of the carbon aggregate. 
as  the unbaked mix i s  subjected t o  elevated temperatures f o r  extended periods of 
time. 

Similar effects  probably occur in the Soderberg electrode 

The rheology of the  mix i n  the  upper portion of the  Soderberg electrode 
is  strongly influenced by temperature and by the length of time the mix i s  exposed 
t o  elevated temperatures. 
sistency, wbereas an extended holding time without mixing a t  elevated temperatures 
tends t o  increase the  consistency. 
improve the electrode crushing strength and e l e c t r i c a l  r e s i s t i v i t y .  

Increased t e q e r a t u r e  tends t o  decrease the mix con- 

The over-all  effect  of both factors  i s  t o  

Sumnary 

Consistency measurercents on Soderberg mixes containing a plant-scale 
The consistencies were aggregate have been made'with a Brabender Plastograph. 

t 
I 



used t o  predict  the optimum binder concentration f o r  each of two binders. 
different  amount of each binder was required for  optimum binder content and 
optimum electrode properties.  
plant  data on the two binders. 
consistency and electrode properties were a lso  studied. 
tends t o  decrease the mix consistency, whereas consistency incEeases with an 
increase in holding time without mixing a t  elevated temperatures: 
e f fec t  of the t w o  factors  is  t o  improve the electrode crushing strength and 
e l e c t r i c a l  res i s t iv i ty .  

A 

This difference was ver i f ied by carbon-paste- 
The effects  of temperature and time on t h e  m i x  

Increased temperature 

The over-all 
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The Brabender Plastograph 

Figure 1 

MIX CONSISTENCY AT 155 C, CRUSHING STRENGTH, 
".lW-g,&7l. a xg,cm2 
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MIX CONSISTCNCY AT 155 C, ELECTRODE RESISTIVITY. 
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Figure 3 

MIX CONSISTENCY, c u u s n i ~ ~  STRENGTH, 
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PROPERTIES OF PITCHES 
PITCH A PITCH 8 

SOFTENING P O l M  (CIA1.C 

BENZENE INSOLUBLE. ut Y- 

PUlNOLlNE INSOWBLE,w? .I. 

5.0 

5.0 

IS .0  

10.0 

15.0 

20.0 

33.0 

COKE VALUE IWNRAOSONI. ut X 5 8 . 5  I 58.3  

SPECIFIC GRAVITY 60 F I S O F  1 . 3 2  1.29 

I 
Table I 

PARTICLE-SIZE DISTRIBUTION 
OF PETROLEUM-COKE 

EFFECT OF TIME ON MIX CONSISTENCY 
AND ELECTRODE PROPERTIES 

/' 

,' 

TEMPERATURE, C 

n o L o  TIME, noum 

MIX CONSISTENCY. meter-prom6 

ELECTRODE STRENGTH. kg/crnz 

ELECTRODE RESISTIVITY. 
ahm-crn I IO-' 

Table 111 

155 

74.5 63.2 

225 



.WID TEST METHOD FOR T E  IIETE~IINATIO~N CF THE BESZENE- 
-AID QmoLInE-IIusoL-mLE comm GF TITCEES 

R. W. Domitrovic, 3. M. Stickel,  F. A. Smith 

Applied Research Laboratory 
U. S. S t ee l  Corporation 

Naroevi l le ,  Pemsylvania 

Iritroduction 

Tests t o  deternine t h e  amoullt cf benzeze- and quinoli3e-insolubie matter 
in pitch a r e  -,ridely xsed 57 producers aEL consumers of pitch.  For example,. sevsrsi  
thcusmd scl;v-ect-irrsol.kles tests are p?rfo,med atmdauy a t  u. 3. S t e e l ' s  pitch- 
prodticing f a c i l i t i s s .  
content of p i t ch  is Sased upon 8 t e s t  that vas &vslcped 5y the Earret t  Company 
(presentbj a division o f  Allied Chemical Corporaticn) . 

The presect t e s t  nethod for  ~ A e t e r m b i ~  '&e benzene-bsoiuble 

Briefly, t h e  Earret t  procedure involves digestion of t he  pi tch sample 
i n  toluene, f i l t r a t i o n ,  an& then extraction of the residue in reflux- benzene. 
Because of the'  tine-consuming extraction phase, the Barrett  t e s t  requires in excess 
3f 24 b o a s  t o  c o q i e t e .  
especially io plant control work, prompted t h e  Applied Research Laboratory of U. S. 
S t ee l  t o  develop a rapid benzene-insolzbles t e s t  t ha t  could be completed in about 
6 hours. 

The undesirabil i ty of lengthy a a l y t i c a l  procedures, 

This paper describes the sal ient  f e a e a s s  of +A= rapid aenefnoci fo r  derer- 
mining the benzene-insoluble content sf pitch.  
quinoline in sohb les  i s  a l s o  &esc?ikeci azd d ismssed  brlsS.J-. 

A r%! id  nethod far A e t e ~ A h g  

Expsr imes ta l  Wcrk 

me % r e t <  method f o r  i i s t e w  b e u e r a  ksokik les  i s  an O p i r i c a l  

T 3  &if,?, 23 ST4 ( h r i c a n  
rcethcd -;La* bas be52  sed tk-au$Oilf; t he  industry ,Tier a mabe? 02 yzars and has 
Seen sccepted as  a mr~ c r  l e s s  stasdard pmced'ae. 
Society for Test ing Materials) test cethcd for beueni hsolu3les has been 6evissd. 
Ia devzioping a rapid =tho&, t ' l a  fouow-icg ckjectives bier2 f b d :  (1) The tw 
required t o  c o 4 l z t e  %e test sho1;18 1- 8 hocrs or l e s s .  
by the  new method shcu3 .3e eqxi-r%leri; t c  those o-atainitd by the Bz;Tett rrethod. 
( 3 )  E e  general F r b c i p i e i  of l i qes t i an  azd e-cract ion should be r e ~ i n e d .  

(2) The values obtained 

The ragi& 'cs?ners-iassl&it t e s t  cioselg 6uplicstes t he  Eiarrett rethod 
in a l l  phases except that the s izz-ccns is t  Gf the p - r t i c k s  in t h e  sample i s  
controlled arid t h z  r e f lux  e-utrsctior a>paratus asd t e c k i q u e  are  chacged. A 
number of  modifications ha-ze been m8e in the procedce  and in t he  des+@ o f :  the 
apparatus. 
method but in much l e s s  time. T& aT2arstus u s ~ 9  ia each method is shown in 
Figure 1. i n  the 3 e w  De!ethod, t h e  q e c i a i  extraction f l a sk  and t he  f i l t e r  pager 
thimble of the Earrett test a r e  replaced Kith tne more nodern and ver sa t i l e  
Soxhlet extraction apparatus and Soxhlet paper extrsction thimble. 

These c h w e s  o r w i d e  t b s  sme deqrss c f  extraction as t he  3arrett 
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L q o e a n t  added featxr-as of tk S c x U s t  e-xtraction apparatus a re  shorn 
i n  Figure 2 .  The wire spacer, wkich r e s t s  cn t h e  bottom of the  extraction cup of 
the  SOxhlet apparatas, posit ions the thimble so  t h a t  the  miedle of the  thimble is  
a t  the  top of tfie siphon tcbe. 
thimble and a t  the  same time prevents loss of sample t'mough cverflow. 
guide, bu i l t  onto the  bottom of the con&e2ser, d i r sc t s  a l l  of t he  refluxing stream 
i z to  the  thimble. 

This prcvi&es an adequate l i qu id  l e v e l  in  the 
A reflux 

Without the gdide, ccrsiderable sclverit by-passes the  thimble. 

The coal-tar pitches selected f o r  use in t h i s  study represent a wide 
r a w e  (15 t o  35 w t  $) of benzene-insolable coEtents. 
more comon properties c;f these pitches.  Three cf the  pitches were obtained from 
t a r s  recovered da-ing t h e  h i g h - t e q e r a k r e  carborizatiar cf bi tunimus coal. The 
f o u t n  p i tch  was przducsd fzom tsr' from t h e  low-tempsrat?ll-e carbonizstion of sub- 
bitiunizious coal. The t a5 le  shovs tke berzene-insol~st~le cs?tezt cf t he  pitches a s  
detzrmired Sy the 3arrz';t net>&. 

\ 

Table I shows some of t he  

13 the z w  raTid method, s t s l l a r d  s a p l i n g  pro;&i-es ( A S M  D 140-55 and 
ASM D%-35) arz followed t a  i m - z e  t h s t  tke  ps r t io2  used f o r  ans lys i s  i s  represen- 
t a t ive  c,f t ~ a  pi5ch sarpls.  IL a&ditica, whan t??? pi';ch i s  s e f i c i e z t l y  hard it is 
gromd %c pass tk-mgh a U. S. %. 6G s lese  ard the  t e s t  smple  i s  collected f r o m  
material :etsine& G X  a U. S. E.2. 100 siece.  This i s  dcze $2 cS';ain a sample with 
a pa r t i c l e  s ize  (0.0058-b. t a  9.0082-in. diame-;er) t h a t  w i l l  irsure good solvent 
contact. The pa r t i c l e s  should be sLLfficisr,tly m a l l  so  t h a t  the  s o l v a t  car: be 
rapidly absorbed, bGt not so small t ha t .  agglmerstion o r  packiw cf f ines  can 
prevzat or r e t a rd  solverk contact .  Tnhs sample size i s  aLj3j.lstz.l t o  y ie ld  apcrox- 
imately 0.25 gram of insohk19 material  ( x u a l l y  1 cr 2 @;rams). 
weighed into a 'oesker axd digested 5 60 m i u s i t e r s  (d) o f  t o h s z e  f o r  30-minutes 
on a steam bath. The crzfez ts  of the Sesker aze:tl;sn t z w s f e r r d  t o  a 30- by 77 m 
(si.n.gle ;eight) Soxhls t  e-xkacticx thimSle t h a t  has been ~ i e v i ~ d s l y  t a r ed  in a 
weighing bot t le .  
irsolx31e matter i s  5res fer r23 .  t o  %he thiuibli by the  cse o f  a brush and a small 
31~15)12?t of t o l u e x .  
the suspension has passed t h r o q h  t'e thim'cl?, ths thinhle i s  xashed with b a z e n s  
as& tbex placed bLtc 8 44-rn Soxllef  aqarat 'Js fo r  extractic?.  
graamlly to the f l a sk  ts avoid th?  p s s s i b i l i t y  of l i @ d  erqtL?g k t a  the extrac- 

close atte2:ior c,f t h e  q a r a t ~ .  Onze the desire& thro7@-p-k i s  achieved, the 
test will proceed p rac t i ca l ly  xzatton&e.d. 
of 4 i?c;.cs x i th  a sipnozing cycle of as2PrixWtely three  nin-ites. 
inatss a so l -en t  yeflux r a t e  of ab.oi;t l81X m l  per  Lo-=. 
the thimble is  zell?~~-~-~?l, air-dz-iei for  15  r i z s t e s ,  oven-h-ied fc.; 30 mirutes a t  
105 C, ccolnd i2 a d e s i c c s t x ,  ami wsighed. S i x  hsilrs a,n9 r.?qLi-ed to complete 
the di temicat ion cf LIS a r x m t  cf s a q l e  ksc l l ib ie  ia b e r z s x .  

Tf?s sample i s  

The thiTbls i s  placed i n  a crucible hcLder mer a bsaker and the  

F i g a x  5 shows t k i s  operation. tka tha  l i qu id  portion of 

Eeat i s  applied 

L .  b i o n  tu3e. The gradilal heatL7 per i s2  recpirzs aTproxizately 1s miciites snd the  

Tie sxtraztisr:  is c:r?&ict& f c r  a t o t a l  
This approx- 

A t  the  ezd of t h i s  period 
, 

Res-dts a33 Discussioz 

Seysral st?ps were 7?.rGki2z in arri-ring at, the FXPC cpirating ccndi- 
Zions fo r  the Soxhle5 e z r a c t o r .  They were (1) determination of t h s  pe-rmeability 
of ?;he ~ o x 3 l e t  thimble r e l a t ive  t 3  the f i l t e r -psper  thimSle, (2) establishment of 
the  xaxim3m tlrou&p-& capacity f o r  bzrzzne in t he  Soxhlet apparatus, and (3) 
e s t a b l i s h a n t  of ths tAhroughput of benzene in the Far re t t  apparatus when operating 
a t  the recommegded Soilup r a t z .  



That the Soxhlet thimble is no more permeable t o  the  retained insoluble 
matter than i s  the f i l t e r -paper  thirriole was established by az experimect in which 
t h e  Soxhlet thimble was used in the extractio3 apparatus of the  Barrett method. 
This experiment showed t h a t  the tlse of t he  Soxhlet thim3le gave results ident ica l  
t o  those obtained in a test  i n  vhich the  fi l ter-paper thimble was used. 

The Soxhlet thimble was fomd t o  be capable of handling a l l  the  benzene 
returned t o  the  siphon cup of the  Soxhlet extraction apparatus a t  maxirmun boilup, 
which was 1800 m l  per hour. 

The average thoughput  of benzene in  the  Barrett  tes4. (about 80 drops 
per  minute) is  about 6600 m l  in 24 hours. 
paratus required s l igh t ly  less thao 4 hours t o  reflux the same quantity of benzene. 

A t  maximum boilup, the Soxhlet ap- 

Another matter ‘that has considered concened the tenrperatures t o  which 
Sinze the  erkerior of the thimble t h e  samples e r e  su5jected i n  the  rapid t e s t .  

i n  the Soxhlet apparatlls is p a r t i a l l y  immersed in the bamene condensate during 
a portion of *the extraction cycle, it was conceivable t h a t  the  condensate could 
lower the t e a p e r a t r e  of t he  coxtexts of the  thinble.  In the  Barrett apparatus, 
t h e  thimble is constantly bathed ?y solvent vapors and refluxing s?lvent. 
ascer ta in  whether t k r e  was a temperature d i f f e r a c e ,  an experiment was performed 
i n  which thermocouples were suspended in the l iqu id  and vapor portions of the  sol- 
vent i n  an operating Soxhlet extractor.  
temperature d i f f e ren t i a l  was within one degree Ce3tigrade. A t hemcoup le  was also 
suspended i n  the  vapor p x t i c n  of the  Barrett apparatus and it was established that 
t he  vapor temperatures =-re the  same ir? both apparatus. 

To 

A f t e r  the f irst  few siphon cycles, the 

The rapid benzene-insolubles t e s t  was performed by each of three opera- 
to rs ,  who conducted three dLplicate t e s t s  on each p i tch  sample, t o  establish the 
repea tab i l i ty  of the  t e s t .  The resu l t s  of the  t e s t s  a r e  shorn i a  Table I1 and 
p lo t ted  in Figure 4.. The horizontal  l i n e  across the  center 3f t he  chart  in 
Figure 4 represents a scale f o r  benzeils-insolubles v a l i i s  as determined by the 
Barrett  t e s t  method. Tie p c h t s  02 the scale a re  the average of three dupliczte 
determinations f o r  benzem-i3soluble ccntents of th2’ fovr samples wh=n t e s t ed  ‘OJ 

the  Barrett method. 
percentage of sample, fron tke values sS$air~,d 3y the  Earrett  method ( the  horizontal 
center l i n e ) .  m e  l i nes  G g r e s s x g  frcm the  horizoztal  ceater line rzpzesent the 
limits of reproducibil i ty a s  established by the  Sa r re t t  meA%.od. 
i n  percentage of sample a s  0.1 -i C.05 x percent insclubla m t t e r  7 3  benzene. The 
points above and ‘selow t s e  c e r t e r  l b e  represent the valczs o3tsiaed 5~ the rapid 
benzene-insolu51-s methcd. 
and each point represerts a mew v a h z  as determined from 5he v a h e s  of  auplicate 
t e s t s ;  a s  s t a t ed  before, each Gqerator performed three  dqd ica t e  t e s t s  or s ix  
t e s t s  per p i t ch  sample, ZG obtain three ne= values f o r  comparison v i th  the stand- 
ard value (center l h i 3 J .  

The -rertLcal scale represects t h e  deviation, expressed i n  

This i s  expressed 

Tce Lifferezt symbols represent differen2 opzrators 

A s  may be seeE on tne grappn, most of the values o3taineL by the rapid 
procedure f a l l  within the limits of reproducibility s e t  for  the values by the 
Barrett method. 

Mean and standard deviation values fo r  each of the pitches analyzed by 
the rapid method are  shown i n  Table 111. 
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Because of the exceptionally good reproducibil i ty and the  savings in 
time, we f e e l  the rapid t e s t  method f o r  benzene insolubles is a good replacement 
for  the Barrett t e s t  method. 

Quinoline Insolubles 

The l e s s  time-consuming a quali ty control t e s t  o r  specification t e s t  is, 
the more desirable it is. 
the portion of sample insoluble in quinoline r equkes  only about 3 hours t o  
complete, the poss ib i l i t y  of shortening the time requirement was investigated. 
As i n  the investigation of the rapid benzene-insolubles t e s t ,  the objectives 
included the l imitation t h a t  the  empirical values a s  obtained by t h e  presently 
used procedure would be duplicated, and tha t  t he  general p r inc ip les  of digestion 
and extraction should be retained. 

Even though the commonly used method fo r  determining 

A t e s t  meeting these requirements was developed which could be completed 

Time requirements were decreased by changing the  techniques of 
in l e s s  than 1 hour. 
i n  principle. 
extraction and drying. 

The new rapid procedu-re d i f f e r s  l i t t l e  from the  old procedure 

ExperFmental Work 

The p i tch  samples tes ted  were the same as  those used i n  the  benzene- 
insolubles study. Also, the  same techniques of sample preparation were followed. 

s ize  t o  
fo r  two 

In the rapid quinoline-insolubles test, a weighed sample of suf f ic ien t  
yield 0.1 gran of insoluble material  i s  digested with hot (170 C )  quixoline 
minutes. The digested sample i s  then f i l t e r e d  with the  a i d  of suction, 

as shown in Figure 5, through a Selas crucible ( f ine  porosity) containing a quan- 
t i t y  of diatomaceous f i l t e r  aid. When substantially a l l  of the  material has been 
transferred from the  beaker t o  the  crucible, t he  beaker i s  rinsed Kith 20 m l  of 
hot (170 C) quinoline; t h i s  material i s  a l so  transferred t o  the  crucible. Any 
par t ic les  tha t  adhere t o  the  beaker a re  washed in to  the crucible with benzene. 
The f i l t e r  cake i n  the c,ncible i s  then washed with 80 ml. of benzene and then 
with 80 ml of acetone. After the acetone wash, the f i l t e r  cake is  dried while 
s t i l l  under suction by means of a 250-watt infrared lamp mounted about 12 inches 
above the crucible. 
t o  r e w e  the small amount of acetone vapors tha t  a r e  evolved. 
15 minutes), the crucible i s  cooled in a desiccator and weighed. 

T h i s  operation should be conducted i n  a well vent i la ted  hood, 
When dry (about 

Results and Discussion 

To develop a rapid quinoline-insolubles t e s t  msthod tha t  would re ta in  
the basic principles of t h e  old nethod, it was necessary t o  reduce the  time re- 
quirement by a l te r ing  the techniques of operation. 
t ions of digestion. 
quinoline from 80 C t o  l7O C and shortening the  time of digestion from 20 t o  2 
minutes did not a l t e r  the end result. Adding an acetone wash t o  t h e  procedure 
shortened the drying process. The acetone removes benzene, which i s  more dif-  
f i c u l t  t o  vaporize, from the  quinoline-iasoluble matter. Subsequent removal of 
the  acetone was quicfcly accomplished by the application of heat fron a heat l a m p .  
F'urther time savings were derived by using previously dried crucibles and f i l t e r -  
a id  material. 
w e d  l e s s  than 1 hour t o  complete a s  opposed t o  the  3 hours fo r  t he  old method. 

One area stadied was the condi- 
It was detexnined tha t  idcreasing the  temperature of the 

The sum of these time savers resulted i n  a rap id  method tha t  re- 

' I  

i 



Table N and Figure 6 show the  r e su l t s  of rapid quinoline-insolubles 
Tre horizontal  l i ne  across the center tests a s  determined by three  operators. 

of the chart  represents a sca le  f o r  quinoline-insolubles values a s  determined 
by the old method of t e s t .  The points on the  scale a re  the average of t k e e  
se t s  of duplicate determinations of quinoline-insoluble contents of the four 
samples t e s t ed  by the  old method. The ve r t i ca l  scale represents the  deviation, 
expressed in percentage of sample, from the  values by the old method (the 
horizontal center l i n e ) .  
the  limits of reproducibil i ty a s  established by the  old method. This i s  ex- 
pressed i n  percentage of sample a s  0.10 + 0.02 x percent insoluble na t te r  i n  
quinoline. 
obtained by the  rapid quinoline-insolubles method. The different symbols 
represent different operators and each point represents a mean value a s  deter-  
mined from the  values of duplicate t e s t s .  Each operator performed three dup- 
l i c a t e  t e s t s ,  or six t e s t s  pe r  p i tch  sample, t o  obtain three mean values fo r  
comparison with the standard value or center l i n e .  

The l i nes  digressing from t h e  center l i n e  represent 

The points above and below the  center line represent t he  values 

A s  was true with t he  benzene-insolubles values, neariy a l l  the quinoline- 
insolubles values obtained by the rapid nethod f a l l  ??i.tnin t ke  limits of repro- 
duc ib i l i ty  s e t  for  t he  values obtainable by the old method f o r  quinoline insolubles 

Mean and standard deviation v a h e s  f o r  each of the  samples analyzed by 
t h e  rapid method are  shown in Table V. 

sumaary 
Methods have been developed fo r  the  rapid determination of benzene- 

and quinoline-insolubles in pitches.  The rapid benzene-ixsolubles t e s t  requires 
6 hours t o  complete as compared t o  the 24 hours necessary fo r  the  generally used 
Barrett  method. The rapid quinoline-insolubles t e s t  requires 1 hour t o  complete 
a s  opposed t o  3 hours for  t h e  old method. 
methods cor re la te  w e l l  with those of the  standard methods. It i s  hoped t h a t  the 
time advantages gained warrant the consideration of these rapid t e s t s  as accept- 
able methods fo r  analysis of benzene- and quinoline-insoldble matter. 

Results obtained with the  rapid t e s t  

i 

i 
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Takle I 

Properties of Pitches 

P i tch  
A B C D 

Benzene Insolubles, w t  $I 14-73 22.57 33.94 35-42 
Quinoline Insolubles, wt $I 2.25 9.98 12.23 28-99 
Softening Point, C 78.3 105 * 5 u7.5 64.9 
Cpke Value, wt '$ 42.5 56.0 58.9 35.8 

Table I1 

Results of Benzene-Insolubles Determinations 

Rapid Method 

Operator Run No. 

I 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

I1 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

I11 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Barrett  Method 

* Mean values 

- I - Pitch,  w t  '$ 

14.17 
14.26 l4 ' 22* 

13.85 14' l8 
14.50 

14.82 15.02 
15.22 

13'% 14.00 14.13 
13.63 iJ .89 

13 - 37 
l4*j2 14.50 14.69 

15.40 15.35 15.31 
15.08 
15.97 

14-73 

15-53 

21.72 32.60 J6.09 
2L.80 32.39 32.50 35.60 35*85 
21.61 3422 3.01 
22.46 22'04 34.39 36.10 _.  

33-70 33.60 34.90 34.35 
33.50 34.82 21' 'I. 21.92 22.40 

22.50 
23.44 22*97 
21*61 21.51 21.41 
22*57 22.90 23.22 

33.55 33.5'; 

33.55 33.55 
33.33 

33- 59 

33.17 32*92 33.04 

37.29 s.96 
36 -63 
36*84 36.70 36.56 
36m33 36.43 36.53 

36-36 36.64 32.20 
33. a3 36.91 22'06 22.04 22.02 

23.38 33'77 34.00 36'19 36.01 

22*56 22.20 35*05 35.00 
23.64 23*51 34.24 35.83 

35.74 35.44 35 * 14 21.85 34.94 

22 * 57 33.94 35.42 
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Table III 

S t a t i s t i c a l  Data f o r  the  Rapid Benzene-Insolubles Test 

Pithh 
A B C D 

Number of Runs 18 18 18 18 

Mean 14- 53 22.31 35.57 36.10 

Standard Deviation 0,663 0.718 0.912 0.682 

Table IV 

Xesults of a inol ine- Inso lubles  Determinations 

Rapid Method 

Operator Run No. 

r, 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

I1 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

I11 1 
2 
3 

' 4  
5 
6 

Pitch, w t  $ 
A B C D 

2.20 10.21 12.16 29.46 
2.22 2'21* 10.26 12.17 *'l7 29.98 a'22 

'-33 2.32 2.30 
2'28 2.29 2.30 

2.27 2.28 2.28 

10.26 
9.74 

10.20 
10.23 
10.24 
10.17 

2.33 9.84 
2.45 2.39 10.05 

10.13 2'22 2-29 2.35 
10.29 2*45 2.40 2.32 

10.00 

10.22 

10.20 

12.17 
12.18 
12.93 
12-79 
11-93 
12.94 

12.18 

12.96 

L2.44 

28 * 99 
28.86 
28.95 
28.90 
28.92 
28.85 

28.94 

28.93 

28.89 

12.31 28.47 9.95 13-27 12-79 28.76 28-62 
10.12 12.13 Q.41 28 28:79 64 28.72 

12.69 
10.30 12s27 12-25 12.23 28.38 28.s 

28.33 

Barre t t  Method 2.25 9.98 12.23 28 99 

* Meanvalues 
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Table V 

Statistical Data for the Rapid Qdnoline-Insolubles Test 

Pitch 
A B C D 

Number of Runs 18 18 18 18 

Mean 2.29 10.16 12.38 28.71 

Standard Deviation 0.081 0.150 0.377 0 * 325 

i 
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Extraction Apparatus for Benzene-Insolubles Tests 

Figure 1 

Modifications of Soxhlet Extractor 
for Rapid Benzene-lhsolubles Test 

Figure 2 
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Transferring Insoluble Matter to Thimbles in 
Rapid Benzene-lnsolubles Test 

Figure 3 

OEVIATIOM I N  Z OF SAMPLE 

0 - B I R R E T I  I M D  
ul o-oPERaroR I 

0 0  
+ -  , 0 

8 - -.a 

BENZENE-INSOLUBLES. W T  Z 

Statistical Data for  Benzene-lhsolubles Test 

Figure 4 
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QuinoLine-Insoluhles Filtering Apparatus 

Figure 5 

OUlnOLlME-lNSOLUB~ES. Wl .I. t l  

Statistical Data for Quinoline-Insolubles Test 

F igure  5 

c 
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B. K. i d a z w a r  ana A. L h i r i ,  
Central  Fuel Xesearch I n s t i t u t e ,  Jealgora,  

Dhancnd, India  

The prodem of chemical cons t i tu t ion  of coa l  has long reinained an intractable one 
but intensive work car r ied  within the  last decade in par t icu lar  has s t ead i ly  revealed impor- 
tant in fo rmt ion  on she s-ruccural pa t te rn  of coal. 
tural p z r a e t e r s  nas emerged a d ,  broadly speu ing ,  whasever has been achieved so f a r  
mainly concerns t h i s  aspect of  coa l  structure. 
meant the  s t a t e  of c o w h a t i o n  of carbon, hydrogen and oxygen and t h e i r  d i s t r ibu t ion  in 
the average s t ruc tu ra l  'unit ' .  Such knowledge has been obtained from various physical 
s c d i e s  e.g. x-rayl-d, mfra-red9-u, nuclear magnetic resonance (n.m.r.)lz-u, proton 
spin resonance (p.s.r.)15, e lec t ron  sp in  resonance (e.s.r.@-U a n i  statistical 
tecnniqussl%23 involvinb dens i ty ,  re f rac t ion ,  sound veloc i ty ,  magnetic suscep t ib i l i t y  
and o ther  propirt ies.  

Since 1952 t h e  concept of t h e  struc- 

dy s t r u c t u r a l  parameters is generally 

ut 

i e c e n t u  a n d r  of chemical t e c h n i . q ~ e s ~ ~ - ~ ~  have oeen developed in these labra- 
t o r i e s  t o  assess the s t ruc tu ra l  parlraniexers i n  coal as revealed by physical masurements. 
In the 'main, these cons t i tu te  oxidation, pyrolysis,  and dehydrogenation and have led  t o  
important infor-mtion on t n e  s t a t e  o i  cornomation of carbon and hydrogen i n  coal as we l l  
a s  on the  s i ze  of t he  aroinacic nucleus. 

41 Carbon is the  predominant elenent i n  coal and the major par t  of it is believed. 

'I'm chemical techniques, nainely, oxidation 25'28 and p y ~ o l y s i ~ ~ ~  have been a p l o y e d  
by tk authcu-s to r  t ne  quant i ta t ive  masureznent of t h e  aromatic carbon. 
t h a t  by these mthods of t r e a t m a t  the non-aromatic s t ruc tu re  is preferer. t ial ly oxidized 
or devolati l lzed leaving the  aromatic skeleton of c o d  unaffected. 
t ha t  t h e  mechanisns of oxidation o r  pyrolysis of  c o a l  are not a s  sijn-de as that. Sence, 
i n  m r e  recent workJ+2,13 fu r the r  support of the  v a l i d i t y  of the oxidation and pyrolysis 
techniques h a s  been obtained by applying t h e  methods on reduced coals. ,This is  because 
in reduced coals t h 3  Zssential  i 'eatures of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t ruc tu re  are  oelieved t o  be 
retained, but t h e  d i sc r ib i t i on  o f  carbon atxi hydrogen in two forms, aromatic a d .  non- 
aromatic, a re  d t e r e d .  

A ser ies  of v i t r  

t o  be aroinatic in character. 

it is believed 

It may as well ke 

were reduced with l i th ium and ethylenediaaine follo'niing the  
technique of I. Xender tY and h i s  co-workers. Th i s  treatment c rea t e s  f resh  hyi roaromt ic  
s t ruc ture  at the  expense of the aromatics. 
tineoretically calculated from the  amount of hd rogen ,  added during reduction provided that 
the  a r o m t i c i t y  of t h e  o r ig ina l  coalaas determined by chemical techniques are assuned 
to be correct. 
as by pyrolysis stlidies have oeen found to be i n  exce l len t  agreement with the  theo res i ca l  
valu.:s as r e p r o d u ~ e d ~ 4 3  i n  'Tables 1, 2. 

da ta  espec ia l ly  tr?OSe45-46 put forward. by the authors (Taable 3)  a lso  give values of 
a r o m t i c i t y  A i c h  are in g o d  agreement wi-Lh those determined by t h e  chsnica l  sethds  of 
oxidation =a pyrolysis (3ig.lj. .  The va lues  of a romat ic i ty  obtained by chemical tech- 
niques can perhaps be t aka  t o  be more precise than those deduced e'arlier by physical 
technique s . 

The aromaticity of  reduced c o a l s  can be 

The a roaa t i c i ty  of the reduced coa l s  as determined by oxidation as well 

13-14 hecent physico-chemic al ~ i e d u c t i o n s ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~  50y66'68 'baaed on i n i r a m d 4 '  and n-m-r 
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Now t h a t  a -gecise est-te of ar6maticitx is avajlable from chemical. methods, 

It i s  found t h a t  the values  
it is of interest t o  compare such values w i t h  those ear ' l ier  assessed oy a number of 
physic& techniques. 
of "ordered" carbon obtained by x-ray d i f f r a c t i o n  s tudies3 closely f a l l  i n  line with 
the mst .acceptable  valugs of arornaticiLy, Assessment of non-aromatic s t ructure  and hence 
of t he  aromatic by i n f r L r e d  s tudies  i s  rendered d i f f i cu l t  because of the lack of 
precise data on ext inct ion coefficient.  r a t i o  required for  computation. 
v a u e s  of aromaticity could te obtained by such m t h d s .  
mat ic i ty  obtained by I.G.C. Dryden47 by a s tudy of  the self-consistency between several  
physical  techniques are  about 5 -Lo Lo p e r  c e n t  higher than those d i r e c t l y  obtained by 
chemical studies and c w t  be reconciled with the  values of alicycUciGy obtained by 
the  aut,he ~ 3 7 . .  The values of armnaticity deduced by any o f  the a t a t i s t i c a l  Lechiques 
inada by van Krevelen and ~ o - w o r k e r s l 9 - ~ 3  are also 10-15 per cent .higher than those 
obLained later by chemical techniques (Fig.1). Their values of aromaticity can also 
not be reconciled vdth 'the most i r e fe r r ed  values of a l ic j rc l ic i ty  (determined in these 
l abora to r i e s ) ,  because the sum of the two exceeds the t o t a l  carbon i n  c o a l  ( table  4). 
If the munt of methyl carbon i s  taken in to  consideration the discrepancy would increase 
a t i l l  further.  

Such comparison is  depicted i n  H i . 5 . 2 .  

'Thus no firm 
The p-efemed values of aro- 

It w i l l  be of, in te res t  to note t h a t  tha differences between values of aro- 
matici ty  obtained by d i f f e ren t  tecihniques are grezter  i n  the case of coals  of lower 
rank, but tney tend to narrow down f o r  higher rank coals. 
bjr the  inherent d i f f i c u l z i e s  -in the accurate ineasurement of t he  physical parameters 
owing t o  the possible interference by the  presence of more oxygenated groups in coals 
of lower rank. 

This  may perhaps. be explained 

Information about t h e  disposi t ion and character of the non-aromatic carbon 
in coal has recently been ootained oy Ghe authors  by a s e r i e s  of dehydrogenation studies 
It has been show chat Ghe non-aromatic s t ruc tu re  of coa l  is predominantly a l icycl ic .  

32-40 , 
i 

The f i r s t  estimates of a l i c y c l i c i t  $233 were obtained by employing Vesterbrg 'e  .' 
t echnhue  of dehydrogenation. The r e s u l t s  so obtained were confirmed by a n o t h s  method 
gf deh$irogeenation with iodine. 
of the carbon i s  in a l i c y c l i c  combination i n  whs bituminous rage (carbon : 8 C S O  oer 
cenT,). 
c a l l y  non-exiscent in t h e  anthraci te  stage. . 

t ion  and obtained much higher resu l t s .  It has r e c e n t l y  men shmn by the authorsF%: 
the higher e s t a t e s  of Peover inay have been aue GO so= systematic s r o r  in  the polaro- 
graphic determination of hjdroquinons produced as a r e s u l t  or' the dehjdrognat ion of 
coal. In f a c t ,  an invest igat ion of t h e  'knzoquixone imthod i n  ~ e s e  laboracories has 
shown t h a t  ~ h e  criree me-hods of dehydrogenaGion viz .  by sul,&ur, iodine ard benzoquinone 
are comparable in so far as '&e extent of dehydrogenation possib+ i n  d i f f e ren t  rdnb 
of  c o d  (Iable  5 ) .  

Phase estimates iariicated chat broadly-10-25 per cent 

The a l ic . ;p l ic i sy  p rogess ive ly  diminisnes with increase i n  rank  and is practi-  

Subsequently, iVi.i.Peover@ introduced Zhhe benzoquhone nesncd of dehjd 

F u r t h e r ,  the app l i cab i l i t y  o f  Vesterberg's technique in the dehdmgeaaiion 
of c o a l  structum has been cor rowra tea  by determinaGion of hydroaramaticity in reduced 
coals.\ It has been fourxi49 that the f r e sh ly  created hydroaromatic s t ructure  in the 
reduced coals undergoes dehydrogenacion with sulphur guantitatively,agarently without 
any side reactions. These results y e  reproduced in i a b l e  6 .  

'rhus, the values of a l icyc l ic i t j r  o r ig ina l ly  presented 32-33 from these . .  
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l s m r a u r i e s  i n  1S5a should be t r ea t ed  as l a rge ly  cor rec t  (Fig.  j) . 
mount  of i~yjrogen which could be added t o  coa l  a t  any stage of reduction a u l d  Je 
quant i ta t ive ly  r-ved49 during dehyomgenation with sulphur @ as l e  6 ) .  This indicates 
t h a t  coa l  s t r u c u r e  i s  perhaps unique i s  its chemical r e a c t i v i t y  and *&at she estimates 
of a l icyc l ic izy  obtained by treatment w i T h  sulphur are ?oss io ly  che inaxiam values. 

An iilirediate consequence of  dehydrogenation s u d i e s  has been the recognition 

I n  f a c t ,  the 

of t he  f a c t  tnar, t h e  sun of aromatic and a l i c y c i i c  carjon a?pears t o  be v i r i u d l l y  
conscanc a t  the l e v e l  of 92 per cenc or' t h e  t o t a l  c a r m n  in coa l ,  irres-3ective of i t s  
I_ rx,k,  f r o 3  = s i t e  LO the hichest  rank b i tu inous  coal. 
emerged f r o a  Ghe pyroiysis s td i e s  on dehydmgerated coa ls  a d  a d s  ?re-Lzeated W i t h  
d i f f e ren t -  chmic2.l reagects 7. 'The a roaa t i c i ty  progressively increases a t  the expense 
of the a l i cyc l i c  s t ruc ture ,  with increass & r a n x  and tr2is appears t o  be the -zincip-al 
nechanisdo inmlved  in .geo-cnemical metamrphisn of coal i n  the .aituminous range. 
impliczcions of t h i s  concep  has been discussed elser~ilere40 and has possibly led 50 a 
be t t e r  undarstanding of t h e  pa t te rn  of coa l  swucture  and i t s  variation durQg The 
ger.esis of coal. 
by the present authors4546 (Table 3) &so s i n t  to t h i s  wns tan t  fea ture  o f  cod. 
s t ruc ture  . 
(b) AliDnatic Combinasion 

T : i e  sane conclusion repeaLedljr 

i he  

'ihe physico-chenicd deductions l a t e r  imde by ii.7. Gaines70 as w e l i  as 

A s  t h e  a roaa t ic  and a l i c j c l i c  ca -bn  consti t i ; te a b a t  92 ,mr cent of  t he  t o t a l  , 
carbon in coal, the  a l iphz t ic  car'mn would mount to &out 8 per  cent. ~ s ~ e m p i s  :=de 
by several  workersji53 t~ estjlnate the mthy1 groups in coal by employing Xuiin-i?oth 
reaction have indicated t h a t  hardly >4 per cent o f  the carbon is possibly present i n  
t h i s  form. 'This leaves anotner  4 per cent of t he  carbon unaccounted. F r o 3  ce r t a in  
s t r a c t u r a l  considerations the F e s e n t  authors suggested S a r l i e r  ~ n a t  %his anaccounted 
carbon could also be present27,ko in the form o f  meLnyl groups. 
iCuhniioth mthod cannot .te applied f o r  the quant i ta t ive  ustarmination of C m t h y l  groups 
l inked to aromatic s t ruc ture  and knee estimates oz' .2-methyl groups by such proceiiure 
can only be mirrimum values. 

It is  welJ-kzown that . ' 

*om recent p.s.r. measurements made by i)th & Tschamlerl' it appaars  st 
3G-35 per cent of hprogen  may be present as consticusnts of .&m-thi-l groups i n  coal. 

T h i s  i s  consissenL with the authors' view t n a t  about 0 per cent oil carbon i n  coa l  i s  
present aa methyl groups. 
autnors d s o  l ead  to a similar conclusion CTaaDle 33. 

Pecent physico-chemicd dzductions45 made by the present 

Xevertheless, direct eqe r imen ta l  proof f o r  the above supposition i s  y& t o  
c i m .  
in coal  strucuure cannot be disregsrded in view o f  strong indications for t k  s c m  fron 
dshyir ogenat ion studie s33. 

Q van ii-evden tt al 

In  t n i s  context the question of r,he probable presenca OZ anfii~ar mztilyl g o u p  

----'-"--"-'j7---------------------I-------------------------------- 
had questioned 5he vdlidiLy of Vesterberg's teen+ ue, i n  the  

selective denydrogenation of tk a3icyciic ssrucwre.  
since then M i c a t e d  chat side-reactions, ii' any, appeared to be n i n o r  am, accor- 
dingly, a revised estimate of m i n i m a  a l i c s l i c i t y  w a s  presented. hxever  in more 
recent studies49 by b e  authors 3n reduced coa ls ,  it a29eax-s tha t ,  i n  so f a r  as coa~. 
deh:,drogenation i s  concerned, t he  'Isster'cerg's technicpe i s  possibly soecific in 
E.he denydmgenation of t he  alic;;ciic s t ruccwe.  
developments i s  being presented elsewhereh9. 

Furche r  studies2 3 939 made 

li fi l l ier  account of t he  recent 

-----_--------------------________I__I-----------____----------- 

V 
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HW-miY 

From & m i c a  s t u d i e s  i c t e q t s  Lave also been nade t o  d;.tern;ine t h e  difzere& 
of hydrogen in coal, a r o a a t i c ,  a l i c y c l i c  and dlighatic.  Oxiaakion and p p o Q s b  

techniques nave enabled masurermnts of hjdrogen broadly i n  two f o r m  - aroinatic ana 
non-axomtic. Such measureEnts are not in good agreement xi& those sssassed by inirac 
red s tuaies .  'The. discrepancy between these two sets of e s t i s u t e s . i s  possibly duz t o  
inherent d i f i ' i c - t i e s  ir, the  zLeBsurerMnts of o s s i c e l  densi ty  and i c s  in te rpre ta t ion  
wfiich requires precise values for the e x t i m s i o n  coef f ic ien t  ra t io .  
matic and rion-zosatic hdrogen nade oy she authors by oxidation a d  p:n-olysis are 
m t u a l l y  consistent (Sig.4). 
same techniques of oxidation a& pyroly,sis can a l so  be successi^uily a p l o p d  t o  deter& 
t h e  a t e r e d  d is t r ibu t ion  of h%-ogen in reduced coals.  It m y ,  -thsr81^3re, be cnnciudad 
that the var ia t ion  of hTiirogen i n  arosa t ic  and non-aromatic form with increase in rank  
as detieraimd by chemical. mthods by t h e  authors c m  be c o n s i a e r d  t h e , _ p s t  acceptable 
a t  the monsut. 
l a t e r  out oniy by the  pyro l j s i s  Lechnique : h i s  r e s u l t s  a r a  ir? agraensnt with t h e  
authors '  v2Lues ar,d &re a lso  shown in Tig.4. Probaoly re-assessmnt or' the s t i a c t i o n  
coer 'f iciant r a t i o  i n  case of hfrz-red r e s u l t s  mag reconcile tne discrepancy ix-meen !he 
two s e t s  of e s t i m t e s ,  made by phys ica l  wd by cheaiczl  methods. Z.i.tj,wn e t  alL0& 
havs c l a i m 4  \;o have given su?-mrt t o  t n e i r  p r e f e r r d  values of exzinction coeff ic ient  
r a t i o  on the bas i s  or' recenL s t u c i e s  on c o a l  disti&tes, out such vacuum d i s t i i l a t e  of 
coal  nay not represent the C O ~  structu:s. autnars 
(and which nas k e n  recent ly  confirmd26) t h a t  such d i s t i l h t e s  Fiaariiy 0rigiaat.e f ran  
the d i c y c l i c  s t ructure  in  c d  (f'ig.5). 

The estimates of am- 

Further ,  it has been rzcent ly  shown elue*&erejL that the 

Such detersinac.ions were d s o  r e F r t e d  by V a n  i(r':velen;y a few m n k s  

It has been e a r l i e r  shown3J+ by 

Coal is beiieved t o  ham a polymeric or  perhaps Wly-condensate assemblag 
of s w u c t u r a l  units of varying aiirensions. 
c lus te rs  i n  such s t r u c a r a l  ' u i t s '  is a s  inpor tam as t h e  study of the s t a t e  of coizbi- 
nation of c z r a o n  and hy3rogen. dy Oxidation scudies &e autnors had also at tezqted an 
d s s e s s a n t  of the  a a r a g  s i z e  of aromatic-nilcleii .  .<-cording -GO Lhe mciianisfi o f  
oxidation suggssted by  the authors ,  the  l i na l  osidised residua of coa l  is je l ieved i o  
retain the  aromatic s b l e t o n  of coal. ;ience che atomic ri/C r a t i o  of tha nypothatical  
unsubsti tutad aromatic s k e k i o n  corresoonding t o  the oxidised coa l  would give a measme 
oi the average size  of the a r a n a t i c  nuclei i .  it has been foo;lod27 that Lhe a v e r a s  size 
of aronat ic  r u c i e i i  does not vary m c h  in tne b i t w i n o u s  rangt (carbsn : 3.2-51%) and 
i s  - x s s i b l y  const i tuted OF 4 t o  5 pol.pcondensed_'bsnzene r ings per =an s t r u c t u r a l  unit 
@able 7 ) .  L a r l i e r  s tudies  on x-rw di f f rac t ion3  acd on diunagpetic suszeptSuili tyU' -_ 
of coa ls  lsi to si;lilar assesszents.  Zeceni n s a s m m n t  of e lec t ron  a a i v a t i o n  e n s g y > g  
also support the z.ave estimates.  
c h e n i c d  zizasureinsnts (?abie 7) it may, therefore ,  're concluded '.at-possibl;r a f a i r  
e s t i s a t e  of the size o f  t h e  a r o n a i i c  u n i t s  is now a v a i l a u k .  

che zeasurement 02 the s i z e  of aromstic 

in view of the  consistency oez.ieen che physical  and 

3 .s .3iggs 
(1936-373 

59 

.~ ~. t h a t  the ' u n i t s '  02 c o a  s t r u c a r e  ~ U S G  're snaU in size. The i s o h c i o n  of 
d o d e c a  and tet r a d e c a  hydr o phenanchene ana hexadeca ana o c m i e c  a h y a r a c i r  y sene c a r e  s- 
pending ia 3-4 ring syssems sv-ould now aprear a be s i g n i f l c a t  in the  l igh t .of  E a s x e -  
ments of aroaatic 

Xild hydrogenoljrsis o f  coal  ex t rac t ,  res idue or c o d  i t s e l f  by d.Y.8iggs , 
and J.?..ieiler60 as well as by ;.Le Glaire5l had also ba t o  the  r e c o g i t i o n  

ring s i z e  by physical  and cheuicd. imcnods. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Q I ~ i I j  

The techniques of  s e l s c t i v e  oxidation and pjjol..pis i n  conjunction +ai+& 
dehjxirogenation s t u a i e s  have possibly yielded she mst  acceptaole infornaLion on t h e  
state of coabina;vion of c a r w n  and hjrdrogen as :11_pU. as on the s i z e  0 2  t h e  arosaLic 
nucleus. 'The howledge Ghat has  been acquired is  s u m w i s e d  in  abl le 3. 

Perhaps the t im has now COM f o r  reor ientat ion of the studi8s on t h e  consti- 
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t u t ion  of coal. 
before t h e  mcro-molecular s t r u c t u r a l  pa t te rn  of coa l  can be prec ise ly  depicted. 
pmoleus tha t  remain M be solved a r ~  : 

There are s t i l l  RWW gaps in our knowledge which have to be bridged 
Such 

( i )  .dhether c o a l  is a polymer Fn t h e  t y p i c a l  sense; 

i i i )  If so ,  k a t  i s  t h e  nature of t he  p o l p e r ,  especially t h e  -sure of 

( i i i )  'The spec i f ic  sizes of t he  individual structural 'un i t s '  of coal, i n  
pa r t i cu la r ,  t h e  d i s t r ibu t ion  of molecular weights among such 'units' 
which may not ,be a l l  i aen t&caL 

linkage betw*n the 'units' o f  coal struccure; 

. In fo rmt ion  on the polymeric character oE. c o a l  has been forthcoming from 52 
studies on solvent ex t rac t ion  and those on hydrogenolysis. 
from a siudy of t he  l i q u i d  p o d u c t s  obtained from h@rogenolysis, were led t o  conclude 
t h a t  c o a l  s t ruc ture  has possibly r epe t i t i ve  units just  a s  i n  a t y p i c a l  p0l;rrCler. 
Conf i r s t ion  of tiiis polymeric corxept has a l s o  possibly emsrged i h m  the r e c a t  scudies 
of  t h e  authors63 on she reac t ion  of permanganate on coal. It nag been snmn tha'i atay 
s tags  of d e s a d a t i o n  the  res idua l  coa l  l e f t  over a f t e r  reac t ing  coal w i i h  e i t he r  acidic 
or alkaline permanganate r e t a i n s  v i r t u a l l y ' t h e  same phys ica l  and chemical properties as 
tha t  of  t h e  o r ig ina l  coal ('Iaole 9). 
polymerisacion of t h e  c o d  s t ruz tu re ,  followed by decomposition of the fragments in*a 
water soluble products like caroon dioxide, oxalic acid and 'benzene polycarboxylic 
acids. 

R.A.Glenn and co-workers, 

, 

This  could perhaps be explained as a case of de- 

The next s tage  is obviously t o  havz adequate information about the  ac tua l  
r epe t i t i ve  'un i t s ' .  This can only be possible by i so l a t ion  of t h e  ' un i t s '  of coa l  by 
depolyaerisation and determination of m l e c u l a r  wei&ts of che ' un i t s '  thus isolated.  

Another equally important hiowledge t o  be sought i s  about. t he  naturo of 
L i t t l e  o r  no information is available on t h i s  aspect a t  linkace betwean the  ' un i t s ' .  

the mment. 
of the  i i spers ib i i l i ty  of c o a l  in alkali (espec ia l ly  in lower ranks of coal)  m y  revea l  
usefu l  information. 

Studies on t h e  mechanism of solvo1;rsis of coa l  i n  organic solvents and 

In 1957 the  authors6' had indicateci t h a t  t he  d isso lu t ion  of l i g n i t e  i n  
alkal i ,  even a t  room temperature is not ne re ly  a physical process bat i s  pro3aol.y 
preceded by hydrolytic s p l i t t i n g  of boms oet-heen t n e  'units'. It w a s  suggested tha t  
in Lignite (and.in cos) the par t  t h a t  gives r i s e  t o  h m i c  acid and t h e  residual 
pa r t  a re  possibly linked oy flavone o r  similar type of link@ (e.g. pyrone, lactone, 
ecc.) which are susceptible t o  claavage i n  presence 0: alicali. i-icwever, it i s  prema- 
t u r e  t o  conclude anything d e f i n i t e l y  6ut  it i s  believed that fur iher  work on t h s e  
l i n e s  and others may k a v i  @.eater l i g h t  on t h i s  h q o r t a n t  aspect of coa l  structure.  
X f4U-r  knowleags of  Qe naGur;? of t h e  'Unaccounted' oxygen i n  c o a l  vis-a-vis the 
d i s p e r s i o i l i t y  of coa ls  in a l k a l i ,  ana o f  the mechanism of regemrat ion  of huaic acids 
from a c m e  coals,  may also be of help. 

%sides the above basic considerations, we have yet to h o w  more prec ise ly  
a.mut the character of nitrogen and sulphur. They are minor elements i n  C O ~  but are 
believed t o  be i n t e g r a l  pa r t s  of t h e  coa l  struccure. .  Information on t h e  state Of 
nitrogen has been scanty, though, of late, it has been suggested65 t h a t  it may be 
l a r g e l y  prezent as functional grou;?~. 
exact. 
as those of carbon and hydrogen. 

About sulphur, our lcnodedga is even less 
Phe s t a t e s  of combin&ion of these ;ninor elements i n  c o d  are  jus t  as  dFJrtat 

The authors are gra t e fu l  ic~ 3k. 5.?.iajuidar, Zhief Infon:.ation CffiCer, 
Cent ra l  Fuel hesearch I n s t i t u t e ,  f o r  many valuanle suggestions halp in ef fec t ive  
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presentation of t h e  present r e v i w .  
l iwrawre survzy anu m campilauion of t h e  m u s c r i p t .  

Thanks are due GO Le. k.:.bttacharyja for help in 
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Fig.2 - Mean aromaticity of c o u  and i t s  variation 
w i t h  rank as determined by chelnicdl mthods 
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the physical and physio-chemical approaches. 

95 

90 

85 

80 

75 
-0- VAN KREVtLEN d d(1957bi 

-*- DRYDEN (1058) - YUUYDAR el d. 
-0- Y U U Y D A R  d. 

70 
(w*aoLv51s,1959-62 

65 (OXIDATION 1957-62 

60 
87 91 95 

PIR CENT CARBON 

Pig.1 - .+ramaticitf of coa l  by d i f fe ren t  approaches. 

f' 



84. 

Pk.3 - Variation of t h e  a l i c y c l i c i t y  o f  c o a l s  wi-A rank 
- values 0btainad.i.n 1952 'by dehgdrogenation 
with sulphur32,33; 
minat ions. 
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CATALYTIC DEALI(YLAT1ON O F  TAR ACIDS 

John S. Berber and Leslie R. Little.. Jr. 

U. S. Department of the Iaterior, Bureau of Mines. 
Morgantown Coal  Research Center, Morgantown. W. Va. 

bw-temperature carbonization has long been considered as a possible 
method for  the utilization of lignite and other low-grade coals. Various fixed-bed 
processes were developed and t r ied prior to the first World War, but most of them 
met  with limited success, and none became commercially significant. In the low- 
temperature carbonization process, the t a r  produced contains large quantities of 
tar acids. Depending on the coal cazbonized and the conditions employed, the tar 
acids content of the tar w i l l  vary from around 15 to 50 percent. In the carboniza- 
tion of Texas lignite, the distillable fraction of the low-temperature tar contains 
around 25 volume-percent tar acids of which only around 3 to 4 volume-percent are 
low-boiling phenols. 
from coke-oven t a r  phenols, cresols,  and xylenols have well-developed markets 
and uses and command a good price in the pure state. 
boiling phenols or  tar acids is limited, and when marketed as impure mixtures, 
they sell at a much lower price than the lower boiling phenols. Owing to the limited 
market for  these high-boiling phenols. large quantities of these coke-oven tars con- 
taining tar acids a re  burned as residual fueL Using fluidized-bed techniques 
developed during the las t  decade in the petroleum industry, workable low- 
temperature carbonization processes have been developed and offer great potenti- 
alities, providing that the market value of the carbonfiation products can be 
increased, for example, b y  converting high-boiling tar acids to low-boiling phenols. 

The low-boiling tar acids, which are commercially obtained 

The market for the higher 

Low-temperature tars have a high degree of alkylation. Methods of remov-- 
ing some o r  all of the alkyl groups, o r  decreasing their chahz length, consequently 
are of considerable interest. 
Bureau of Mines is the catalytic dealkylation at atmospheric pressure in which the 
alkyl groups a re  split off f rom the phenolic ring, yielding lower boiling homologs. 
Numerous catalysts of the silica-alumina type developed for petroleum cracking are 
available fo r  study. 
cleavage of the alkyl group--aromatic nucleus carbon-carbon bond at the same time 
avoiding rupture of the phenolic carbon-oxygen bond, which would result in a high 
yield of phenol itself. The Bureau plans to test individual catalysts at three tem- 
perature levels to determine the most promising catalyst and the best temperature 
range, which will then be more  comprehensively evaluated to f i x  optimum operating 
conditions for maximum phenol yield. 

One method of conversion presently under study by the 

The ideal catalyst A u l d  naturally be ooe that promoted 

Three types of catalysts were used in Bureau tests performed in the bbora- 
tory glass  reactor in which low-boiling methanol solubles were dealkylated. 
silica-alumina catalyst in pellet form gave yields of light phenols of approximately 
30 volume-percent of the feed acids. 

A 

The same catalyst, crushed to 16-20 mesh, 

i 

i 
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showed somewhat greater activity and yields. With cobalt-molybdenum catalyst, 
yields of light phenols were very low, and large amounts of gas and carbon were 
produced. With a cobalt catalyst, a fair'yield of light phenols was obtained even 
though the total conversion was low. 

Experimental 

Catalytic Dealkylation Laboratory-Scale Apparatus. The Bureau's 
laboratory-scale glass dealkylation unit was set up as shown in the schematic dia- 
gram (Figure l. ). A calibrated 
feed reservoir of 250-ml. capacity was connected to a small bellows-type pump 
whose stroke could be adjusted to deliver from 15  to 3,000 cc. /hr. of liquid feed. 
The pump discharged through a length of 1/8-inch stainless-steel tubing entering 
the reactor through a glass feed tube inserted in the top head of the reactor. An 
earlier feed device was tried, consisting of a 100-cc. hypodermic syringe mounted 
over the reactor and in contact with a motor-driven rotating threaded rod, which 
slowly depressed the syringe plunger. During operation, the plunger repeatedly 
stuck in the syringe barrel  resulting in intermittent feeding and breakage hazards. 
This method was used in Runs 4 and 5, and wks then replaced by the pump. 

A picture of the apparatus is shown in Figure 2 .  

The reactor unit was of all-glass construction, designed as shown in 
Figures 3 and 4. 
0. D. by 1-inch I. 13. and 36 inches overall length, fitted a t  top and bottom with 
standard taper glass joints. 
silica glass, affording safe operation up to 900°C. Eight inches from the bottom of 
the tube, indentations were made in the tube wall to hold a perforated porcelain 
disk, which served as a catalyst support. The reactor head, made of Pyrex glass, 
had threelaper joints at the top. Through the central taper joint, a Pyrex thermo- 
couple tube was inserted, extending lengthwise through the reactor tube and 
terminating at the porcelain support. 
the third was not used. There were two s m a l l  side connections with spherical 
joints, one for the entering of the carr ier  gas and the other for a pressure tap con- 
nected to a mercury manometer for measuring the pressure drop across the 
reactor packing. The bottom adapter, also of Pyrex, served to connect the reactor 
to the product receiver, a 500-cc. Erlenmeyer flask of actinic glass, immersed in 
an ice bath. Exit gases passed off through a small side tubulure and were metered 
through a wet-test meter. A tube packed with glass wool was placed in the off-gas 
line to protect the meter against dust o r  carbon particles and entrained vapors. 

The body of the reactor was a cylinder approximately l-1/4-inch 

It was fabricated entirely from "Vycor" 96 percent 

The feed inlet tube fitted into a second joint; 

The reactor w a s  mounted vertically within an electrically heated furnace, 
31 inches overall length with a heating zone 30 inches long, rated at 2 , 2 0 0  watts 
and operable to 1,850 "F. 
a variable transformer in the power supply to the furnace. This furnace was 
installed after Run 22.  Before that, two smaller 750-watt furnaces, each 13 inches 
long, were mounted end-to-end to encompass the reaction zone. With this arrange- 
ment, an unheated zone occurred where the two units came together, causing heat 
losses at that point, consequently, a poor heat transfer. A more uniform heating 
was obtained using the larger furnace. 

Temperature adjustment and control were obtained with 

Helium was used as the carr ier  gas to maintain flow throughout the system 
sweep feed and product vapors through the reactor. and 

f rom cylinders through appropriate regulators; the flow rate was measured by a 
The gas was supplied 
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Figure 1 .  Schematic Diagram of the Laboratory G l a s s  
Dealkylation Apparatus. 

Figure 2. Picture of the Dealkylation Unit. 
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Figure 3. Dealkylation Glass Reactor. 
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Figure 4. Picture of the Dealkylation 
Glass Reactor. 
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rotameter and was adjusted with a mall needle valve at the rotameter inlet. 
peratures in the reactor were measured with chromel-alumel thermocouples con- 
nected to a Brown "Elektronik" six-point recording potentiometer. The pressure 
drop across  the reactor packing, as noted before, was read on a mer- manometer 
connected across the inlet and outlet of the reactor. 

Tem- 

In preparing for a test, the reactor tube and top head were assembled, and 
A weighed amount of catalyst was poured into the thermocouple well was inserted. 

the reactor through one of the openings in the  top head. The height of catalyst above 
the support disk was measured, and the volume was calculated from calibrationdata 
previously obtained on the empty tube. Glass beads 4 mm. in diameter were poured 
on top of the catalyst to a convenient height, forming a preheating zone. The reactor 
was clamped into position within the furnace, and the necessary connections were 
made with the rest  of the apparatus. Feed material was added to the feed reservoir. 
The specific gravity of the feed was determined at room temperature by weighing a 
graduated cylinder containing 100 ml. of feed. 

Procedure. The tar acids for the dealkylation study were obtained from 
samples of low-temperature lignite tar supplied by the Texas Power and Light Com- 
pany. The samples were products from a solvent extraction pilot plant in which 
hexane and methanol were used in a double-solvent operation to separate neutral 
and acidic components. Tar  acids were recovered from the methanol extract by 
first stripping off solvent, then distilling the acids into two fractions designated as 
high-boiling and low-boiling methanol solubles. 

We originally planned to use the total high-boiling methanol solubles for feed. 
This material w a s  solid at room temperature and was therefore diluted with an equal 
volume of toluene to render it fluid and permit its pumping into the combustion tube 
of the glass reactor. W i t h  this feed, operating difficulties were caused by deposition 
of nonvolatile resinous substances, which plugged the reactor. Similar deposits 
occurred when a low-boiling methanol solubles residue boiling above 225 "C. was 
used. Tar acids of intermediate boiling range did not cause any plugging. 
of its greater ease of handling, we decided to work with low-boiling methanol 
solubles. 
high-temperature distiuation apparatus using a 2:t reflux ratio. The fraction boil- 
ing between 230 'C. and 266 "C. was retained a s  feed for the dealkylation study. In 
Runs 4 through 17, the feed was diluted with toluene; beginning with Run 18, the 
feed acids were used directly with no dilution (Table I). 

Because 

Samples of this stock were fractionated under vacuum on a Podbielniak 

The feed materials were analyzed for total acids by extraction with 10 percent 
caustic solution, considering the total caustic-soluble portion a s  phenols. 
batch of feed distillate showed 97.5 volume-percent tar acids, whereas the second 
batch analyzed only 82.0 volume-percent. A third feed fractionl not yet used, 
showed 81.0 volume-percent acids. The variation in the first material was probably 
owing to insufficient mixing before sampling, and for subsequent tests, the feeds 
should be fairly miform. 

The first 

Catalysts were commercial types furnished by various manufacturers. In 
most  of the tests, a silica-alumina cracking c a g y s t ,  Socony-Vacuum TCC type 3 4  
"Durabead, 'I w a s  used. Its composition is about 90 percent silica and 10 percent 
alumina, with less  than 0.1 percent contaminants, which are  primarily sodium 
salts. The catalyst comes in bead form and was sized to -4, +6 mesh before using. 
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In 21, 22, and 23, the catalyst was ground and a -L6, 4-20 mesh portion was 
used. in 31 16-inch 
tablets, containing 13-1/2 weight-percent cob& and molybdenum on an alumina 
support; and Girdler T-300, in the form of 1/8-inch tablets containing about 60 per- 
cent cobalt on kiese1-d.  

The tcRo other catalysts used up to now were Girdler E35B,  

All three catalysts were used as received. 

Helium carrier gas  was admitted to the system from the supply tank, 
adjusting the flow rate to 0.36  SCFH. 
perature, as measured by the bottom catalyst bed thermocouple, was gradually 
raised to the desired operating temperature. 
at the desired level, the feed pump w a s  turned on to start the run. 
stream coming into contact with the preheat zone vaporized and- passed downward 
over the packed catalyst. 
by an ice bath, where the liquid product collected and helium and noncondensible 
product gases passed off to the gas meter. 

Power w a s  applied to the furnace and the tem- 

When the temperature was stabsized 
The liquid feed 

The cracked vapors entered the product receiver, cooled 

The run was continued until sufficient liquid product was collected fur 
analysis. 
Pertinent operating data were recorded on log sheets at 10 to 15 minute intervals. 
After feed w a s  discontinued at the end of a run, helium flow was maintained, and the 
reactor w a s  kept at temperature for about an hour to purge the reactor completely 
of all vaporizable products. 

Depending on the charge rate, a run lasted from one-half to 3 hours. 

The total liquid product was weighed, its volume was measured at room tem- 
perature, and it was  then distilled using a glass  Vigreaux c01uq.n I/2-inch in 
diameter and 10 inches long. 
was distilled at atmospheric pressure. 
16O0-23O0C. w a s  distilled at 10 mm. Hg pressure. 
fraction was determined by extraction with sodium hydroxide solution. 
of tar acids thus determined was considered the total yield of light phenols. 
acids in the distillation residue were similarly determined. The acids in the caustic 
extract were recovered by neutralizing the extract w i h  dilute sulfuric acid and were 
retained for possible future analysis. 

An initial fraction, boiling up to 160°C. (Table II) 
A second fraction with a boiling range of 

The tar acids content of this 

Tar 
The amount 

During the cracking operation, considerable carbon w a s  deposited on the 
catalyst. 
ating the catalyst. 
substituted for helium at a rate sufficient to maintain 1.050" to I, 100°F. during the 
regeneration. Carbon dioxide produced was absorbed in an absorption bulb packed 
with "Ascarite. I' The absorption bulb was preceded by a small tube, was packed 
with cupric oxide, and was heated to 700%. by a s m a l l  mortar, which converted any 
carbon monoxide to the dioxide. 
and after the cupric oxide tube trapped any water vapor in the gas  stream. The total 
weight of carbon dioxide formed was then taken as a measure of the carbon formed 
in the run, assuming that the catalyst deposit consisted entirely of carbon. 

This carbon was removed by burning it off in an air stream, thus regener- 
The reactor was brought to I, 000°F. on helium; air w a s  then 

Drying tubes containing "Drierite" placed before 

Discussion and' Conclusions 

The study o n  dealkylation of tar acids undertaken at the Bureau's Morgantown 
Research Center was concerned chiefly with the selection of a most effective catalyst 
fo r  the production of low-boiling phenols and the examination of different variables 
in determining the mnnimum yield. This is a preliminary study. Not all of the 
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variahles (such as  temperatare. space velocity, catalyst size. catalyst regeneration 
characteristics, type of feed stock, use of additives to feed such as steam or  pyri- 
dine, etc. ) were examined, and more research work will follow to study and deter- 
mine the results of these variables. 

The following conclusions can be drawn f r o m  &e a c d  studies 011 the 
dealkylation of tar acids: 

1. Tar acid feed stocks containing high-boiling residua a re  not suitable for 
dealkylation studies because they form nonvolatile, resinous deposits that plug.the 
reactor. 
tests were carried out using tar acids boiling from 230" to 266'06.' 

Fractions of intermediate boiling range did not form plugs, and successfPl 

2. Silica-alumina catalyst, typified by Socony-Vacuum TCC-34 "Durabead, If 
is very effective in dealkylation of high-boiling phenols to lower boiling homologs. 
Yields of around 30 volume-percent of feed acids were obtained operating at around 
825 O F .  and with liquid hourly space velocities of about 0 .8 .  

3. Girdler G-35B. a cobalt-molybdenum catalyst, appears unsatisfactory for 
dealkylation of tar acids because of low phenol yields and considerable losses of feed 
to carbon and gas. 

4, A high-cobalt catalyst, Girdler T-300, showed possibilities of being 
highly selective in light phenol production, providing total conversion of feed acids 
can be increased. 

5. The new laboratory-scale glass d e l a t i o n  unit (Fig. I )  has been shown 
to be suitable for carrying out catalyst s c r e e e g  tests and for future evaluation 
studies on individual catalysts. 

Reference to specific commercial brands, materials, or  models of equipment in 
this article is  made to facilitate understanding and does not imply endorsement by 
the Bureau of Mines. 
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PROCESS CO?TDITIOhZ FOR PBODUCIMi A 
SdfOI(ELESS BRIQUETTE: FROhi HOT CHAR 

0. Y. HAaEm.JAld 

H. R e  CiREGORY 
and 

EATIONAL COAL BOARD, COAL RESEARCH 
ESPABLISHUENT, S!i'OB ORCHARD, 

CHELTEXHAK, WGLAND. 

PROCESS COiYDl!l'IONS FOR WOIXJCINO A sMOKELE3S B93I@JEM% 
FROM HOT CHAR 

10 IlJTBOIXlCTIOlP 

In the United Kingdom the implementation of the C l e a n  bir Aot of 1956 involves 
the  set t ing up of an increasing number of smokeless zones throughout the country. 
I n  order t o  naintain sales of sol id  fuel, appliances t o  burn the present f'uels smoke- 
l ess ly  are being developed, and increased supglies of reactive smokeless fuels  are 
being mde available. To contribute t o  these supplies, a process for the production 
of a smokeless fuel from lov rank coal has been developed a t  the Coal Research 
Establishnent of the la t iona l  Coal ?ffd, A general account of t'bis developnent has 
recently been given i n  another paper , and it is proposed here to  reuiew in de ta i l  
so- of the investigations which were carried aut t o  determine the range of applica- 
t i on  and necessary prooess oonditions. 

The choice of low rank coal, volat i le  content greater than 35$ as a s ta r t ing .  
point is particularly appropriate i n  the U.K. a s  t h i s  material i n  small size  gradinga 
is economic t o  mine and well situated with respect t o  the markets. 

To convert this material in to  a suitable smokeless fuel requires that it be 
both uagrade p fs i ze  and rendersd smokeless, without markedly reduciw its reactivity. 
It was h o r n  
carbonisation and it w a n  .*ught l ikely that considerable reac t iv i ty  would be 
retained in the char. 

37 that low rank ooal could be nade smokeless by a process of par t i a l  

It was decided t o  at%empt to  briquette the char in  the s i m p l e s t  possible w a y ,  
i.e. witbout a binder of any kind. 
pressure alone have proved unsuccesaful, but several attempts t o  briquette cbar when 
hot had shown promise. 

Thus in 1931 H a r d y ( 4 ) ,  working in Belgium, took out his first patent on the hot 
briqgetting of char and several more were f i l ed ,  hhe l a s t  in 1937. The first Her* 
patenbcover a process which w a s  intended t o  briquette f i n e b  divided coals and l i m i t e ;  
the raw coal w a a  heated in a rotary w e n  to a ' p las t ic  or globulated s ta te ' ,  and 
oompacted direotly on discharge. 
w e r e  claimsd t o  act as  b inb r .  

811 attempts to  briquette cold char using 

The tars generated in the carbonisation process 
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Hydjj’s process was not a commercial success and in a much l a t e r  assesamsnt by 

Darsont 
under controlled conditions; 
cul t ies  s e a  to  have been encountered by Piersol in  his work i n  I l l i n o i s  

t h i s  wae attr ibuted t o  d i f f i cu l t i e s  arising in the production of char 
egglaaeration was a big problem, 

Interest  in  the briquetting of hot char was reawakened by Jappelt fn 1952(8) , 
who mve an extensive, though largely qualitative scoount of the factors  imrolvefi 
i n  successfill char trriquetting. 
concentrates on weakly caking coals, uses a rotary oven for  preparing the char awi 
advocates the use of an extrusion mess f o r  compaution. 

His work is o f  particular interest  in that he 

In the light of these e a r l i e r  investigations, the  line of  investigation adopted 

This paper s e t s  out t o  establish the process conditions for 
vas t o  prepare the char under controlled conditions, and briquette it whilst still 
a t  a high temperature. 
making a strong smokeless fuel from high volat i le  w e a k l y  caking coals by this method. 

The strength of compact produced by the direct  l x i e e t t i n g  of hot char can 
be expected t o  depend upon the following factors:- 

. 1, The naturs of the res material, 
2. The carbonisation conditions. ‘ 

3. The cmpacti.cn conditions. 
4. The after-treatment or cooling of the ‘briquettee, 

It is not proposed i n  this paper to  consider all the process variables, even $f this 
were possible, kt rather t o  foaas attention on those which have beem foud  t o  be the 
most important 

The paper f i r s t  describes some of the laboratory investigatisns carried aut 
under 1, 2, and 3 above, and later reviews these in the l i gh t  of experience on a 
continuous plant. 
obtained fran plant investigations. 
state of the process a stuumqr of the main fidings is given, 

An acoount is then given of the necessary quenching conditions 
Finally a f t e r  a brief sketch of the present 

L A B O W O R Y  INvEgpIcA!l’IOprS 

2.1. Description of Apparatus 

The laboratory experiments were concerned with determining the .conditione for  
the production of a Strong briquette from char. 
the conditions for the jroduction o f  a smokeless produc t  on this scale as insufficent 
product nas available for t e s t ,  

It was not practicable t o  exmine 

Fine coals (-10 mesh B A S . )  of B.C.B. Coal Bank Classification Hos. 700, 800 
and 900 (high volat i le  bituminous coals of l o w  caking power) have been used; 
coals of this type a reduction o f  volat i le  matter content to  abaut 23$ is sufficient 
t o  produce a completely smokeless char. 

in 

Preliminary experiments were conducted by heating a mall briquett iag mould 
(* pch diameter) t o  temperatures in the  low temperature carbonisation range (375- 
500 C )  and introducing ma11 charges of fine coal. U t e r  heating this material 
for about 5 minutes a plunger was introduced i n t o  the mould and the char was 
briquetted beheen the jars of an hydraulio press. Strong compacts could be made 
in this way but this method of heating W’BB not w a c t i c d  f o r  oommeraial exploitation 
4, as the temperature of the material  ras not uniform, actanate temperahre 
messurement was not practicable, 

Eherience at this research establishment had shorn that lor rank cede (CaC.700~ 
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800 and 900) could be carbonised i n  this range with considerable accuracy of control 
using a f lu id  bed carbonisera 
.AcCordhgly, a smal l  laboratory reactor two inches in diaineter w a s  constructed w h i c h  
operated on a batch principle. 
oarbanised a t  any temperature up t o  55OoC for any desired time. 
could be fed directly into a preheated &ld and briquetted at any desired pressure. 

The apparatus developed, which is i l l u s t r a t ed  in Fig. 1, was made up of the 
2 inch f lu id  bed reactor which could be discharged into a 0.6 inch (diae) heated 
mould held in the jaws of an hydraulio press. 
out using nitrogen preheated to the chosen temperature of carbonisation and intro- 
duced into the base of the bed via the b r i q e t t i n g  mould. Other fluidising gases, 
or mixtures of gases, could readily be substituted f o r  the nitrogen flow. Control 
of the bed tenperature w a s  carried out by external heating and oooling coi ls  wound 
round the reactor. 

the aggluneration problems had been overcome. 

In t h i s  reactor a coal charge could be loaded aud 
The char pzoduced 

Fluidisation was  normally carried 

In operation both the reactor and the mould were first raised t o  the carbonisa- 
t ion temperature with hot nitrogen f lowing  t h u g  the system. 
then loaded into the carboniser and the heaters adjusted u n t i l  the carbonisation 
temperature was raachedt 
closely controlled (2 5OC) f o r  the required carbonisation t ime.  
period the fluidising flow was stopped, and the distributor plate  opened t o  allow 
char t o  f a l l  direotly into the mould. 
any surface oxidation each briquette was allowed to cool in a small closed containero 

A coal charge was 

this took 2 t o  3 minutes and thereafter the temperature was 
A t  the end of this 

The char was then briquetted. To mevent 
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2.2. Testing Hethods far Laboratory Samples 

The quality of the briquettes was assessed by a destructive mechanical test .  
T h i s  consisted of a wmbined shatter and abrasion t e s t  in which single briquettes 
were first subjeoted t o  a standard abrasion treatment i n  a commercial abrader. 
i$ inch wrterial from t h i s  t e s t  was then dropped four times through a height of 
6 ft . ,  and the residue of + 
percentage of the weight of the in i t ia l  k iqye t t e .  
a s  a purely relative measure o f  briquette quality. 
of the briquettes was determined before the destructive t e s t s  

The 

inch material weighed. T h i s  was expressed as the 
The in&ex so formed w a s  regarded 
In some experiments the density 

2.3. Results of Laboratory Work 

2.3.1. Nature of the Raw h t e r i a l r  

=let i n i t i a l  t e s t s  carried out with a single wal quickly confirmed that 
strong compacts could be made by heating the m a l  to temperatures in the range 
375OC - 55OoC andcompacting the char a t  6 ton/sq.in., it was necessary a t  an early 
stage t o  know whether the process would be applicable t o  a wide r a g e  o f  low rank 
aoals. 

Samples of small coal, from six different co l l i e r i e s  s i tuated in the Eas t  and 
mest ?didlands divisions gf the Bogrd were selected and briquetted using oarboniser 
temperatures between 375 and 475 C. The Coal was ground t o  -10 mesh B.S.S., and 
the t o t a l  residence time in the reactor w a s  8 minutes and the briquettes were made 
a t  a pressure of 6 tm/sq.inch, 

The results.of shat ter  and abrasion t e s t s  on these b r i a e t t e s  are shown in  
Fig. 2. 
widely different ash contents ( 2  - 16$), and covered a vo la t i l e  matter content range 
of 35 - 496 (see Table l), the difference i n  briquett ing performance b e t p e n  these 
samples was not significant. 

In a l a t e r  attempt t o  briquette a s  wide a range of materials aa possible, 

Despite the f ac t  that the samples ranged over different  coal s e w ,  had 

L 
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special macaral concentrates, prepared from a loa rank coal by hand selection, were 
also examined. 
ewe?? t o  arise from normal cosiuneroial preparation of low rank coals. 
f a d  9 for example that it  was necessary t o  have ine r t in i t e  concentrations of 
60-70$ before an unbriqet table  material was obtained- 

These covered a much wider range of materials than would ever be 
It was 

Volatile 

' Coke Type $ (dry basis) dp d.a.f. 
O r q - E h g  Ash Content hbtter Content Coal Sample 

Division col l iery t seam 

Bast Kidlands Bestwood High Main B 7 *2 38.1 
n A 11.7 36.8 
a Denby H a l l  Abed 16.5 37.8 CUverton High- 

n ThOreSbg Top Hard D 10.9 35.6 
West Midlands Birch Coppice Mixed B ll.1 41.2 

n 38 e 0  Dexter bfixed d 1.7 

Size of grinti can also be expected t o  a f f e c t  tab s%rengtb.of char br iGet tes .  
Laboratory experiments have indicated that strength falls with inoreasing particle 
s ize  

To WLIPmaTise, there is wide tolerance i n  the type of low rank a t e r i a l  seleatal 
f o r  the process provided that  the material i s  crushed to a suitable size before 
b r i q m t t i q  (-10 mesh B.S.S. w d d  appear ade@ate). 

TABLE 1 

Laboratov investigations o f  different coals - 
Details of coals used 

2.3.2. The Carbonisation Conditions 

The r e s u l t s  already obtained for different coals (Fig. 2) also show that 
at a residenge t i m e  of 8 minutes the best briquettes are xcduced at a temperature 
of abaut 425 c. 

The general effect of carbonisation variables on briquette quality 
be considered. 
considered t o  be the temperature of operation, the residence time of material 
in the reactor, and the  nature of the fluidising atmosphere. 
laboratory experiments the  residence time was measured from the h t a n t  of loading 
the charge and t h u s  also includes the heating-p period of 2-3 minutes. 

now 
Using fluid bed carbonisation the major variables can be 

In all  these 

These carbonisation variables were araminnd in two eIperimenta. 

I n  the first of these an i n e r t  atmosphere (gtrogen)owas used, briquettes 

Three replioates of t h i a  experiment were 

In each 
0880 Calverton coal C.B.C. No. 902 w a s  used. 

being made over a range of tenperatuws from 350 C t o  500 C and a range of 
residence times of 5 min t o  80 min. 
made, each replicate being suitably randomised. 

The variation in density with temperature and residence time is shown in 
fig. 3, and. that of meahadcal qgaliw as 
abrasion t e s t  in Fig. 4. 

by the combined shat ter  and 
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It may be seen that both mechanical quality and density are a m&mum in the 
temperature range 4O0-45O0C, and that both decrease with Fncrease in residence 
time. 

In Fig. 4 contours are included t o  show the residual vo la t i l e  matter contents 
These indicate that  the best briquette quality (bry ash f r ee )  of the hiquet tes .  

is  aohieved about the 3 6  volat i le  matter omtent,  but that strong briquettes can 
be produced down to  and below a 25% volat i le  matter content, a t  which level very 
l i t t l e  smoke enission would be expected. 

Having established that i t  was possible t o  produce briquettes using an i n e r t  
atmosphere in the carboxiser, a second experiment was undertaken t o  t e s t  the e f f ec t s  
of using other  atmospheres. In  a l l  cases the same f lu id i s ing  flaws were maintained, 
and tbe atmospheres seleoted were:- 

( i )  

(ii) 

(iv) 

Sitrogen as with the previous experinrent. 

Xitrogen/hydrogen mixture (90r10 parts by volume). 

Air/nitrogen (50r50 parts by volume). 

The l a t t e r  abosphere was of p a r t i a l =  importace in that  in a continuous 

(iii) Stem. 

commercial reactor it w a ~  l ikely that the carbonisation heat would be obtained by 
heat of reaction, and a i r  would be used as a f luidis ing gas. 
used, with the cooling coi l  working a t  maximum capacity the air/nitrogen m i x t u r e  
was the richest which could be  usedr 
impossible. 

400' t o  500°C using residence times of  8 and 16 minutes, 
i n  Table 2. 
was found t o  be substantially the same, and the f a l l  in quality with hcreasing 
residence time was confirmed. It may be seen, however, that  briquette quality 
was significantly reduced when the &/nitrogen mixture was used for fluiiiising. 

I n  the smell reactor 

a t  higher oxygen concentrations control was 

With these atmospheres briquettes were prepsred in the temperature range 
The r e su l t s  are given 

For all the atmospheres, the temperature range for good briquetting 

F ~ O D  these investigations it is clear that  t o  produce strong briquettes long 
residence times i n  the carboniser must be avoided; 
a limited o p t h n  temperature rarge, and reactions with oxygen in the f luidis ing 
gas mst be kept t o  a minimum. 

briquettes must be nade i n  
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8 
16 

8 
16 

8 
16 

8 
16 

TABLE 2 

95 
92 

92 
92 

86 
81 

85 
76 

Variation of Briauette Strength+ with Fluidising 
Atmosphere, Carbonisstion Temperature and Residence 

Time, (Laboratory Resultsr. 

Fluidising 
Atmosphere 

Nitrogen 

Bitrogen/Hydxogen 
90110 part s  (vo~.)  

Steam 

50850 parts (vol.) 

Ca.&onisation Temperature OC I 
425 I 450 

92 93 

91 
84 86 

1 

Figures aven are the percentages of nater ia l  remaining 
a f t e r  test. 

2.3.3. The Compaction' Conditions 

It was mentioned in the introduction that  char cannot be briquetted cold, and 
in the  experiments so far described, care has been taken t o  maintain the briquetting 
mould a t  the carboniser temperature. Such a procedure may however be inconvenient 
on plant, and consequently a short investigation was made of the effect  of cooling 
before briquetting. 
(Calverton C.R.C. 902) carbonised a t  450°C for 15 minut-. mer this period the 
char could bs cooled t o  any desired temperature by switching over t o  cold nitrogen 
as f luidis ing gas, cutting the bed heaters, and turn* on the external cooling, 
Then the desired temperature drop had been achieved the char was then transferred 
t o  a aould maintained a t  the reduced temperature and briquetted (in this case at 
a pressure of 8 tan/sq.in.). 

In this experiment briquettes were wde using a single coal 

The re su l t s  of  the strength t e s t s  are shown in Fig. 5 where it can be seen 
that whilst a p l i t y  falls sluwly w i t &  temperature d a m  t o  a temperature of  about 
~ O C ,  after t f i  point it fells r a p i m .  

The actual variation o f  compaction density with pressure is shown in Fig. 6 ,  
and it can be seen t h a t  a t  6 ton/sq. inoh the compacticm curre is already beeonctng 
very steep at  the temperatures involved. 
proved adeqpate for all the coals studied both in laboratory and plant experiments. 

Pressures of 6-8 ton/sq. inch have 
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3. SCALE PLBElT I;ENESTIGATIONS 

3.1. Description of Plant 

A description of various experimaatal plant or the p a k c t i o n  of briquettes 

necessary t o  add a brief description here. The particular p l a t  used for  most of 
these investigatione was a amall one capable of handling 100 l b  c ~ a l / h ~ ,  Fig. 7. 
The reactor waa 8 in. in diameter 'and w a s  continuous in  operation. 
into the vessel by screw feeder and char was withdrawn through a conical base t o  
avoid agglomeration diffioult ies.  
ieing gas, a l l  the process heat being derived by reaction with the ooal. 

by t h i s  process has already been given elsewhere e15 , so that it dl1 0- be 

Coal was fed 

It was normally run with cold& a8 the fluid- 

Bricpettes were made on an lqdrea.dic extrusion press which normally produced 
a cylindrical compact 2 inohes in diameter, and 1% inohes long, t h i s  size be- 
very suitable f o r  domeatio grates. 
of briquette implies a briplet t ing r a t e  of about 8 briquettes par minute, and 
thus speed of b r i a p t t i n g  was low by commercial standards. 

With the limited plant throughplt t h i s  si= 

3.2. Testing Methods 

Be appropriate t o  this plant quality w a s  assessed by larger scale tes ts ,  
these consisted of: 

(i) Shatter t e s t  - 10 lb. of product was dropped four times through 
6 f t .  on t o  a s fee l  plate, and the weight percentaes  of +1 in& 
material determined; and, 

Abrasion t e s t  - 5 lb. of product w a s  subjected t o  625 revolutions 
a t  a standard r a t e  (25 r.p.m.) in a mooth s t e e l  t-1, the 
weight percentages of the result ing *p inoh material being determined. 

(ii) 

For brevity in  this paper the resul ts  o f  these separate t e s t s  have been 
combined in a single strength index by forming the product of the indices. 
This single strength index then bears so- resemblance to  the combined shat ter  
and abrasion t e s t  resul te  obtained from the laboratory investigations. 
the strength t e s t s  were intended for  re la t ive assessment of the produot it is 
considered that where the index obtained exceeded 80$ the briquettes would transport 
w e l l ,  whereas if it was l e s s  than 5 6  t h w  would transport badly. 

Whilst 

3.3. Results of Plant Work 

In the following review of the effect  o f  process variables the product bas 
in a l l  cases been dry cooled (i.e. allowed to cool in sealed drums). 
f u l l  scale plant cooling in sealed drums would not be possible and development 
of briquette quenching methods is described l a t e r  in  section 3.3.4. 

On a 

3.3.1. Eiature of the Raw Material 

Lcw rank coals from 24 different col l ier ies  were examined covgring the 
range of Gray King coke types A t o  F. 
dence t ime  o f  20 min, it was found possible, in a l l  cases, t o  produce strong 
briquettes (i.e. combined shat ter  and abrasion index -eater than 86, see 
Table 3). 

Using a temperature of 425 C and a reei- 

A t  this carbonisin@; temperature the smoke emission of the briquettes, 
BbG t e s t s  in an open grate, was mall in a~ eases. 
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A 

coal Samplc 

Colliery 

Babbington 
Thoresby 
Rufford 
lelbeck 
Babbington 
Q U l l g  
Badford 
Shirebrook 
Whitwell 
Bestwood 
Bestwood 
Gedling 
01 l e  rton 
==SOP 

Coventry 
I$aunolaood 
HewUgate 
h l W  
Dexter 

giveton Par 
MarbaDlw 

Dalkeith 
Dalkeith 
Dalkeith 
woolmet E l 1  5 B 

._ 
3h Content 
% (w 
basis) 

-37.2 
35.3 
37 -7 
35.5 
35.9 
38.8 
37.8 
37.1 
35-6 
37.8 
38 05 
39 e8 
37.9 
36 -3 

39.4 
40 .7 
3901 
39.2 
36.8 

36.1 
36 -8 

41.0 
40.6 
40.0 
36.8 

The pres- required to make these compacts waa abaut 6 ton/sg.inch, 
although far the Uher coke tsrpes somewhat lower pesaures were oftan adeqyate. 

The plant resul ta  therefore show tha t  the hot char briqpett ing procase ie 
applicable to a wide range of  l w  rank coals, and thns confirm and extend the  
earlier laboratory finainge. 

3.3.2. The Carbonisation Conditione 

T ~ B  plant investigation of the effect  o f  oarbonbation variables on briquettfng 

An investigation using Dexter coal, C.B.C. Eo. 902, has, hmevep bgsls 
has been rather race res t r ic ted  because of plant l imitations than that  i n  the 
laboratory. 
mad: of the variation of briquette quality with tempera- (in the range 375 c to 
450 C), and residence time (15 min t o  45 &)- 
residence times it WBB necaesarg t o  di lute  the fluidising air with nitrogep, 
although op e larger plant  a deeper bed oould be used. 

In order to achieve the longer 
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The resu l t s  of combined sha t te r  and abrasion t e s t s  carr ied out 011 briquettes 
made using a constant pressure of 7 ton/sq. inch for the above range of carboniser 
variables are given i n  Fig. 8. 
that the strongest briquettes are m e  in the range 40O0C - 45OoC, and that qyality 
diminishes with increasing residence time. 

b with the laboratory r e su l t s  it majr be seen 

As with the laboratory kriquettes the vola t i le  matter content f o r  optimum 
strength is higher than the 23% a t  which the char is completely smokeless. 

3.3.3. The Compaction Conditions 

In  the laboratory it was shown that any substantial reduotion of temperature 
between carboniser and press produces a weaker briquette. 

Tests were carried out on the plant by removing heating and lagging f r o m  the 
short feed l i ne  connecting carboniser and press. The hriquetting temperature as 
indicated bj thermocouples in the char stream are given in  Table 4, together with 
the s k t t e r  and abrasion indices of the briquettes produced. 

TABLE 4 
Variation of Briquette Strength* with Briquettin& 

Temperature. (Plant Results) 

I Carbonisation Temperature I ~ 425OC I 
I Briquetting Temperature I Briquette Strength4 

425OC 

350°C 
2 8 5 O C  

4w0c 
93 
87 
84 
83 

Results quo:ed are the combined plant sha t te r  
(+ l o t )  and abrasion (+ &") t e s t  resul ts .  

of 7 ton/sq. inch. 
+ A l l  briquettes were prepared a t  a pressure 

Over the limited range of temperature drop investigated in this w a y  there 
was a reduction in  quality with increasing temperature drop; 
laboratory resul ts .  
the reactor and the pressi 
ture  gradient. 

this confirmod the 
It is  preferable t o  permit no f a l l  in char temperature between 

indeed there may be a case fo r  using a r i s ing  tempera- 

With respect t o  other briquetting variables it ha8 been found on the plant 
t ha t  density increases with pressure, but that  the r a t e  of  inorease f a l l s  a t  
higher pressure, as  would be expected. 
but on ertrusion presses another effect  is i e o r t a n t .  
separation betneen successive briquettes becomes poor, and i n  some cases continuous 
l e n g t h  of d i v i d e d  briquette emerge f r o m  the nozzle. 
i t  would thus appear t ha t  pressures which are too high can be a positive 
disadvmtsge and this seem to  be par t icular ly  the case with the more highly 
c&ing coals. 
f& possible t o  make strong briquettes a t  pressures below those which bring 
ab xt severe st ickb3. 

This is true also o f  briquette strength, 
A t  high pressures the 

For briquette anearance 

However, wherever t h i s  phenomenon has been encountered it has been 
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3.3.4.. @enchine; Conditions 

In tulk production of char briquettes it is necessary t o  introduce a cooling 
stage t o  prevent spontaneous combustion of t he  product and it has already been 
pointed out that, in the  assessments so far of process variables, ths product 
has been d r y  quenched in sealed drum. Cooling in this way takes between 12 
hours and 2 days, depending on whether 90 l b  or 250 lb  drums are used. 

1 

I 

1 

, 
@ite  early in these investigations wet quenching by immersion in water 

was considered as an alternative. 
a safe temperature (i.e. about 5OoC) in 20 rnin., but such cooling produces internal  

a d p  aooled product. 
425 C, and f o r  the mre hlghly caking coals. 

Ey t h i ~  means briquettes can be quenched t o  

cracking and gives substant ia l ly  lower shat ter  indices than those obtained f o r  - 4 

4 This is par t imlar ly  true f o r  briquettes produced a t  

Experiments on cooling briquettes in f lu id  beds of oold sand and in dry 
ice  qgickly demonstrated that the ra te  of cooling rather  than the nature of 
the coolant W a 6  responsible for  the cracking. 

Then a briquette emerging f r o m  a pess a t  about @O°C is plunged d i rec t ly  
into oold water it suffers a large thermal shock. 
by cooling the briquettes more slowly, e i ther  in an iner t  at@osphere or by 
spraying l i gh t ly  with water, prior t o  complete immersion. 
cooling procedare reduces ia te rna l  cracldng is i l l u s t r a t ed  in  Fig. 9 ,  where 
sections of b r iwe t t e s  &y cooled in sealed t i n s  for 10 and 20 min: before 
iiiEiersion in w a t e r  are compared with briquettes which were ismediately bmw3rsed. 

t eqe ra tu re  gradually to about 150% before immersion in water. 
cooling stage can be performed by cooli?g on a conveyor in a steam atnosphere 
for 30 min., or by a shorter period, (15 min.) of s p r w  quenohiw (see fig. lo), 
followed by 8 nin. irmnersion in water. 
briqyettes closelgr comparable in  strength with those cooled i n  sealed drum. 
Far c-ercial exploitation, steam cooling, followed by water immersion, is 
preferred. 

The shock can be reduced 

T h a t  such a txo-stage 

Plant investigations h v e  shown t i t  it is desirable t o  reduce the average 
The first 

These t w o - s t a g e  treatments mve 

3.3.5. Smoke Enission & Fael Performance 

With the greater supply of product f m the plants it was p ss 'ble  to carry 
out open, i.e. stool-bottorqgrate t e s t s ( l 8  and coke grate tests?11) for radia- 
t i on  and vis ib le  smoke. 
photc-electric c e l l  t o  measure the obscuration of a l ight  beaq traversing the 
f lue  or the moke mag be collected in an e lec t ros ta t ic  precipitator and weighed. 
The second nethod is l ike ly  to  be accepted a s  a British Standard nethod but for 
our purpose the convenience of the optical method outweighed the rather be t te r  
accuracy of the gravimetric method. 

Smoke emission may be measured optical ly  u s i n g  a 

Optical snoke indices are given in Table 5. 
"nahrally snobless" coals are  included for comparison. 
i n  t h i s  case Dexter C.B.C. Bo. 902, s v e  an index of 93. 

Values o b t a h d  f r o m  other 
The pareat coal, 

It can be seen that smoke emission decreases r a p i d u  with increasing carbon- 
isat ion temperature and decreaai 
becones v i r t u a l 4  smokelesa a t  3 vola t i le  matter  content. b t h e r ,  the range 
of smoke emission of the "naturally snokeless" fuels given in  Table 5 ,  is wide 
enough t o  give considerable latititde in process conditions fo r  the production of 
a strong briquette. 

volat i le  matter content u n t i l  the poduct 

t 

i 

t 



105. 

TULE 5 
Smoke W s s i o n  Indices for briquettes burned in 

stool-bottom a d  coke grate t e s t s  

a )  Smoke index of briquettes made f r o m  Dexter char; 
time i n  carboniser. 

30 min. residence 

Smoke emission i d e x  in 
StOOl-bOtton t e s t s  

koke eJission h d e x  in 

b) Sample smoke indices of other coals f o r  comparison 

(i) Stao1-bottom grate 

International coal 
Dee? Bavigation coal 
Pe-mikyber coal 
Comercial Low Temperatare Coke 

16.59 V.N. d.m.m.f. (311 x 211) 

14.G V.X. d.s.rn.f. 
12.75 V.X. d.m.m.f. 

+ 8") 
(ii) Coke Grate 

b t e rna t iona l  coal 
Deep Bavigation coal 1 4 . 6  V.M. d.rn.m.f. ( x le) 
Penribber  coal 

l6.5$ V.P. d.m.m.f. (ql' x l&') 

12.@ V.Y. d.m.m.f. (z" x 1 ~ " )  
Comercial Low Temperature Coke (+ 3") 

Index - 
35 
7 
3 
3 

33 
8 
4 
2 

The c r i t i c a l  air blas t  test12 showed the f ie1  to be "reactive" in  that  
t h e  zeqili-ed a i r  blast  was l e s s  t'w the minimum flowused i n  this t e s t  (0.00s cu. 
f t .  air/;nin). 
grate t e s t s  is i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  Table 6; 
the performance of the briquetted fuel  equals that  of the parent coal. 

The general performance of the briquettes in stool-bottom 
it can be seen t ha t ,  apart f r o m  smoke, 
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PerfOrmanCE o f  Dexter coal and Dexter char briauettes 
i n  stool-bottom grate tes ts+ 

&el Teated 

Time t o  reach 6,oCO B,t.u./h 

Peak radiation after ignit ion B.t.u./h 

a f t e r  ignition (min) 

n If I1 1st re fue l  

n 11 3rd 11 

11 tf " 2nd I' I1 

G r o s s  radiation 
(2O(Xh2000 B.t.u./h) B,t.u. 

Average radiation per hour 11 

It If " pound I' 

Of fue l  burned 

. Dexter Dexter 
&" x l&" Char Briguettes 

28 

L0,410 
LO, 530 
9,140 
8,550 

8,060 
9,940 
9,990 
9,UO 

57 , 380 69,070 

6,670 
2,900 

+ I n  the stool-bottom t e s t  a f i r e  is lit using 9 lb. of coal 
and recharged three times using 5 lb. o f  coal per refuel. 

So far we hav~ reviewed some o f  the m a i n  pocess  variables involved in 
briquetting hot char in an er t rJs ion press as revealed tgr laboratory and d l  
pilot  plant investigation. ??e have shown that a strong bricpette can b e  made 
and that there is a fair range of conditions under which the briquette is also 
smokeless, but we have not considered sone of the variables which m e  of great 
importance t a  the commercial suacess of the process. 

First is the a b i l i Q  of the carbonising and briquetting sy&ems t o  operate 
The carbonising qs tem 

I n  order t o  get 

only minor d i f f i cu l t i e s  

continuously over reasonable periods without shutdown. 
is particularly pmne t o  troubles associated rRith agglomeration in the bed and 
the extrusion press i e  suscaptible t o  high ra tes  of die wear. 
some masure of these l ikely d i f f i cu l t i e s  a 500 hr. run on an 18 in, dia, 
car~oniser/2n dia. extrusion press r i g  was attempted. 
were encountered in the carboniser and die wear w a s  found t o  be mch l e s s  
troublesome than had been expected. 

For aomnercid use it is necessary t o  operate the extrusion press a t  much 
higher speeds than is possible on small p i l o t  plant  where the lirnit was about 
strakes per mimte. 
iser but w a s  also influenced by the transient shock warns which are character- 
i s t i c  of bydraulio presses operating a t  high speed. 
variable speed mechanical pr~ss, Fig. 11, has shown that  good briquettes can be 
made at speeds o f  80 strokes per minute, and that hi-r speads mey well be poa- 
sible. 
these have been succeeafbl but demand very close control of carbonism conditions. 

The l imit  w a s  s e t  ?rimarily by the capacity of the carbon- 

BECEU~ experience on a 

Attempts have also been made t o  briquette the char on r o l l  ~ e s a e s ,  
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m q q i t t e  shape is important commercially and some of the variants 
possible on an extrusion press are i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  Fig. 12. In order t o  
obtain optimum fuel  performance on an open fire, briquette weight should 
not exceed 100 gms. 

trials, an& Fig. 13 gives soma idea of the a p p e a r w e  of a ragonload of d r y  
wenched b ique t t ed  a f t e r  a transport test .  

Tonnage plantit iea of b i q u e t t e s  have been made for market and transport 

The fue l  has been show t o  be an acceptable premium grade smokeless fue l  
for the domestic market. It is  emokeless a t  volat i le  contents between 23 
and 26% and is made without unpleasant and expensive binder. 
for 90mmercial developmnt are already in an advanced stage. 
t o  exploit the vir tues  of this process in the manufaoture of oloeed stove and 
metallurgical fuel,  a d  to extend the range of coals which oan be processed 

Preparations 
It remains 

in this way. 

The work described was carried out in the research laboratories of the 
National Coal Board a t  Stoke Orchard, Cheltenham, England: 
kind permission o f  Dr. W. Ib is  Jones, Director General of Besearoh. 
authors achowledge the helpful discussion and careful experimentation o f  
maw colleagues. 

it is  piblished by 
The 

The views expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those 
of the Board. 
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Brigueftes dry quenched 

Briquettes wet  quenched after 
20 min. dry quenching 

Briquettes w e t  quenched after 
IO min. dry quenching 

Briquettes wet guenched 

FIG. 9 .  SECTIONS OF BRIQUETTES AFTER QUENCHING 

FIG. IO. TWO - STAGE QUENCHING FACILITIES ON A 
S M A L L  PILOT ' PLANT 
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FIG. 1 1 .  MECHANICAL EXTRUSION P R E S S  
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L ’  
FIG. 12. EXTRUSION BRIQUETTES OF V A R I O U S  

CROSS - S E C T I O N  



FIG. 13. BRIQUETTE APPEARANCE AFTER ZOO MILES 
R A I L  TRANSPORT 



I 

t' 

TEIE SLOW OXIDATION OF METHANE. I. A KUKETIC STUDY 

Hsien-Cheng Yao 

Scientific Laboratory, Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Michigan 

Introduction 

A Ember of rate expressions have been proposed f o r  the oxidation of methane 
based upon measurements of the changes which occur in the total pressure of the 
reacting gas rmxture. 
by the initial composition of the mixture. 
conditions was obtained when the ratio of the initial pressure of methane to that of 
oxygen was 2 to 1. Thfs result was confirmed recently by Egerton and his co-workers 
( 2 \ ,  

Bone and A l l u m  (1) found that the rates of reaction were affected 
The highest rate under a given set of 

Norrish and Foord { 3 )  proposed the rate equation: 

where (CH4I0, { O 2 j O 9  and Po are initial pressures of methane, oxygen, and total pres- 
sures of methane, oxygen, and total pressure respectively, d is the diameter of the 
reaction vessel, and S is the surface activity per unit area. Later, Hoare and Walsh 
(L) suggeszed the rate expression 

where m, x, a d  t are reaction orders which vary with the reaction vessel used. 
m values ranged from 1,6 to 2.4, the x value from 1.2 to 1.7, and the t values from 
0.5 to 0.9. 

The 

Recently Egerton md his csueagues ( 2 )  and Icarmilova et al ( 5 )  have followed 
not o n l y  the changes in the total pressures but also the changes in the concentra- 
tlons of reacsnts, intsrmediates, and products in each experiment* This was done by 
repeatedly preparing identical systems and then quenchhg them at various Time intervals; 
these quenched syscems were then analyzed f o r  each component. 
experiments jcSr~l lcva proposed the expression 

Cn the basis of such 

where d(m4j, represents the rate values ("constaat rates") obtained from the 
dt 

slopes of the straight llne portion of the rate curves (zero order plots). 
of Q) p, and y were given as 1.~62, 0,96, and 
approximtely 2.7 which agrees vel1 with the. value (a = 2.6) obkiined by Egerton et 
(2 )  but which differs from that of Norrish and Foord ( 3 )  (n = 4.0). 

Karmilova (8) and their co-workers on the basis of a theoretical treatment of the 
mechanism of the oxidation: 

The values 
0=1 respectively. The sum of these is 

The most recent equation has been proposed by Enikolopyan ( 6 ) ,  Semenov (7), 



In this equation, the k‘s axe rate constants of a ser ies  of-free radical 

Although these authors (8) belleved that equation I V  

reactions and (aH,) and (0,) are instantaneous p a r t i a l  pressures of methane and oxygen. 

equation III, these equations a re  not identical .  
expression is dependent upon the initial pa r t i a l  pressures of methane and oxygen and 
that i n  the l a t t e r  (IV) upon the instaStaneous par t ia l  pressures of the reactants. 
Moreover, equation IV does not w e e  with many of their  experimental results.  For 
example, equation IV demands that the rate be second order with respect t o  methane 
and f i r s t  order with respect t o  oxygen. Yet, the experimental resul ts  show that in some 
cases the rate  of methane and oxygen consumption and of carbon monoxide formation i s  
constant up t o  50$ completion of the reaction ( 5 ) .  

is  in  good agreement vith 
The maximum r a t e  in the former (m) 

The foregoing resume makes it clear that additional evidence is  s t i l l  needed 
before the  extent of the va l id i ty  of the previously proposed r a t e  equations and 
reaction mechanisms for  the oxidation of methane can be established. Such evidence 
is d i f f i cu l t  t o  obtain from the  experimental techniques customarily used. Measure- 
ments o f  the c u e s  i n  t o t a l  pressure are inadequate for the determination of the 
reaction order with respect t o  methane and to  oxygen or  of the activation energy. 
Also, while the quenching technique can provide such evidence, it is laborious, time- 
consuming, and requires a vast number of separate experiments t o  examine in de ta i l  
all the parameters in the reaction. 

In addition to  the experimental l i m i t a t i o n s  of the ear l ie r  work, the role  of 
carbon monoxide - the most s table  intermediate in the oxidation of methane - has not 
yet  been clar i f ied,  Y e t ,  evidence has shown (5) that the oxidation of methane and 
of carbon monoxide occur sbnultaneously i n  the l a t e r  stages of the reaction. Thus, 
the r a t e  equation cannot be conplete without including an expression for the oxida- 
t ion  of carbon monoxide. 

In the present work, the oxidation o f  methane has been re-examined in detai l .  
The partial pressures of methane, oxygen, and carbon monoxide have been fo l lowd  by 
periodic withdrawal and analysis of s m a l l  samples of the reacting gas mixture by 
means of gas chrmatography. T h i s  technique permits a rapid, convenient, and accurate 
analysis f o r  the separate components throughout each oxidaticm experiment. 

Using this new technique, data have been obtained from w5ich the reaction order 
with respect to methane and t o  oxygen can be examined and fron which the apparent 
energies of activation can be calculated. 
i d t i a t e d  oxidation of carbon monoxide. 

A study has also bsen nrade of the methane- 

Experimental 

I. Reactants 

Research grade methane, 99.545 pure (Phill ips Petroleum Co.) was used without 
further purification. Oxygen, 99.5% pure L i q u i d  Carbonic, Division of General 
Dynamics) and carbon monoxide, c.p. grade t Matheson Co.) were dried through a column 
of 5A molecular sieve material  (Fisher Scientific Co.) before use. 

II. Apparatus 

sampling system, and a gas chromatograph connected as shorn in  Figure 1. 
The apparatus consists of a gas introduction system, reaction vessel, gas 

The gas 
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chromatograph (Perkin-Elmer Corp. Model 154D) is equipped with a thermistor detector 
and a 2-meter column packed with molecular sieve material ("Column I"). 

III. Measurements of Partial Pressures 

To measure the partial pressures of each of the gases during the Oxidations, it 
w a  necessary to establish the relation between the chromatographic peak height and 
the quantity of each individual gas. 
inlets 3 to the s a m p l i n g  capillary 2 located between stopcocks C and 2. 
1 mm I.D. and 70 mm long, contained about 0.08 m l  of gas. 
was measured on manometer 2. 
plugs, -while E is a 2-way glassstopcock with 2 mm. bore. - C and 2 and also 5 the gas trapped in the sampling capillary w a s  pushed by the carrier 
gas ,  helium, into the gas chromatograph and a corresponding peak appeared on the 
recorder chart. 
gases as shown in Figure 2. 
pressure, H is the peak height, and 5 is the proportionality constant. - a varies with the pre-set conditions, such as column temperature, flow rate of carrier 
g a s ,  and volume of sampling capillary. 
column may a l s o  change a. 
gas was re-ascertained before each oxidation experiment. 

IV, Oxidation Experiments 

For this purpose, gases were introduced through 

The pressure of the gas 
C and I, are 3-w~ur stopcocks vith 1 mm. bore and Teflon 

By manipulating stopcocks 

This capillary, 

The peak heights were plotted as a hnction of the pressures of the 

The value of 
Thus for a given condition, P = a.H vhere P is the gas 

In addition, repeated &e of the chromatographic 
for each individual In the work reported here, the value of 

For the oxidation experiments, the separate gases were admitted through inlets 
2 to the individual gas burets la 
of the reaction mixture were then pumped f r o m  the gas burets Fnto the reaction vessel 
1 using pump 6.  
glass (30 mm. I.D. with a volume of 100 m l . )  and contained a thermocouple vell along 
its longitudinal axis. 
without Wther treatment and in others, it was first treated with hydrofluoric acid; 
for this treatment, the vessel was shaken vith 20-255 hydrofluoric acid Fn water, 
then washed exhaustively with distilled water, and dried at b ° C  at less than 1 mm. 

The desired amounts (approx.) of the components 

The cylindrical reaction vessel was constructed of borosilicate 

In some experiments as indicated below, the vessel was used 

of Hg. 

During the course of the oxidation experiments, the reaction vessel was main- 
tained at the desired operating temperatures g°C by the thermocouple, temperature 
controller (Wheelco), variable transformer and furnace 8. 

the experiments, a large fraction (ca. 55$) of the gas mixture was withdrawn f rom 
the reaction vessel and passed through the sampling capillaxy by lowering the mercury 
level Fn the modified I25 ml Toepler pump ll. Raising the level returned the gas 
through the capillary to the vessel. Two cycles were needed before each s a m p l i n g  
in order to obtain reproducible analyses; each cycle required only about 15 seconds. 
The small sample of gas (0.08 ml 1 was then pushed into the gas chromatograph with 
helium as described above. In such manipulations, some hellum was inevitably intro- 
duced into the reaction vessel during sampl ing  but it appeared to have no effect 
upon any of the reactions studied. 

To determine the composition of the gases Fn the vessel at the start and during 

Results and Discussion 

In many of the experiments reported earlier, carbon monoxide accumulated in much 
larger amounts than any other reaction intermediates, such as formaldehyde or hydro- 
peroxide, 
that the carbon dioxide formed in the oxidation of methane was produced alrmost 

In addition, Karmilova et al ( 9 )  were able to show by tracer techniques 
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exclusively from the  oxidation of carbon monoxide. 
intermediates may contribute t4 the  mechanism, the kinet ics  of the o v e r a l l  oxidation 
can be examined in  terms of tlie stepwise reactions represented by equation V and VI. 

Thus, although the less stable 

CH4 + 3/2 0, - CO + -0 
co f 1/2 oa -. CO, 

1 I. The Oxidation of Methane to Carbon M d d e  (eq. V) 

'i 
methane, Po a 4  a .1 

A. The reaction order with respect t o  methane and oxygen.. To W z e  the effect 
of carbon monoxide on the reaction kinetics, the r a t io  of the i n i t i a l  pessures  of 

r a t io  is about 3 or higher, the reaction is zero order w i t h  respect t o  oxygen and 
to methane; the resul ts  o f  typ ica l  experiments with both untreated and HF-treated 
vessels are shown i n  Figure 3. 
methane and oxygen and the rates of accumulation of carbon monoxide azle constant up t o  
904 completion of the reaction. 

to that of oxygen, p0 , was increaseit in  some experiments. when the 

With such high ra t ios ,  the rates of consumption of 

These rates  can be expressed as: 

where % is the zero order rate constant. 
0 0 t o  Po 4 a 

on ly  up t o  about 30 to 7046 completion. 
accumulates so that it is oxidized competitively with methane. 
( V I 1  and VIII) can no longer be applied for the xhole<reaction but only fo r  the initial 
stage vhere the rates  are constant (Figure 4). 

These constant ra tes  bave been observed by all previous investigators but have 
been generally identified by them only as "rrmximum ra tes"  (equations I, 11, and III). 
They were interpreted d i f fe ren t ly  by predous investigators. 
gested that the oxidation of met- is a f ree  radical  chain degenerating process in 
which the formation of formaldehyde is the slov step of the reaction and the steady 
s t a t e  of formaldehyde resu l t s  'a a constant rate. 
by many previous investigators. Recently, bowever, I k m i l o v a  et &1 (U) found that 
the rate remains constant even when the concentration of formaldehyde undergoes a 
marked decrease and, therefore, the postulation of the steady state concentration of 
formaldehyde as a controlling feature  of the reaction is untenable. To explain these 
constant rates, they proposed that the oxidation of methane undergoes additional 
catalysis by one o f  the reaction products formed after fonraldehyde. 
constant rate may then resu l t  from a superposition of the ra tes  of two autocatalytic 
processes, the increase in the rate of one due t o  oxidation of methane being compensated 
by  the decrease in the rate of the other. They suggested several possible addi t ionaJ.  
catalysts, such as hydrogen peroxide, hydroxy radical, etc. No evidence was given t o  
support this viev. 

When the ra t io  of Pa is reduced t o  unity or  less, the rates are constant 
In  these experiments, suff ic ient  carbon nnmoxide 

The rate equations 

Semenov (7, 10) has sug- 
'B 

\ 
This interpretation has been accepted 

The observed 
' 

B. The effect f initial pressures of methane and oxygen. The resu l t s  for the 
effect  of and a, Oa 

on the value of k; are shovn in Tables 1 and 2. In general, 
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P 
4 
4 

increases Kith 
0 than does Po . 

a 
on the initial 

increasing either Po or Po , or  both. Po has more effect upon 
CH, 02 a 4  

An empirical equation is proposed to account for the dependency of 

pressures: 

POa PO 
CH, 02 

PO + Po 
CR4 0, 

vhere q- is a pressure independent rate constant. 
Column 5 of Table 1 and Column 6 of Table 2 .  

The values of k; are listed in 
The validity of equation IX is indicated 

PO" PO 

PO + PO 
CH4 02 

by the linear relationship in the plot of 4 vs CH, 02 for  the reactions at 

different temperatures in an HF-treated vessel as shown in.Fig. 5. For the reaction 

PO" O 
in an untreated vessel, & at 399'C increases linearly with - 

appears to reaeh a limiting value of about 0.17 mm, m.in-l (Figure 6 )  - 
"he increase in the maxim rates ("constant rates") as the initial partial 

pressures increase - observed in this as well as in earlier work (equations I, I1 
and 111) - is not accounted f o r  by equation IV which is based on a free radical chain 
reaction mechanism. 

The apparent energy of activation for the oxidation of methane calculated from 
values at four different temperatures (Figure 7) is 36.2 kcal/mole. This value 

differs from the values [43 (5, 6 ) ,  60.8 (Z), and 61.5 (13)] obtained by earlier 
workers from the maximum rates. 

For the reactions below 455OC, an induction period 
has been observed which ranges fromlnin. to 350 min. as shown in Tables 1 and 2. 
The initial press-zes of methane and oxygen affected this induction period but the 
exact relationship remains to be established. In general, the reactions in the 
untreated vessel had longer induction periods than those in the HF-treated vessel. 
It was noted that the induction period was extremely long when an untreated vessel 
was used for  the first time. 
lower temperatures than those at high temperatures. 
HF-treated vessel, the induction perLod is negligible. 

11. 

C. The induction period. 

Also, the induction period is longer for reactions at 
At 482OC and above with an 

Methane-Initiated Oxidation of Carbon Monoxide (Equation VI) 

In the course of the oxidation of methane when the ratio of the partial pressure 

Additional attention must 
of carbon monoxide to methane becomes appreciable, then the rate of disappearance of 
methane no longer follows the zero order equation (eq. V) 
therefore be devoted to the oxidation of carbon monoxide and to the role it plays in 
the oxidation of methane - 
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The oxidation of carbon monoxide itself requires temperatures of about looO°C 
(14); however, in  the presence of water vapor, this temperature may be l o w e r e d  t o  
abouC kO@C (15) 
carbon monoxide (15). 

There is no doubt that methane can also i n i t a t e  the oxidation of 
A detai led s t u d y  of this reaction i s  presented below. 

A. Reaction in the presence of water. Since water can also initiate the Oxida- 
t ion  of carbon monoxide, a comparison vas made between the effect  of methane and tha t  
of water. 
vapor was heated a t  427°C in an =-treated vessel, the oxidation was slow. It became 
fast a f t e r  methane was introduced, 

As shown in Fig. 8, when the mixture of carbon monoxide, oxygen and vster 

B. Reaction order with respect t o  carbon monoXide and oxygen. In  these experi- 
ments, dried carbon monoxide and oxygen were introduced in to  the HF-treated vessel 
at various temperatures ranging f r o m  k7" t o  516OC. 
slow. However, the rate of reaction increased rapidly when a s& amaupt of methane 
was introduced. The results of one such experiment are  shown in Fig. 9. 
present results, the methane-initiated ox ib t ion  of carbon monoxide is a second order 
reaction, f irst  order with respect t o  carbon molloxide aad t o  oxygen. The rate can be 
expressed as: 

The reactioos w e r e  extreme- 

In all the 

where & is the second order rate constant. 
and Table 3) leads t o  an apparent activation energy of 60.7 kcal/mole. 

The temperature dependence of (Fig. 7 

As shown in Fig. 9, the linear relationship of the second order plot was main- 
t a h e d  despite the decrease in pressure of methane from I3 mm t o  almost zero during 
the course of the reaction. 
i n i t i a t ed  oxidation of carbon monoxide. 
instantaneous pressure of methane. 
(Table 4) between k, and the izlitial pressure of methane - analogous to that exhibited 
by k, - although no sat isfactory correlation has y-et been obtained. 

a reacting mixture of methane and oxygen (and carbon monoxide produced) when the 
methane had decreased t o  3.2 nun. 

This was observed in every experiment on the methane- 

Instead, there appears t o  be some relationship 
I# does not depend, therefore, upon the 

In another type of experiment (Fig. lo), additibnal carbon monoxide was added t o  

A l inear  relationship vas again obtained fa r  the 

second order plot  of log 2Po; - px versus t i m e  2. In this expression, Po' is the pco a 

pressure of oxygen at the time when carbon monoxide was introduced, Px i s  the  pressure 
of carbon dioxide produced after t h a t  time, and Pco is the instantaneous pressure of 
carbon monoxide. In this experiment 

slope of the second order plot. 
and once again appears t o  be re la ted  t o  the initial pressure of methaae. 
depended upon the instantaneous pressure of methane when the carbon monoxide was added, 
v i z .  3 2  mn, & should be below 2.6 x 10" m-1, mm-l (Table 4). 

III. 

, 8.9 ma, min'l, was determined from the i n i t i a l  
rate of consumption of oxygen and %, 3 .2 x mm'l, ma-1, waa obtained from the 

This value of % agrees well with those of Table 3 
If it 

Nature of the Oxidative Process 

I n  the present work, during each sampling procedure, about 55$ of the gas mixme 
was withdrawn from the reaction vessel t o  the Toepler pump at  room temperature for 
about 15 seconds and then returned t o  the vessel. 
peated so t h a t  more than 80$ of the reaction mixtnre may have been quenched d.urhg 

In the second cycle, this was re- 



each sampl ing .  
the sampling procedure had no discernible effects upon the r a t e  curves. 
appears t h a t  the oxidation of methane must be a heterogeneous reaction inasmuch as 
quenching vould affect  the kinetics of  a homogeneous reaction. Also, the apparent 
energy of activation for the oxidation of methzme is 36.2 kcal/mole whereas that of 

of a homogeneous reaction t o  reconcile this wide dispar i ty  in energies of activation 
with the observations that both gases oxidize competitively during the reaction. 
Likevlse, the rate  of oxidation of methane depends upon the initial pressures of methane 
and oxygen rather than upon the instantaneous pressures as would be expected for a 
homogeneous reaction. 

Even i n  the experiments vhich had relat ively long induction periods, 
Therefore, it 

, carbon monoxide is much higher, i.e., 60.7 kcal/mole. It  i s  d i f f i c u l t  on the assumption 

S ~ m e  consideration of the possible nature of the heterogeneous process is 
=ranted. On the basis of the present results,  it appears that methane and oxygen 
react i n i t i a l l y  t o  form certain active s i t e s  o r  intermediate complexes on the sur- 
face of the reaction vessel. These active s i t e s  i n  turn can catalyze the oxidation 
of both methane and carbon monoxide vhich are  zero order and second order reactions, 
respectively. 
concentrations and remins constant throughout the reaction. 
carbon monoxide is  produced in  the reaction. This product in  turn competes with the 
methane f o r  the same active s i t e s .  A similar suggestion has been made by Von Meersche 
(16). As the concentration of the carbon monoxide becones significant with respect 
t o  that of nethme, then the consumption of methane deviates from the zero order rate.  
If the acethane and carbon mnoxide did not compete for the active s i t e s  but instead 
coqeted for the remining oxygen, then the zero order r a t e  for the consumption of 
methane should remain constant throughout the reaction. Hovever, this has not been 
obsemed. 

The ac t iv i ty  of these s i t e s  per uni t  area depends upon the initial 
As the oxidation proceeds, 

C 

I 

The de’ailed mechanism of this reaction and the nature of the active s i t e s  
renain to  be studied. 

1, A stepwise oxidation of methane t o  carbon monoxide and then t o  carbon dioxide 
is demonstrated. The oxidation of methane t o  carbon mnoxide is  a zero order reaction 
with respect t o  both methane agd oxygen, The.zero order r a t e  constant i s  dependent 

s’taat with i n i t i a l  pressures is indicated by an e q i r i c a l  equation. 
energy of activation for this reaction VBS calculated t o  be 36.2 kca.l./mole. 

I upon the initial pressures of both methane and oxygen. m e  correlation of this con- 
The apparent 

2, The reaction in  an untreated vessel has a longer induction period and slower 
rate than that i n  an IEF-treated vessel, 

3 .  The oxi&tion of carbon monoxide is in i t ia ted  by methane or i t s  oxidation 
/ 
b 

product and is a second order reaction, f i r s t  order with respect t o  oxygen and to  
carbon monoxide. The second order r a t e  constant appears t o  vary Kith the initial 
pressure of methane. The apparent energy of activation fo r  this reaction i s  60.7 
kcal/mole 

4. The oxidation of methane appears t o  be a heterogeneous process. 
gested that during the induction period, methane F d  oxygen reac t  t o  form active 
s i t e s  or intermediate complexes on the  surface of the reaction vessel. Methane and 
i t s  oxidation product, carbon monoxide, then compete for these sites rather shan f o r  
oxygen. 

It is sug- 

b 
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Table 1 - (2ddation of Hathane in an IS-Treated 
Vessel a t  Varlovs Temwratures 

32 3.99 127 317 1.5 5.22 40 
33 83.4 26L 1.u 5.83 35 
34 380 330 3.02 5.18 16 
35 378 ua 0.89 5.65 20 

151 2.82 17.1, u 
346 6.5 18.0 5 
126 1.7 19.5 10 

36 
37 

154 5.64 15.3 4 
Lo a 372 364 U.7 17.5 5 

' 346 
38 
39 

?7 :; 

U 424 347 16.l 8.0 45.2 3 
42 185 355 18.2 42.2 1 
43 " US 106 2.55 43.4 3 
44 a4 187 8.9 48.9 3 
45 265 234 16.6 57.1 3 
46 " 312 306 23.2 49.1 4 
47 . 308 371 33.0 52.9 4 

u. 4;2 383 306 47.5 86.4 e 1  
25 209 298 32.0 87.4 

29 186 107 6.5 89.4 

* . 26 " 122 308 23.1 86.2 
27 n a  267 37.5 101 
28 1% 272 32.5 10 5 

30 LI 112 3L2 28.3 98.1 
31 " U  346 4 . 3  83. 6 

,I 

Table 2 - oddation of Metbane in dn Untreated 
Vessel a t  3 W c  

J 2. 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
u 
15 

79 
96.4 

226 
1% 
83.6 
39 
74 
2w 
22u 

236 
280 
287 
179 
246 

4oa 
306 
288 
265 
273 
372 

311 
U 
71.4 

156 
94 
95.5 
75 
120 

0.13 
0.17 
0.17 
0.16 
0.15 
0.15 
0.16 
0 . o u  

0.00 

0.06 
0.033 
0.05 
0.06 

0.17 

4.8 x lo4 
7.0 x l o d  

6.3 x lo4 
4.7 x 10-6 

8.6 x 10-6 
11.4 x 10-6 

5.0 x 10'6 
l l . 2  x 10-6 

8.6 x lo4 

12.0 x 10-O 

u . 7  x 10'6 

9.0 x l o 4  
8.6 I lo4 

6.2 I lo4 

Induction 
Period , m i n .  

350 
55 
50 
48 
56 
40 
50 

150 
60 
40 
40 
50 
120 
150 

123. 

*E2 YBS in a new vessel used for the f i r s t  time. 
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Table 3 - Dependency of k, on Tempera ture  
-~ 

Expt. No. P& , nun TOC k2,m-',min-l 

E104 13.0 516 1.70 x loe4 
E98 12.5 516 1.20 x 10'' 
E103 13.5 504 7.36 x 

L- 

E99 14.0 482 2.27 10-5 

El01 11.0 454 5.5 x 104 
a02 U . 4  482 3.125 x 

Table 4 - Dependency of k2 011 P& (482%) 
4 

k2 Erpt. NO. p"cH 
L 

118 3.7 = 2.6 10-5 --I, m-1 

u 7  14.9 5.0 10-5 
U 6  8.1 4.8 x 10'' 

U5 19.7 6.7 x 



Fig. 1. - Reaction system. 1. Vacuum inlet; 2. Manometer; 3. Gam inlet; 4. Preaaure relief device; 
Gas bureta; 6. Mercury pump; 7. Reaction vessel  (100 rnl.); 8. Furnace; 9. l%ermocouple; 
LO. Sampling capillary; 11. Toepler pump (125 ml.); 12. Gaa chromatograph; 13. Recorder. 
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Fig. 2. - Calibration of peak heights againat pressures. 
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Fig. 3. - Rate curves for the oxidations of methane at 399. C. 0, 0 2 ;  , CH4; A ,  CO. 
Broken lines. untreated vessel (E3); solid liner. HF-treated vessel  (E3Z). 
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Fig. 4. - Rate curvel) for the oddations of methane in HF-treated vessel at 4270 C. 
Experiment 36. P&/P& = 0.38: Experiment 40. POCH4/P&, 0.98. 0. 02 ;  0. CHI; A. CO. 
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Fig. 5 .  - Dependence of kl on initial pressures of methane and O X y R C U  (oxidatlona in =-treated vessel) .  
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Stg. 7. - Arrhcniui plot for the determinrtiun of the apparent activation energy. 

400 360 

3 

\ 240 1 co 
E 
E 200 
d 

I60 

I20 

80 

40 

CH, introduced- 

40 80 120 160 200 240 280 320 360 400 440 480 

t ,  min. 

Fig. a. - oridation of carbon manaxide in the af -ter (22 mm. of wg) .nd methane at 42P C (EbO). 
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Plg. 9 .  - Rate curves for the methane-lnltlated oxidation of carbon monoxide at SOl'C. 
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New Developments i n  Catalysts for  Producing a Xgh-B.t.u.. 
Gas v ia  the 9ot Gas Recycle Process 

A.J. r'orney, J.H. Field,  D. Bienstock, and R.J. Demski 

Pit tsburgh Coal Research Center 
U. S. Bureau of Mines 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

DWFK)DUCTION 

A high-3.t.u. gas can be produced from coal  by gasipjing the coa l  t o  make 
H&O, and then reacting these gases, aIfter purif icat ion,  over a ca ta lys t  t o  make 
a gas consis t iag e s s e n t i a l l y  of % W e .  
'bave a ninbxii c a l o r i f i c  value o i  900 3.t .u.  -pr cubic foot  and a maximxu carbon 
monoxide content o f  0 .1  -percent.) 
T e d e n l  Bureau of l u e s  a t  Bruceton, Fa., a t  the oresent time is the hot-gas- 
recycle 2rocess. 

3.t .u.  per cubic foot of m e t a e  produced) is absorbed by the sensible heating 
of  large volmes of recycle gas c i rcu le t ing  through the reactor  in direct contact 
with t h e  ca ta lys t .  Because of the large voluses of gas and the high cost  of com- 
pression, it is necessary t o  have a low y e s s u r e  Or00 tirrough the c a t a l y s t  bed. 
The &evelopent  by the Bureau of an act ive,  durable ca ta lys t  made o f  s t e e l  l a the  
turnings t h a t  pack with a high void volume and o f f e r  l i t t l e  res is tance cc flow 
made the not  gas recycle feas ib le .  

(A s a t i s f a c t o q  high-2.t.u. gas would 

A methanation grocess under deve logent  i n  the 

In the  hot-gas-recycle system the  exothermic neat  of reaction (about 280 

This paper describes methanation in two s"kges using a s t e e l  l a t h e  turning 
c a t a l y s t  in *&e f i r s t  reactor  and nickel  ca ta lys t  in the second t o  complete the 
conversion of synthesis gas. 
is  considerably less  than t h a t  usually required i n  methanation prccesses. 
results &re bee reported for use of granular 3aney nickel  a s  c a t a l y s t  in the 
second r e a c t o r . 9  In t h i s  racer p i l o t  plant results are shown comparing operation 
of the second reactor v i t h  ,ganuhr  ca ta lys t s  and with nickel  ca ta lys t s  in the 
form of pla tes  e i ther  of s o l i d  3aney nickel  o r  n icke l  sprayed on s t e e l  or  aluininum. 
These l a t t e r  n a t e r i a l s  o f f e r  a negl igible  flow resis tance and permit e f f i c i e n t  use 
of a s m a l l  mount o i  e q e n s i v e  nickel  ca ta lys t .  

Table 1 shows the  c r i n c i p a l  reactions occurring in the syiizhesis. 

3y this method the  nmount of nickel  c a t a l y s t  needed 
Previous 

Zquations 
1 an5 2 a r e  the synthesis react ions for the  f ama t ion  of  hydrocarbons. Equation 
3 is t h e  water gas sh i f t  react ion.  
reaction, and 5 the carbide react ion.  
sjmthesis temperature 3f 300' C .  

Squation 4 is  an uodesirable carbon deposition 
All these reactions are exothermic a t  
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WIX 1. Reactions occurring i n  hot-gas-recycle process 

t 
i' 
i 

i 

i ,  
/ f  

r: 

i 

A flowsheet of the hot gas recycle process i s  shown i n  f igure 1. *Two re-  
ac tors  a re  used in ser ies ,  the f i r s t ,  using s t e e l  la the turnings,  converts '70-90 
percent of the synthesis gas, and the second, using nickel,  converts essent ia l ly  
the remainder. The t o t a l  feed gas passes down through the f i r s t  reactor ,  then 
Cnrou& a cyclme t r a p  and is divided. Par t  flows t o  the second reactor;  the 
remicder  i s  recompressed t o  425 p.s . i .g .  and recycled t o  the reactor ,  ,w t o  95 
percent as hat  recycle and the balance as cold recycle. 
and removed 3-m the  cold recycle, t i e  amount of cold recycle i s  used t o  control  
t n e  -dater vapor content of the to'al recycle gas. The synthesis gas then combines 
with tne recycle gas and flows t o  the main reactor .  

As water i s  condensed 

The t a i l  gas f10-ds &b the  second reactor  vhi.:h i s  operated at a latier recyzle 
r a t e .  L? t h e  absence of a hot-gas compressor, it vas necessary t o  ,cool the wnole 
rezycle streaiii. Tne produzt s t reaa  is  depressurized, metered, ana arralyzed. 

n -  i m l c  2 shsws tne r e s u l t s  of t y p i c a i  t e s t s  o-wrating with 3ri~lCO feed gas 
u s i n g  one 31 t v o  rezctors .  %e f i rs t  collimn shows r e s u l t s  achieved using on;ji 
one reactor ;rnich coo-lsinsd steel turnings as cazalyst .  ,Tne turEings ha& been 
oxidizni with steam and reduced w i t h  nyarogen t o  produce an ac t ive  ca-alyZic 
silrface. The calorir ' ic value of the proc?uct gas was '720 3 . t .u .  e r  cu j ic  foot. 
m e  \carbsn nanoxide content was 2.1 percent. 
percent w i t h  s i g i f i - a n t  q s n t i t i e s  of etnane and propane . 
version inas 33.4 -wrcenc. Tne second col7imr of tne ta512 shows resuics  obtained 
w i t h  both reactors  o p r a t e d  in ser ies .  
nickel of k-20 mesh s ize .  ,?ne heat ins  v a h e  oI' tl;e product gas increased t o  
9.35 3. t .u .  ger cubic foct ,  an6 t i e  ,-arb92 manoxide content decreased GO 0.1 
zercent.  Tx meCmne contsnt -as 33.5 percent. Li addi t ion t o  inetianaticg tne 
carbon monoxide, E O S ~  or' the carboa dioxide reacted aad the heavier aydroczrbons 
cracked aad vere hydrogenated t o  nethane . 

%e methane content -was 31.3 
Tne feed-gas con- 

, E e  secozd reactor  conszined ,%ney 

aecause the  Rzney nickel  ca ta lys t  used i n  Yne second reac tor  vas i n  The 
form or' granules, tile pressure drop across the second reac tor  xas 'si&er than 
desired f ~ r  hot-gas-recycle operation. Raney nickel  i s  too b r i t t l e  t o  5e 
machined to la the turnings,  the physical foim used for the c a t a l y s t  i n  the 
f i r s t  reactor.  Ta overcoae t h i s  d i f f icu l ty ,  two tjrpes of n icke l  ca ta lys t  
p l a t e s  -Hiere devised. ? la tes  were sawd fron an ingot of Raaey nickel  and 
assenbled in  a p a r a l l e l  array t o  lit in to  the 3-inch d i m e t e r  reactor  as sho-m 
i n  figure 2 .  5 la tes  were 5-3/4 inches high ana 118 inch th ick .  A second t y p  
consisted of a s smbl i e s  made of s t e e l  or aluminum p h t e s  sprayed with Raney 
nickel  powder or  nickel  oxide powcier using a oxy-hydrogen o r  oq-acetylene 
torch. 
thicirness of 0.040-0.060 inch on each side and edge. 
of aaney nickel or 250 graas of nickel oxide was on the surface of each 
assea?&. 

Tile powder of loo-300 mesh s ize  %as sprayed an 1/16-inch p la tes  t o  a 
An average of 350 grams 
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2. spthesis r e s d t s  using one o r  two reactors,'steel 
tis-nings in f i r s t  reactor, graaular ilaney 

nickel  in second 

Xeactors 1 2 
Space veloci ty  t o  f i r s t  reac tor ,  vol. of 
gas/vol. of ca taus t /nom 850 850 

Space veloci ty  t o  second reac tor  --- 10,000 
*it gas analysis (vol.-percent-dry bas i s )  

H2 48.6 2.8 
co 2.1 0.1 
N2 0.5 .8 
co2 6.3 1.4 

31-9 93.5 
0 0 

C1 
C2= 
c2 5.4 0.9 
c3= 0.2 .1 
c3 2.9 .3 

1.6 .I 

720 986 
c4+ 

Heating value, a . t .u . jcu.  f t .  

Avg. temperature, -C. is t  reac tor  320 319 
321 Avg. temperature, 'C. 2nd reac tor  --- 

af 

E&O conversion, percent 83.4 99.3 

j t i2+1CO feed t o  the f i r s t  reaczor. 

,The p l a w  asse~xiblies sprayed witn Raney nickel  %?re actprated by digest ing 

The aiclrel 
with a 3-percent NaOE sohi t ion  to remo-<e 2 0  percent of the  aluminun. 
sprayed with nicLel oxide vere acsiva-ed by r eaucbg  with kyydrogen. 
oxide -as a s in t e r  material of the cmpos i t ion  s m w n  i n  t zb ie  3 .  

Those 

4 T.A.3I.E 3 .  Analysis of Raney r i c x e l  ana nickel  oxide 

Yater ia l  3aaney oickel  iiickel oxide 

Nicks 1 $2-40 74.2 
Ahminua 58-60 
Cobalt i.04 
i r o n  1.94 
CoPFr  0.73 
SuL.3.l.r * 13 
af iieight sercent  . 

i i i tn the s t e e l  turnings being used a s  a ca t a lys t  in the first reactor ,  
cocsecutive tests vere mcie using solid Raney n icke l  ?lates, stainless s t e e l  
p la tes  sprayed visn Xaney nickel ,  and aluminum pizses  sprayed v i t h  nickel  oxide 
s i n t e r  in she second reac tor .  
reduced about 90 percens, from 17 inches - i t h  granular Iiaoey oictiel, t o  Less 
tnan 2 inches of kater per foot  of ca t a lys t  height, with plates. 

At comparable conditions the p r e s s u e  drop was 

r 

1 

i 
4 
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Table 4 shows other  results of these t e s t s .  Except for  tbe carbon monoxide 
Xo s igni f icant  difference content, a sat isfactory high-i3.t.u. gas was produced. 

in Catalyst ac t iv i ty  o r  product composition was observed w i t h  these three 
Catalysts in the second reactor .  Since the n icke l  oxide s in t e r  is a s  s a t i s -  
factory as  the Raney nickel  as a ca ta lys t  for  the second reactor ,  it would be 
preferred as it cos ts  only one-third a s  much per w e i a t  of nickel. 

4. Results o f  tests using p l a t e  assemblies in second reacto $ 
F i r s t  reactor  Second reactor  

Solid Raney nickel  Nickel oxide 
steel  h E Y  sprayed sprayed 

Catalyst turnings p l a t e s  p l a t e s  pla tes  

- 5700 % 329 

S s c e  velocity, 
700 6000 

Avg . reactor  temp., OC. 3= 332 
97.3 - 9 . 0  - 97.5 E d 0  conversion, percent - 

Exit gas analysis, 

E2 56.7 9.0 7.5 9.0 
0.8 

N2 1.1 0.7 7 3  .9 
co 
CO2 8.7 2.4 2.1 2.6 

85.1 
c 2= 0 0 0 0 
CH4 

C2 3-5 1.0 1.0 1.1 
C3' 0.1 0.1 0.3 0 
c3 - 1.7 .4 - 3  .4 

0 0 0 0 
.6 .1 0 .1 

C4' 
c4+ 

325 - 343 - 927 

- vel ./vol./hr . - 

(vol.-percent-- basis). 

- 1.8 0.8 

87.2 

- 4.0 - 

- - 84.5 - 23.6 - 

Heating value, B.t.u./cu.ft. 566 _. 

af 3Elz+lCO feed t o  the f i r s t  reactor .  

An advantage or' tine flame-spraying technique is evident with <ne nickel  
oxide. 
a t  400" C. 
strength. 
base metal a f t e r  reduction. Thermal spraying may be applicable t o  other 
ca ta lys t s  which are ca t a ly t i ca l ly  ac t ive  but  s t ruc tura l ly  weak. 

Nickel oxide granules dis integrated t o  powder on reduction with hydrogen 
Although the material was act ive ca t a ly t i ca l ly ,  i t  had no mechanical 

However, the nickel  oxide sprayed on p l a t e s  adhered firmly t o  the 

Because the p l a t e s  operated sa t i s f ac to r i ly  in the  second reactor ,  a few 
tests were made using t h e m  i n  the f i r s t  reactor .  Table 5 shows the r e su l t s  
of these tests. The solid p la t e s  of Raney nickel  made a product gas w i t h  a 
heating value of $1 B.t.u. per cubic foot .  The use of p la t e s  sprayed with 
Raney nickel  resul ted in gas with a heating value of 877 E3.t.u. per cubic f o o t  
and the plates  sprayed with nickel  oxide, 856. 
content exceeded 0.1 percent. 
operated a t  an average temperature of 255" C .  
over 300" C .  they became inact ive.  

In a l l  cases the carbon monoxide 

When the temperature was raised t o  
The p la tes  sprayed w i t h  Raney nickel  were 

I 
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9: 
5. Results of tesr,; ' s i n g  pia-& assenblies in f i r s t  reac tor  

Ss l i a  WeY Hi0 CE 
a e y  EiZkP1 aluminum or 
nickel  oc s*~fnless stainless steel 

C 8 a & S t  p l a t e s  s t e e l  p la tes  p l a t e s  

Space veloci ty ,  vol./vol./t;-. 1250 - 1500 - 3000 
Avg . reac tor  tempersture , 'C . 347 255 393 
S&O conversion, ,prcant 9m 93.1. 9- 

H2 4.2 22.6 14.5 
co c.3 4.3 1.7 
N2 1.3 0.4 1.2 
COZ 2.7 0.2 3.3 - 91.4 - 53.5 - 79.3 

Exit gas analysis 
(vol. -percent-dry bas is )  

0 0 0 
F4 
a 2= 

c2 
CJ- 
c3 
c4= 
C&+ 

Heating value, B.t.u./cu.ft.  

0.1 4.5 
0 0.1 
0 1.7 
0 0.1 
0 c.7 

877 - -  - 941. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
356 _. 

aJ JH2+1CO feed gas. 

DISCUSS IOB 

k t  an  hourly space veloci ty  of 6,000 and 330" C., sprayed nickel  and solid 
&ney n icke l  plates  produced a gas with the desired ca lo r i f i c  value w h e n  used 
i n  the second stage of the  hot gas recycle p i l o t  plant .  Eo-aever, a t  t h i s  space 
v e l o c i Q  carbon monoxide \alms of 0.8 t o  1.8 percent w e r e  too high. 
used as a c a - m s t  in the  f i r s t  reactor ,  a t  an hourly space veloci ty  of 1,250 
and 347" C .  , tke  s o l i d  Raney n icke l  p l a t e s  produced a product gas of &l 3. t .L .  
per cubic foor. and a carbon nonoxide C O E ~ E G  of 0.3 percent, knereas the sprayed 
sect ions i n  the f i r s t  reactor  produced a gas t i t  - a s  msa t i s f ac to ry  -h both 
respects, ca lo r i f i c  value and Carbon n;onoxide conten;. 

'Elhen 

This difference in r e s u l t s  between the solid Raney nickel  @.a'e assemblies 
and the plates  sprayed witin m y  n icke l  nay be due t o  seve-91 factors :  
1) m a  coating may have been too chin and zhe digest ion procedure did. co t  
activate suf f ic ien t  nickel; 2 )  the  coating did not  adhere t o  same of the p la tes ,  
indicat ing e i the r  faul ty  sand b las t ing  or spraying technique. 

These nickel  sections have advantagas aver steel la the turnings. 
conversions and higher heating 
they can be operated a t  temperatures as hi& es 450" C .  without s ign i f icant  
Carbon deposition; &&ey are  h s s  SusceFtible t o  o x i b t i o n  by szeam, which 
neans that the  bate: vapor C O E ~ ~ E ~  of the recycle gas can be grea te r  ( l e s s  cold 
recycle gas) .  
a greater  temperature d i f f e r e n t i a l  can be to le ra ted ,  a lower recycle flow is 
required. 
Other fac tors  to be determized are the r e l a t ive  lives of the  n i c k e l  and s t e e l  
c a t a b s t s  and the i r  se lec t ive  sensi t iv ' , t ies  td su l i 'u r  poisoning. 

E ighe r  
gas can be achieved in the f i r s t  reactor ;  

The pressure drop is less thaa viA& steel  turnings, and because 

*This decreases the cos t  OS recompressing the recycle gas consi&erabljr. 
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Other materials such as magnetite ore, !%sed i ron oxide, and cobalt  oxide 
have been sprayed on s t e e l  sections and t e s t e d  i n  bench-scale units, but none 
were as act ive as the inaterials discussed. 

CONCILJSIONS 

!.ihile a good high-B.t.u. gas has been produced i n  one reactor  using sprayed 
p la tes  i n  the hot g a s  recycle process, it is  not com2letely sa t i s fac tory  
according to  the s s c i f i c a t i o n s .  
optimam operating conditions t o  make a gas t o  meet t h i s  standard. 

More tests are necessary t o  detemine the 

This technique of  flame spraying c a t a l y s t s  on i n e r t  forms may have 
applications t o  other processes than hydrocarbon synthesis. 
metal oxides can be sprayed. It is  possible by proper technique t o  remove 
the base metal from the sprayed material and have a shape composed e n t i r e l y  of 
t h e  ca ta lys t .  

i%ny metals and 

1. Bienstock, D., J. H. Field,  A. J. Forney, and R. J. Demski, Pi lo t  Plant 
Development of  the Hot-Gas-Recycle Process f o r  the Synthesis of  Bigh-B.t.u. 
G a s .  Buttines Rept. of Investigations 5841, 1961, 2'7 pp. 
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Figure 2 .  Para l le l  p la te  assembly of Raney nickel  ca ta lys t .  

5’ 



138. 

C F Gray and W. J. Metrailer 

Esso Research Laboratories 
Humble O i l  & Refining Company Baton Rouge Refinery 

Baton Ruuge, Louisiana 

I3"FlOIXJCTION 

Petroleum coke is  produced by coking of high boiling petroleum 
fractions (residua) t o  obtain more valuable l ighter  hydrocarbon products and 
coke. The two more prominent cammercial processes fo r  carrying out the cok- 
ing operation are Fluid Coking and Delayed Coking. 

m e n t  similar t o  that used extensively for Fluid Catalytic Cracking (1,2). A 
t90 vessel system is  used i n  which the smal l  product coke par t ic les  are  heated 
by partial combustion i n  a burner vessel  and these par t ic les  a re  circulated t o  
the  coking vessel t o  supply t h e  heat needed. 
is  injected into the coking vessel which operates at gOO-fl5"F. 
formed by cracking is  deposited on the surface of the smal l  coke par t ic les  
which are then returned t o  the burner. The burner is, of course, operated at 
a higher temperature than the reactor. 
of t he  coke. 
necessary) are  burned t o  supply heat. 

Fluid Coking is a continuous process. It is carried out in equip- 

Finely dispersed residuum feed 
The coke 

This r e s u l M  i n  some dwolat i l izat ion 
These v o h t i l e s  along Kith par t  of the product coke ( i f  

I n  the Delayed Coking process, residuum is preheated i n  a furnsce 
and is  then introduced into a soaking drum. 
f i c i en t  holding time t o  crack the residuum with the light hydrocarbons passing 
overhead. 
moved. 
drum may vsry between 800 and 8 5 0 " ~ .  

This large drum provides suf- 

The drum eventually fills w i t h  coke which is then mechanically re- 
Delayed Coking is thus a cyclic process. Coking temperatures i n  the 

I n  both processes t h e  coke product represents a bottoms fraction and 
i ts  chemical quality is  dependent on the quality of the residuum feed. 
vo la t i l e  metals and ash constituents i n  the feed a re  deposited essentially lOO$ 
i n  the coke. 
petroleum fractions, are fur ther  concentrated i n t h e  coke t o  the extent that 
petroleum coke product normally contains 1.2 t o  2.0 tFmes the s u l f u r  concentra- 
t i on  of t he  residuum feed. 

Non- 

Sulfur compounds, which are  u s u a l l y  concentrated i n  the heavier 

The volat i les  content and physical properties of  petroleum coke pro- 
duced by Fluid coking a re  quite different from the coke produced i n  Delayed 
Coking. Fluid coke is exposed t o  a higher temperature than is  delayed coke, 
about llOO-ll50"F. vs. 800-850"F. 
coke contains about 7 w t . $  volatiles (measured a t  1742°F.) vs. 10-15 wt.3 
volat i les  i n  green delayed coke. Also, i n  Fluid Coking a layer of coke I s  
deposited during each pass and the product has a characterist ic onion ring 
structure, whereas delayed coke product is amorphous i n  nature. 
between the two cokes .m i l l u s t r a t ed  by photomicrographs i n  Flgure 1, which 

As a resul t  green ( i .e . ,  uncalcined) f lu id  

The differences 

1 

I 

'\ ' 

i 
I 

1 
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shows cross sections of part ic les  of the two cokes. 

Petroleum cokes vary in  the i r  resistance t o  oxidation. This is  an 
important property of coke i n  many end uses. Good W i t y  cokes, i .e . ,  those 
having low metals and sulfur contents, generally are calcined and then f ind 
the i r  way into carbon electrodes where resistance t o  oxidation is  desirable. 
LOW quality cokes generally a re  used green as a f u e l  and rapid oxidatibn is 
desirable. 

In the work described i n  t h i s  paper, the  reac t iv i ty  of t h e  various , , 
cokes was measured by placing the coke i n  a flowing stream of C Q  a t  1742'F. - . 1< % 

and recording the  weight loss  continuously. This technique permits close con- 
t r o l  of t e s t  conditions and does not require removal of large quantities of 
heat. Other investigators have studied the reaction o f  C q  with carbon. In a 
recent paper (3), C i v r y  and Scal l ie t  reported on an investigation relating anode 
reac t iv i ty  with CQ t o  performance i n  an electrolyt ic  reduction c e l l .  

EXPERIMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

Samples of green f lu id  coke from several commercial,fluid coking units 
The delayed cokes 

Normally, a calcining tem- 

were calcined in  a muffle furnace t o  a temperature of 2400'F. 
and the coal tar coke were from commercial production. 
cined fUr use i n  carbon electrodes pr ior  t o  receipt. 
perature of about 2400'F. is used in this commercial operation. 

A commercially available coal tar binder was used i n  the preparation 

These cokes had been cal- 

of all o f  the molded carbon specimens. 
r e t t  Division of Allied Chemical Company. 

This material was obtained f r o m  the Bar- 

PRYSICAL AND CHEMICAL INSPECTIONS OF MATERIALS r. 

t 
i 

Pertinent inspections of the calcined cokes used in  this study are  
given i n  Table I. 
wh ich  are common i n  t he  carbon industry. 
ening point, a coking value of 67.5 and C/H r a t io  o f  1.6. 

All t e s t s  and inspections were obtained by using techniques 
The coal tar binder had a 215'F. soft- 

FWK!TIvITY TEST 

The reac t iv i ty  of the  cokes with carbon dioxide (C@ + C -2CO) was 
measured i n  the  reac t iv i ty  apparatus sham i n  Figure-2. 
dried overnight at  275°F. and then was placed i n  the quartz tube. 
t o  1742'F. i n  an atmosphere of purified nitrogen, a flow or  pur i f ied  Co;! was 
s ta r ted  over the sample. 
velocity of 2.2 cm./sec. i n  the  annulus between the sample and the  quartz tube. 
A continuous weight recording device measured the  loss  o f  weight of the sample due 
t o  reaction with C02. 
obtained. The CO concentration i n  the off-gases ranged from about 3 t o  30 percent 
varying with the reac t iv i ty  of the sample. 

%e sample of carbon was 
m e r  heating 

The CQ r a t e  was about l2 l i t e r s  per hour. This gave a 

The in l e t  and ex i t  gas ra tes  and ex i t  gas composition were 

J 
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Test data were obtained on granular coke samples and on samples o f  
coke which had been molded in to  cylindrical test spec-s, 
coal tar binder. When the  reactivLty of a granubr coke sample was t o  be meas- 
ur-ed, a 16 gram sample of 14-35 mesh coke was supported i n  a platinum mesh bas- 
ket. Reactivities of t h e  molded carbon specimens were determined by suspending 
the  sample on a platinum wire whlch passed through a small hole in the specimen. 
Upon completion of the test on molded specimens, the carbon body was cooled and 
weighed and then brushed with a Loosely held carbon par- 
t i c l e s  which could be brushed from t h e  sample w e r e  reported as "dust." 
amount of  "dust" measured in this manner i s  related t o  the amount of carbon w b i c h  
w i l l  be l o s t  from the carbon body as it is consumed. 

bound together with 

b r i s t l e  brush. 
The 

The molded carbon specimens used i n  this study were prepared by mixing 
the coke and pitch binder i n  a steam jacketed sigma blade mixer. mng was con- 
tinued for 30 minutes at 300'~. The mixhrre was molded t o  forma 3 inch diameter 
by 5 inch long carbon body which was then baked slowly t o  about 1900'F. i n  a 
muffle furnace. Reactivity t e s t  specimens about 3/4 inch i n  diameter by 2 inches 
long were cored from the baked carbon body. Three levels of binder  content were 
used i n  t he  work reported herein and both f ine  grained and coarse grained carbon 
aggregate@ were emplopd.?he f i n e  grained aggregate consisted of about 75 I&.$ 
35-200 mesh coke and 25 w t . $  coke ground t o  pass a 100 mesh screen. 
@ b e d  aggregate was made up of 50 w t . $  4-48 mesh coke and 50 w t . $  coke ground t o  
pass a 100 mesh screen. 

The coarse 

RESULTS AlJD DISCUSSION 

Comparison of Gramdar  Coke Reactivity 

Resul t s  of the study of cokes i n  granular form (14-35 mesh) show that 

These data confirm resul ts  obtained by Walker e t  al (4) i n  

f l u i d  cokes react Kith C@ at a mch  lower r a t e  than do delayed cokes. (Table I) 
The coal tar coke which was prepared i n  a manner simiLar t o  delayed coke had the 
highest reactivity. 
a more detailed study of cokes. 
more rapidly along crystal  edges than along t he  basal planes. 
bon in re lat ively t h i n  layers on the  spherical f l u i d  coke particles results in 
the onion sk in  structure of f l u i d  coke (5) which i s  shown i n  Figure 1. 
i n  this t h i n  onion skin layer is probably oriented such that basa l  planes of the 
carbon structure are exposed t o  a greater extent than are  the  crystal  edges. 
one would expect t h a t  t he  react ivi ty  of f lu id  coke would be low. 
ble that the higher temperature at which carbon is  &posited in f lu id  coking re- 
sults in the  lower react ivi ty  of  this material compared t o  clewed coke. 

(Figure 3) .  

best Kith coke reactivity.  
activLty of fluid coke is lower than that of delayed coke. 

.1 

t. It is  well. known that oxidiition of carbon occurs 
Deposition of car- 

I 

The carbon 
8 

Thus, 
It i s  also possi- 

1 

The reactivity of petroleum coke increases wlth i ts  t o t a l  ash content 
The coke was also andlyzed fo r  V, Bi ,  Fe, ma, T i ,  Cu, Al, Cr, and S i .  

It i s  evident that, f o r  a given ash content, the re- 
mng these metallic contaminants, the concentration of iron appears t o  correlate '~ 

\ 
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Reactivities of W e d  Carbon Specimens 

i 

P' 

I 
i 

1 

The reac t iv i t ies  of baked carbon specimens prepared from the various 
It is  seen i n  Figure 4 that the  ra te  of granular cokes a re  given in  Table 11. 

consumption of the carbon specimen i s  direct ly  re la ted t o  the  reac t iv i ty  of the 
granular cokes. 
consumption rates  than those prepared from delayed cokes. The caxbon bodies pre- 
pare& with 28 w t . $  binder show a higher reac t iv i ty  than those prepared with 16-18 
Wt.$ binder. 
higher react ivi ty  than any of the  petroleum cokes. 
baked (calcined) t o  as high a temperature as were the petroleum cokes and t h i s  
would be expected t o  r e s u l t  i n  i t s  having a higher react ivi ty .  

The pa r t i c l e  s ize  dis t r ibut ion of the  carbon aggregate does not appear 

This means tha t  the bodies prepared with f l u i d  cokes have lower 

This is not surprising in  tha t  the  binder coke from coal tar has a 
Also, the  binder coke is not 

t o  have a major influence on ccmsumption r a t e  of the  carbon bodies. 
parisons of t h i s  fac tor  were made i n  this study, one with delayed coke and one 
with f lu id  coke. 
f ine  and coarse grained carbon bodies. 

Only two com- 

Neither coke showed much difference i n  consumption r a t e  between 

Most carbon bodies a re  consumed i n  commercial use e i ther  as part of t he  
process operation or as a result of exposure t o  oxidizing atmospheres. 
the carbon i s  consumed there  is  a tendency t o  form loose par t ic les  of carbon o r  
"dust." 
carbon i s  consumed fas te r  than t h e  carbon aggree te .  The unconsumed portion of 
the carbon aggregate then becomes loose and can be brushed from the  main body 
of carbon. 
Table 11. 
lower fo r  the carbon bodies prepared with f lu id  cokes than fo r  those prepared 
f r o m  delayed cokes., This is t rue  for  both f ine  grained and coarse grained carbon 
aggregates. However, the fluid coke specimens were not as reactive and less 
t o t a l  carbon w a s  consumed i n  the standard four hour t e s t .  Additional data w i l l  
have to  be obtained a t  equivalent t o t a l  consumption t o  establish how the amount 
of "dusting" obtained with f lu id  coke aggregate compares with delayed coke a t  
a given consumption level. 

When 

The generally accepted explanation for  "dusting" i s  that the  binder 

The amount of loose carbon formed during our experiments is sham in  
It i s  immediately obvious t h a t  t he  quantity of "dust" formed was much 

ista have been obtained which show (Figure 5 )  t h a t  t he  use of low re- 
ac t iv i ty  f lu id  coke t o  supply the  carbon f ines  reduces the  formation of "dust." 
High react ivi ty  delayed coke was used t o  supply the coaxse carbon aggregate in  
these samples, which were made up of 50 w t . $  coarse coke and 50 wt.3 f ine coke 
as .described previously. For comparison, samples were prepared using delayed 
coke having the same par t ic le  s i ze  dis t r ibut ion.  
t ion  ( a t  the sane carbon consumption) were lower fo r  the  carbon specimens contain- 
ing the low reac t iv i ty  f ine  f lu id  coke. 
low react ivi ty  coke f ines  a c t  as a diffusion barr ier  and reduce the  r a t e  of con- 
sumption of the bonding carbon. 
face is more i n  balance and l e s s  dust i s  formed. 

Both reac t iv i ty  and dust forma- 

One posdble  explanation is that the 

Thus the  overal l  reac t iv i ty  of the  carbon sur- 

b ta  on nine conrmercially available cokes show that the  process used 
Ash content, t o  prepare the coke is a major factor  influencing i ts  react ivi ty .  
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part icular ly  iron content, i s  of secondary inporta.nce. Fluid coke has a 
lower react ivi ty  than delayed coke a t  the same impxirity level. 
ac t iv i ty  measured on granular cokes i s  carried mer into carbon bodies pre- 
pared fronr these cokes. 
carbon bodv. 

The lower re- 

Binder content also influences react ivi ty  of the 
Them5 is a lso  an indication that l e s s  carbon dust (loose carbon) 

is 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 .  

formed &en low react ivi ty  coke is used t o  wly the f ine coke m e g a t e .  
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FIGURE 2 
REACTIVITY MEASURING APPARATUS 
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FIGURE 3 
CARBON REACTIVITY IS AFFECTED BY ASH CONTENT 
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FIGURE 4 

COMPARISON OF R E A C T I V I T I E S  OF CARBON B O D I E S  AND GRANUZAR COKES 
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R e a c t i v i t i e s  of Low Rank Coals 

Neal R i c e  and Edward PEostel  

Natura l  Resources Research I n s t i t u t e  
University o f  Wyoming 

Laramie , Wyoming 

During the  past  years ,  var ious invest igat ions were undertaken a t  the University 
I n  severa l  of these,  the r e a c t i v i t y  of Wyoming on the u t i l i z a t i o n  of  low rank coal.  

of t h e  coa l  products was  important and therefore  w a s  given consideration. I n  con- 
nect ion with the  development work on reducing carbon, the reac t ion  of the carbon to 
CO was t e s t e d  and in  connection with the u s e  of processed coal  f o r  barbecue b r i -  
quets ,  the  r e a c t i v i t y  t o  air  was invest igated.  Resul ts  of t h i s  work are reported 
here as they appear of general  s ignif icance.  

2 

Carbon Dioxide Reac t iv i tx  -- 
I n  order t o  show r e s u l t s  from as wide a rank of coa ls  as possible ,  t h r e e  

Wyoming c o a l s  were chosen, ranking from high ?volatile C Bituminous t o  subbituminous 
C. These coa ls  were carbonized i n  a closed r e t o r t  t o  950OC. 
5OC per minute. Table I shows the  proximate and u l t imate  analyses,  a l s o  t h e  heating 
values o f  t h e  chars. L is ted  are a l s o  the coals  from which the chars  a re  derived and 
two commercial cokes, one Western coke furnished by the  Colorado Fuel and I ron  Corpo- 
r a t i o n  and one Eastern coke furnished by Pi t t sburgh  Coke and Chemical Company. 

The heating r a t e  was 

TABLE I 
ANALYSES OF COKES, CHBRS AND COALS 

(Moisture Free, i n  Percent) 

N A M E A N D R A N K  VM FC Ash C O 2  N 2  S ' Btu/lb. 
H2 

Cokes P i t t .  Foundry m a b  0.4 93.9 5.7 0.2 91.2 1.4 1 . 0  0.4 13140 
C F a n d I  Hvab 3.5  83.6 13.1 1.1 83.5 0.8 1.0 0.5 12250 

950° Chars 
DOClark Hvab 1.1 93.4 5.5 0.7 91.0 1.4 0.9 0.5 13580 
Elkol Subb 2.5 93.2 4 . 3  1.0 90.7 2.2 1.4 0.4 13510 
Wyodak Subc 2.1 82.2 14.7 1.1 80.6 1.3 0.9 0.4 12400 

Coals DoClark Hvcb 39.3  57.0 3.7 5.8 72.2 15.4 1.6 1.3 13220 
E l k o l  Subb 43.0 54.5 2.5 5.0 72.4 17.8 1.5 0.8 12580 
Wyodak Subc 42.3 47.7 10.0 4.5 65.6 17.8 1.1 1.0 11340 

The r e a c t i v i t y  of t h e  char  t o  carbon dioxide was measured by c p n p c t i n g  GO 
the char and measuring t h e  proport ion of CO t o  CO 
known that the surface area o f t e n  i s  c losely relaged t o  the r e a c t i v i t y ,  the densi t ies ,  
i n  methanol as well as i n  mercury, were a l s o  measured. From the d e n s i t i e s ,  the 
poros i t ies  were calculated.  

over 2 As i t  i s  i n  the e f f l u e n t .  * 

Resul t s  are shown i n  T a b l e  11. 

The chars from a lower rank coa l  have a higher r e a c t i v i t y  than t h e  chars from a 
higher rank coal and a l l  are higher than the r e a c t i v i t i e s  of the cokes. 
t h i s  re la t ionship  is shown graphical ly .  
the r e a c t i v i t y  of the carbon residue. 

I n  Figure I, 
The lower t h e  rank of the  coa l ,  the  higher 
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React iv i ty ,  Density and Poros i ty  

of 

Chars and Cokes 

Moisture Free 

Rank Rank Reac t iv i ty  Density Porosity 

Hvab 
Hvab 
Hvcb 
Subb 
Subc 

O2 M c  OH Hg 
Foundry Coke 13.3 2.031 1.736 0.145 
C F & I Coke 71.8 1.869 1.617 0.135 
DOClark Char 119.1 1.820 1.415 0.223 
Elkol Char 137.5 I. 840 1.382 0.249 
Wyodak C h a r  146.0 1.810 1.100 0.392 

It appears t h a t  th is  tendency i s  r e l a t e d  t o  the poros i ty  of t h e  material .  The 
higher porosity of the  low rank chars f a c i l i t a t e s  the  access of the  oxidizing gas t o  
the carbon sur faces .  It i s  widely believed t h a t  d i f fus ion  is  a l imi t ing  fac tor  i n  
r eac t ion  r a t e s  when gas reacts with a porous so l id .  It would perhaps be more t o  the  
point t o  say t h a t  the  r e a c t i v i t y  is  governed by the  concentrations of C O  
the  surfaces regard less  how these concentrations were achieved. 
log ica l  t o  assume that the  rough low rank sur faces  a r e  more open t o  a t t a c k  by the 
CO than the  glossy sur faces  of th5 coke. ,The sur face  area of the  lowest rank char 
u*$er study, Wyodak, if ybout 27 m per g whereas those of t he  two cokes are 2 and 3 
m per g respec t ive ly .  * Diffusion deeply i n t o  the piece of coke or char may take  
place but r eac t ion  i s  re ta rded  by mounting concentrations of t he  product gas,  CO,  
wi th in  the pa r t i c l e .  The concent ra t ions ,of  t he  two gases are a f f ec t ed  by the ra te  
a t  which the  one i s  supplied and the  other i s  removed, and by the  r e l a t i v e  concen- 
t r a t i o n s  which preva i l .  

and CO a t  
It wouli appear 

Milliken3.) has suggested t h a t  t he  micelles of t he  lower rank coa ls  may be com- 
posed a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  of di-phenyl l inkages and t h a t  these  l inkages are or ien ted  
about s ix ty  degrees from planar.  This r e s u l t s  i n  s t e r i c  hindrance which prevents 
formation of l a rge  blocks of or ien ted  and planar molecules, thus leaving a g rea t e r  
random porosity.  
water and carbon dioxide while being carbonized i n  the  lower temperature ranges. 
There a re  thus many carbon-to-OH and carbon-to-oxygen linkages broken and probably 
l e f t  i n  a condition which encourages r eac t ion  of the per iphera l  carbon molecules 
with the oxidizing gas.  
amount of water and oxygen, has fewer s i t e s  open fo r  a t t a c k  and thus a lower re- 
a c t i v i t y  . 

It a l s o  should be considered t h a t  t h e  lower rank coa ls  y i e ld  much 

The higher rank coke, never having been f r eed  of such an 

I n  order t o  examine the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the  ana lys i s  of the  coa l  substance 
would throw some l i g h t  on these  d i f fe rences  i n  r e a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  u l t imate  analyses of 
the moisture and a sh  f r e e  chars and cokes are shown i n  Table 111. A s  w i l l  be seen 
carbon and hydrogen content i s  s i m i l a r  down the  columns. Oxygen, e ermined by 
difference,  is  not  s ign i f i can t .  As has been pointed out by Peters''f, i t  would 
appear t h a t  the chemical ana lys i s  g ives  no explanation f o r  t he  d i f fe rences  i n  r e -  
a c t i v i t y  . 

The two commercial cokes shown i n  Figure I were made under conventional coking 
conditions which involve comparatively slow temperature r ise  and longer periods a t  
maximum temperature. 
period, a l so  affec ' ts  t h e  C02-reactivity of t h e  coke. 
temperature reduce t h e  C02-reactivity.  Thus the  two poin ts ,  'and 
higher,  c loser  t o  the  level of t h e  chars ,  i f  t he  cokes had been made a t  the same 
conditions as the chars.  

The longer period a t  coking temperature, t h i s  so-called soaking 
Extende perjods a t  high 

would have been 
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U l t i m a t e  Analyses of Chars and Cokes 

(Moisture and Ash Free) 

s O2 N2 C =2 Rank Name 

Hvab Foundry Coke 0.6 96.8 1.2 1.0 ' 0.4 
Hvab C F & I Coke 1.0 96.3 1.3 0.9 0.5 
Hvcb DOClark C h a r  0.7 96.4 1.5 0.8 0.6 
Subb Elkol Char 1.0 95.0 2 . 2  1.4 0.6 
Subc Wyodak Char 1.2 95.8 1.1 1 .0  0.5 

To examine the e f f e c t  of h e a t  soak on r e a c t i v i t y ,  a char from DOClark  coa l  was 
heat  soaked for  various per iods,  and then subjected t o  the r e a c t i v i t y  t e s t .  
r e s u l t s  are shown i n  Figure 11. Heat soaking f o r  3 hours reduced the r e a c t i v i t y  by 
about 15% and soaking f o r  48 hours by 35%. It i s  known t h a t  any char  and any coke 
shrinks with continued heat  soaking. This, of course,  r e s u l t s  i n  higher d e n s i t i e s  
and lower poros i t ies ,  and i t  must b e  expected that such changes r e s u l t  in closure o r  
p a r t i a l  c losure of openings and a reduction of the  r e a c t i o n  surface.  Thus, re -  
a c t i v i t y  t o  CO and doubt less  t o  other gases i s  decreased with extended heating 
cycles.  However, the na ture  of the surface of the  char made f r o n  subbituminous coal 
i s  so open that no w u n t  of h e a t  soaking w i l l  lower i t s  r e a c t i v i t y  t o  t h a t  of a 
metal lurgical  coke. 

The 

2 

The Gigher r e a c t i v i t y  of t h e  chars  made from lower rank coals  must be ascribed 
t o  t h e i r  surface s t ruc ture ,  and such chars must f ind  appl icat ions where high re-  
a c t i v i t y  i s  an advantage. 

React ivi ty  Measured by I g n i t a b i l i t y  of Smokeless Briquets 

Several  invest igat ions were made on the s u i t a b i l i t y  of processed coal  for  bar- 
becue br iquets .  Such br ique ts  should be easy t o  i g n i t e  and should develop a reason- 
ab le  amount of heat. Fur ther ,  they should burn with a minimum of odor or smoke. 
The amount of heat ,  i n t e n s i t y  of smoke and odor a r e  outs ide  the scope of t h i s  d i s -  
cussion. Remains the i g n i t a b i l i t y .  This i s  determined t o  a la rge  extent  by the 
shape and s i z e  of the br ique t ,  and espec ia l ly  by the degree of compaction which 
a f f e c t s  the apparent s p e c i f i c  grav i ty .  If, however, these and other fac tors  of pro- 
cessing a r e  kept uniform, t h e  i g n i t a b i l i t y  can serve as measure of the r e a c t i v i t y  of 
the  carbon substance. 

In the  ign i t ion  t e s t ,  5 br ique ts  of uniform p i l l o w  shape a r e  placed on a br ick,  
four i n  a square, one-fourth inch  a p a r t ,  and one on top .  
the  f loor .  Room temperature i s  kept  uniform and not iceable  d r a f t  i s  avoided. 30 m l  
of l i g h t e r  f l u i d  i s  poured over t h e  br iquets  uniformly and the br iquets  a r e  ignited.  
The percentage of sur face  burning is estimated a t  c lose  i n t e r v a l s  for  each br iquet ,  
and the average recorded. The time elapsed when 80% of the surface i s  burning i s  
termed "Igni t ion time". It i s  n o t  too d i f f i c u l t  to  t r a i n  an operator within a few 
days SO t h a t  the est imat ing can be done with reasonably c l o s e  reproducib i l i ty .  

Figure I11 shows t h e  i g n i t a b i l i t y  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  v o l a t i l e  content.  
used was air-dry North Dakota l i g n i t e  with 9.6% of moisture, 36.0% of v o l a t i l e  matter 
and 10.2% of ash. The coa l  was carbonized t o  various v o l a t i l e  contents ,  and the char 
br ique t ted  with cerea l  binder.  
time was achieved with 15 t o  18% of v o l a t i l e  matter.  
matter o f  the  coal  has been reduced by about 80%. 
evolved, and there  i s  apparent ly  an optinrum compounded of the amoun 
matter re ta ined  by the  char and the  qua l i ty  of t h i s  v o l a t i l e  matter"' It  had been 
known for a long t i m e  tha t  i n  t h e  s t a t e d  v o l a t i l e  range, the  coal  i s  best  su i ted  for 

The br ick  i s  placed off 

The coal  

A s  w i l l  be seen from the curve, the  optimum igni t ion 
A t  t h i s  s tage ,  the v o l a t i l e  

All carbon dioxide has been 
f v o l a t i l e  

! 
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e f f e c t i v e  combustion at ordinary furnace temperatures. It may b e  surpr i s ing ,  
however, t h a t  under the  s t a t e d  extreme condi t ions where the low ambient temperature 
slows the combustion, the  same v o l a t i l e  content ind ica ted  t h e  highest  r e a c t i v i t y .  

A grea t  number of var ious l i g n i t e s  were carbonized, the char  br ique t ted ,  and the  
br ique ts  subjected t o  the  i g n i t i o n  t e s t .  
were again considerable var ia t ions  i n  i g n i t i o n  time. 
i n  ash content ,  some t o  aggregate s ize .  
These were t raced  f i n a l l y  t o  the  s t r u c t u r e  of the  coal.  
i g n i t i o n  t i m e  was achieved with char from a coa l  with laminated s t r u c t u r e ,  a t  l e a s t  
i n  p a r t  of t h e  coal .  Figure I V  shows samples of the laminated and of the  more com- 
pact s t ruc ture .  The former is black and has a shiny, velvety appearance, the l a t t e r  
i s  d u l l  and o f t e n  brownish. The one apparent ly  or ig ina tes  from e i t h e r  leafy  or  bark 
matter, and t h e  other  from s o l i d  wood. 

Processing condi t ions were uniform. There 
Some were t raced  to var ia t ions  

Yet there  remained d i s t i n c t  differences.  
I n  every instance,  the lower 

I n  another inves t iga t ion ,  br ique ts  were t e s t e d  which were produced from char 
derived from subbituminous C coa l .  The v o l a t i l e  matter was kept uniform, a l so  the 
ash content.  To vary the amount of reac t ion  sur face ,  the s i z e  of the  aggregate w a s  
varied.  Changes i n  i g n i t a b i l i t y  obtained wi th  changes i n  aggregate s i z e  are shown 
i n  Figure V. The aggregate s i z e s  shown a r e  nominal. A l l  aggregates were graded, 
and uniform grading was used i n  each case. It w i l l  be seen t h a t  the t e s t s  were con- 
f ined  between U.S. No. 20 and 70 screen s izes .  
ru led  out f o r  reasons of operating procedures. Within the  s t a t e d  l i m i t s ,  the i g n i t -  
a b i l i t y  increased wi th  decreasing aggregate s ize .  

S izes  beyond these  l i m i t s  had t o  b e  

A l l  the reported r e s u l t s  point t o  the importance of s u f f i c i e n t  reac t ion  surface.  
However, there  a r e ,  apparent ly ,  other f a c t o r s  involved. Many br ique ts  of commercial 
production were t e s t e d  which showed an i g n i t i o n  time of 40 minutes. Good smokeless 
br iquets  usual ly  showed an i g n i t i o n  time of l e s s  than 30 minutes. Very good br ique ts  
showed 20, 19, o r  even 18 minutes i g n i t i o n  time. But t h i s  seemed t o  be the minimum. 
Any possible  introduct ion of promoters or  oxidizing agents i s  ru led  out  here and only 
the r e a c t i v i t y  of the coa l  substance and the oxygen of the  air  is  considered. 
appeared that fur ther  reduct ion i n  aggregate s i z e  or  fur ther  reduct ion in  ash content  
d id  not lower the  i g n i t i o n  time fur ther .  

It 

The oxidation of the char is of course a heterogeneous process5') ,  and r a t h e r  
complicated. To accomplish it, however, there  must be not  only s u f f i c i e n t  r e a c t i o n  
surface but a l s o  s u f f i c i e n t  open space for  the  a i r  t o  en ter  and for  t h e  products of 
combustion t o  leave. For t h i s  reason the  amount of s p e c i f i c  sur face  beyond a c e r t a i n  
optimum cannot be u t i l i z e d .  
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The s in te r ing  process is used t o  agglomerate the  smaller s i zes  of iron ores 
t h a t  are too s m a l l  t o  be fed d i r ec t ly  in to  the  b l a s t  furnace. 
heterogeneous mixture of iron ore , fuel, and usually f lux  is deposited as a bed about 
8 t o  15 inches deep on an endless, moving s i n t e r  strand. 
se r ies  of windboxes tha t  by means of suction d r a w  a downdraft of a i r  through the  bed. 
AS the bed moves in to  position over t he  f i r s t  windbox, t he  f u e l  i n  the  top of the  bed 
is ignited by gas burners. After ignition, the  a i r  flow through the  bed sustains the  
oxidztion reaction and a t  the  same time causes the combustion zone t o  propagate downward 
t o  the bottom of the  bed. I n  t h i s  m e r ,  only a comparatively small region (combustion 
zone) of the bed is being heated t o  sintering temperatures a t  any one time. 
t he  heat released i n  the combustion zone is then transferred by forced convection, 
radiation, and conduction t o  preheat t he  portion of the  bed ly ing  beneath the 
advancing combustion zone. Thus, because of good heat recovery, t he  process rea-uires 
only a s m a l l  amount of fue l  (about 3 t o  5$ carbon). 

In t h i s  process, a 

The s t rand  moves over a 

Much of 

The fue l  is randomly d is t r ibu ted  throughout the  bed and may be considered 
as discrete par t ic les  embedded within a massive m s t r i x  of i ne r t  material. Further- 
more, because of the low concentration of f u e l  in the  bed, the f u e l  par t ic les  a re  well 
dispersed-and can be visualized as d i s t inc t  e n t i t i e s  oxidizing essent ia l ly  independently 
of each other when enough a i r  is available f o r  t h e i r  combustion. 

The combustion process can be considered') t o  occur in two regions, as  
(1) the  region where t rue  chemical reaction controls t h e  oxidation rate,  follows: 

and (2)  the region i n  which the  mass t ransfer  of oxygen from t h e  bulk gas stream t o  
the  carbon surface is controlling. A t  temperatures below about 1500 F, the reaction 
r a t e  is  independent of a i r  velocity, whereas above t h i s  temperature the  ra te  of 
combustion i s  d i r ec t ly  Fnfluenced by velo i t y  and is l imited by t h e  mass transfer 
r a t e  of oxygen. Kuchta, Kant, and Damn2! have shown t h a t  in the  second region the 
reaction r a t e  is  proportional t o  the  0.47 power of the  a i r  velocity.  
a t  very high a i r  ve loc i t ies  the r a t e  approaches tha t  given by t h e  Arrhenius equation 
for  an activation energy of about 30 k cal/g mole Meyer3) reported similar activation 
energies and he as  w e l l  as Mei C h i 0  Chen, et.al.,&) showed t h a t  t h e  oxidation of carbon 
is  f irst  order with respect t o  the  p a r t i a l  pressure of oxygen. 

Furthermore, 

Wicke5) suggests t h a t  fo r  the  combustion of carbon the  activation energy 
is  about 58 k cal/g mole and t h a t  lower values than t h i s  are probably due t o  
diffusional e f fec ts  i n  the  porous in t e r io r  of the  carbon. He further s t a t e s  t ha t  
differences in reac t iv i ty  are due so le ly  t o  variations i n  in t e rna l  surface area and 
t h a t  depending upon the  type of carbon being oxidized, t he  spec i f ic  surface 
increase by as much as 1400 percent as carbon is gasified. Smith and PolleJT'report 
similar resu l t s  f o r  the  oxidation of f i n e  thermal carbon a t  600 C.  
t ha t  because the increase in surface area i s  not accompanied by a decrease i n  pa r t i c l e  
diameter, the pa r t i c l e  must develop in te rna l  porosity. These r e su l t s  a r e  in accord 
with Wickets and tend t o  confirm h i s  observation t h a t  a reaction a l so  occurs on the 
in te rna l  carbon structure.  The bulk of the  work reported in the  l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  
oxidation r tes of carbon has dea l t  with low-ash-content materials.  
a d  Wright77 have studied the  combustion of cokes and coals as well as low-ash carbons 

They concluded 

However, Grendon 
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through ash barriers.  
residual. ash layer surrounding p a r t i a Y y  burnt commercial fuels  influences the. burning 
rate. 

They advance t h e  poss ib i l i t y  that the permeability of the 

SchLuter and Bitsianes') have used the combustion model proposed by Tu e-t.dl) 

In  general, the measured widths were two. t o  three thnes l a rge r  than those 
In a prepared discussion of t h e i r  paper, they have s ta ted that since the  

in an attempt t o  predict the width of the f u e l  combustion zone present in sintering 
processes. 
predicted. 
r a t e  of combustion of fue l  i n  the s inter ing process is diffusion controlled, the 
reac t iv i ty  of the fuel  should have l i t t l e  effect  on the processes inherent in sintering. 
However, no experimental. data are presented Fn substantiation. Furthermore, their 
model is  l imited t o  a case where t h e  f i e 1  is assumed t o  be a dense sphere of shrinking 
radius that burns only on i t s  surface and hence cannot allow for the effect  of  porosity 
and ash that would a f f ec t  the diffusional  resistances. 

Dixon and Voiceg) state that the s inter ing process demands a r e l a t ive ly  
unreactive fuel. 
and necessitates a higher f u e l  content in the s i n t e r  bed. For example, with fue l  
re c t i v i t i e s  varying from c r i t i c a l  a i r  b l a s t  (C.A.B.) values of 0.092 t o  0.035 

was noted. 
there  was a considerable drop i n  thermal efficiency. 

The present paper gives the r e su l t s  of a study completed w i t h  eight different 

Too high a r eac t iv i ty lowers  the t h e m  efficiency of the process 

f t  !I / m i n ,  no appreciable e f f ec t  on t h e  thermal. efficiency of the  s inter ing process 
However, with a highly reactive wood charcoal (C.A.B. = 0.003 f t3/  min), 

fuels  f o r  characterizing the fuels w i t h  respect t o  their performance in the sintering 
process, in which a unique combustion s i tuat ion exists. 
cokes containing different amounts of ash are also included. 
r eac t iv i ty  index i s  developed f o r  c lass i fying fuels with regard t o  their  behavior in  
the s inter ing operation. 

The oxidation kinetics o f  
From these studies, a 

Materials and Experimental Work 

The materials used in this work were commercially available cokes, coals. 
and charcoal. 
Table I. 

The chemical composition and the physical properties a re  given in 
. 

A Stanton Thembalance,  two rotameters, an& associated hardware f o r  
transporting a synthetic a i r  mixture t o  the reaction chamber were used in this work. 
Figure 1 is a schema-cic drawing of  t he  experimental assembly. 

The Thennobalance is an integral  uni t  housing a contimously recording 
temperature controller,  a height-adjustable muffle furnace, a d  an automatic 
continuously weighing and recording analyt ical  balance. 
balance is a s i l i c a  rod fo r  supporting a f u e l  sample in the m f f l e  furnace. 
furnace may be raised or lowered by means of pulleys t o  provide access t o  the  sample 
holder. Furnace temperatures are indicated and controlled by means of a thermocouple 
located near the furnace w a l l  (see Figure 1). Two other thermocouples s i tuated 
d i r e c t l y  above and below the carbon sanple measure the i n c m h g  k d  e x i t  gas tempera- 
tures. For all runs, except f o r  t he  temperature study, the muffle furnace was set  
a t  a control point of 1250 plus or minus 4 F. 

Mounted on one pan of the 
The 

A typical  run w a s  made as follows: t he  fufnace was s e t  a t  the desired 
temperature and &owed t o  come t o  equilibrium with a synthetic a i r  mixture f lar ing 
through the furnace a t  a flow r a t e  of 11 li ters  per minute. The coke sample (0.5000 
gram each) obtained by r i f f l i n g  a Large batch of coke (-20 +28 Tyler mesh) w a s  dried 
a t  130 C for  two hours p r io r  t o  weighing. 
w i r e  basket haviag inside dimensions of 0.6 by 0.6 by 0.5 inch. 
coke sample in the basket was 0 . E  inch. 
placed on the s i l i c a  support rod of the  Thembalance, the muffle furnace w a s  
lowered in place; the l o s s  of weight with time was recorded continuously. 

(3) Made in En- and dis t r ibuted by Burrell Sc ien t i f i c  Company. 

The sample was then placed in an inconel 
The bed depth of the 

After the basket containing the coke was 



Theory 

In the  m e r  proposed by Tu et.al.,') it can be shown tha t  the  combustion 
r a t e  of carbon is  given by 

Pg 

Rd + Rc 
IC = 

where pg is the  p a r t i a l  pressure of oxygen in t he  bulk gas stream (atm) 
Q is the  diffusional resistance t o  mass t ransfer  (hr)(atm)/lb mole 
& is  the  chemical resistance (hr)(atm)/(lb mole) 
Nc equals the  r a t e  of carbon consumption ( lb  moles/hr) 

Now i f  reaction conditions a re  chosen such tha t  chemical reaction controls the  r a t e  
of car- consumption, that is, R c 9 R d ,  equation (1) reduces t o  

Nc =Pg = B k P g  
R, 

where a = area available f o r  reaction 
k = the  spec i f ic  reaction rate constant as given by the  Arrhenius equation 

In the  case of a packed bed of par t ic les  having appreciable depth, pg varies 

Generally 

with the depth of t he  bed. Hence, under isothermal conditions, it becomes necessary 
t o  integrate equation (2) between the  l imi t s  of the  in l e t  and out le t  gas compositions 
t o  obtain the average value of the  ra tes  ex is t ing  i n  every par t  of the bed. 
it i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  maintain isothermal conditions, because the  oxidation o f  carbon i s  
highly exothermic and t h e  reaction temperature tends t o  r i s e .  
d i f fe ren t ia l  reactor, . r i s ing  temperatures a re  eas i ly  t rea ted  because r a t e  data may 
be obtained a t  each incremental temperature change. 
(2) becomes 

However, by use of a 

Under these circumstances, equation 

N, = d a  (3) 

whered  is a constant 

Quat ion (3) describes the oxidation of carbon i n  a chemical-reaction- 
controlled regime. However, the  s in te r ing  process occurs a t  high temperatures of about 
2700 F. In this region, the  oxidation r a t e  of carbon is  controlled by the mass 
transport of oxygen from the bulk gas phase t o  the  carbon surface; that is, diffusional 
resistance is much la rger  than the  resistance due t o  chemical reaction. Hence the  
carbon combustion can be approximated by modifying equation (1) t o  

(4) P 
*g 

H c = x = k  a p  = DPa 
% WlzPbm 

where D = diffusion coefficient (ft2/hr) 
R 
P = t o t d  pressure (atm) 
kg = mass t ransfer  coefficient ( lb  moles)/(hr) ( f t 2 )  (atm) 
z 
T = temperature (OR) 
am = l og  mean pressure of iner t  gas in the f i lm 

= gas constant ( f t j ) (a tm) / ( lb  mole)(%) 

= effective film thickness ( f t )  

Equation (4) implies that in a diffusion-cantrolled regime, the oxidation r a t e  i s  
independent of t he  carbon being burned and depends only on the  transport  of oxygen. 
WithFn limits, t h i s  is true; but with cokes or carbons of widely different porosit ies 
and varying ash contents, the  effective film thickness (2) and the  area available 
fo r  reaction (a) may be vas t ly  different a t  ident ica l  air  flow ra tes .  Second, with 
fuels having a h ighash  content, it is lmuwn that an ash s t ruc ture  can surround the  
unburnt carbon7) and may impede combustion through its e f fec t  on the  diffusion 
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coefficient.  Thus the propehies  of t he  f u e l  can i n f l u a c e  the combustion rate of 
carbon in the sintering-temperature (diffusion-controlled) region. 

Results an&Discussion 

The Effect of Temerature on the Oxidation Rate of Coke 

Most of the kinet ics  work w a s  performed with coke (r because it had been 
found t o  be an excellent fuel for sintering. 
on t h e  oxidation rate,  the correlat ing temperatures were the exit gas temperatures 
Leaving the bottom of the dFfferentidL reactor. 
about L5O F higher than the m a c e  temperature. 
of t he  top of the packed bed of p a r t i c l e s  at temperatures abwe-1400 F gave temperatures 
about 25 t o  50 degrees higher than the exit gas temperatures. 
the bed showed a considerable nonuniformity in burning; discrete  pazrtidles o f  coke 
could be seen burning more b r i l l i a n t l y  thEm others in various parts of the bed. 
Consequently, exit gas temperatures w e r e  assumed t o  be  representative of the bed 
temperature. 

In t he  study of the effect  of temperate 

In general, these temperatures are 
But optfcal-pyromter measurements 

V i s u s l  observation of 

The r e su l t s  of the oxidation t e s t s - a t  various temperatures are presented in 
Figure 2. 
and thereaf ter  decreases w i t h  time t o  a constant l eve l .  
the reaction rate ,  t he  weight-loss data must be corrected for vo la t i l e  matter. 
was done by heating the coke t o  various temperatures in I?2 and obtaining devolati l ization 
r a t e  curves. 
t o  obtain the weight Loss b e  t o  oxidation. 

In these t e s t s ,  the exit gas temperature increases a d  reaches a maximum 

This 

The  vo la t i l e  matter lass is then subtracted frm the gross w e i g h t  loss 

Far proper evaLuetion of 

With these data, an Arrhenius plot  w a s  made of the reaction rate expressed 

Also included in t h i s  plot  are the data given by 
in pound moles o f  carbon consumed per hour per square foot of total. surface area. 
r e su l t  
Wicke57 for electrode carbon. O n l y  a t  temperatures below about L h O  F do the 
experimental data l i e  along the  curve given by Wicke. This corresponds t o  an 
act ivat ion energy o f  9 k cal/g mole, w h i c h  indicates that the oxidation of carbon 
is controlled by chemdcal reaction. As t he  temperature is increased above LkOO F, 
the e f f ec t  of diffusion becomes increasingly s i a i f i c a n t  an& the data deviate 
considerably from the st raight- l ine Arrhenius relatiohship. 

The 
a re  presented in Figure 3. 

Frm the kinet ic  data of curve 2, Figure 2, the to ta l .  surface area o f  coke 
C w a s  calculated w i t h  t he  use of a known specif ic  reaction r a t e  constant for electrode 
carbon. The ca l cda ted  surface area based on points taken over the entire curve was 
3.0 m2/grsram (standarddeviation 0.39). Experimental nitrogen adsorption (BEP) surface- 
area measurements showed that the surface area of coke C was e s i e n t i d l y  constant a t  
3.4 m2/gram a t  various degrees of oxidation. A similar ca .Lcda ioa  for charcod  H 
(Figure 4) at 30 percent weight l o s s  gave a t o t a l  surface area o f  4.8 &/gram, whereas 
t h e  BE3 method gave a value of 5.2 m2/gram f o r  a fresh sample. 
t ha t  the combustion of d i f f e ren t  fuels is primari2.y dependent on t h e  surface area of 
the material. 
fixed carbon available in the coke sample, whereas the EEL' method makes no d i s t i n c t i a  
between ash and carbon contributions t o  t h e  t o t a l  area. 
materials it is expected that the adsorption technique w i l l  field surface areas 
considerably different from those  calculated f r o m  the oxidation curves. 

These values indicate 

It should be mentioned that these calculations are based only on the 

Conse?p.umtly, f o r  high-ash 

These two fue l  samples cover the extreme oxidation r a t e s  encountered in tm 
report ;  t h a t  is, coke C burns a t  the slowest rate and charcoal H a t  the most rapid. 
As the oxidation r a t e s  for both fuels correlate  ra ther  well with t h e i r  BET surface 
areas, it appears that the gross oxidation phen-on in a chemicaL-reaction-controYed 
r e g b e  where excess oxygen is a l w a y s  available i s  d i r e c t l y  re la ted t o  the totsL surface 
area o f  the  solids. Hovever, a more fundamental study wouLd probably reveal t ha t  
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additional carbon properties such as anisotropy and l a t t i c e  defects influence 
the  t rue  kinetics of oxidation. 
the  oddat ion ra te .  

I n  addition, the  impurities a l so  have an e f fec t  on 

The A i r  Oxidation of Various S in te r  Fuels 

To determine t h e i r  r e l a t ive  ease of oxidation, eight d i f fe ren t  fuels were 
(The compositions of the fue ls  oxidized in a i r  a t  a furnace temperature of 12jO F. 

a re  given in Table I.) The resulzs of t h i s  study i r e  presented i n  Figure 4. 

Each f u e l  was tes ted  in duplicate runs t o  check on data reproducibility. 
Figure 4 indicates that the  fuels can be raaked in order of increasing reactivity,  
t h a t  is, ease of oxidation, as follows: C,  E, G, F, D, A, and H. Coke B behaves 
somewhat anomalously i n  tha t  it has the f a s t e s t  i n i t i a l  burning ra te ,  but quickly 
slows down. We believe tha t  because of i t s  high ash content (Table I), the ash can 
decrease the  carbon surface available for  reaction and &so increase the  diffusional 
path across which the  mass t r ans fe r  of 02 occurs. 
carbon is consumed, t h e  ash becomes inc reas indy  s i m i f i c a n t  in preventing the 
exposure of carbon surface t o  the  oxidizing gas, and the r a t e  of oxidation diminishes. 

Consequently, as more and more 

Several t e s t s  were a l s o  completed t o  obtain oxidation data a t  a furnace 
temperature of 1600 F. 
comparison of Figures 4 and 5 shows tha t  i n  general the oxidation curves fo r  both 
low- and high-temperature tests a re  ranked in the  same manner; t ha t  is, coke C is s t i l l  
represented as t he  slowest burning coke regardless of the temperature of oxidation, 
and similarly f o r  the  other cokes. A slight anomaly does ex is t :  the low-temperature 
work indicates that charcoal D and coke A should behave similarly,  whereas the nigh- 
temperature data suggest a higher r eac t iv i ty  fo r  the activated charcoal. It is  believed, 
however, t ha t  this difference is  due t o  the  experimental technique and may be explained 
as follows. The s i z e  of ‘the sample and the  cross-sectional area of the reactor basket 
used i n  both cases were the  same. Consequently, the height of the  sample in the  basket 
f o r  coke A as- compared with the  height for  charcoal D varies with the  r a t i o  o f  the 
apparent specific gravit ies.  
charcoal D. This has tvo  adverse e f fec ts  on t h e  oxidation r a t e :  (1) the pressure 
drop across the basket increases causing more a i r  t o  flow around the  basket ra ther  
than through it, and (2) the  p a r t i a l  pressure of C02 increases in the  bed. 
fac tors  tend t o  depress the  reaction ra te .  A t  l o w  temperatures, this r e su l t  is not 
evidenced because the  reaction r a t e  is  slow and the  a i r  flow is la rge  enough t o  of fse t  
any ef fec ts  due t o  changes in p a r t i a l  pressure of oxygen. 

The r e su l t s  of t h i s  work are presented in Figure 5. A 

Thus the  sample height fo r  coke A i s  1.48 times t h a t  fo r  

These two 

A short study was made t o  determine the  variation of t he  coke pa r t i c l e  s i ze  
with increasing degree of oxidation. 
mesh, are presented in Table 11. The pa r t i c l e  s i ze  i s  r e l a t ive ly  independent of the 
percent oxidation. 
contained 71.5 percent of the  r i g i n a l  screen size.  This is  i n  agreement with the  
r e su l t s  reported by others.jJ6T A sample oxidized a t  a furnace temperature o f  1600 F 
exhibited considerable fusion of the  par t ic les  as re f lec ted  by the  creation of  2l.2 
percent of a plus 20-mesh fraction. 
plus 28 mesh, t he  data suggest t h a t  a t  higher temperatures, the oxidation r a t e  of 
high-ash fuels may be affected by partial fusion or s in te r ing  of the ash. 
if t h e  ash becames su f f i c i en t ly  f l u i d  t o  occlude the  surface of t h e  carbon, a 
corresponding decrease in r a t e  should occur. 

The Reactivity Index as a Measure of Fuel Performance in S in te r ing  

These data, f o r  coke C i n i t i a l l y  minus 20 plus 28 

Even a f t e r  87 percent weight lo s s ,  t he  oxidized sample s t i l l  

A s  t he  initial pa r t i c l e  s i ze  was all minus 20 

I n  par t icu lar ,  

In the s in te r ing  process, only the  f ixed  carbo i s  considered t o  be useful 
fo r  generating t h e  required heat f lux .  Voice and Dixong P i n  summarizing the  available 
l i t e r a t m e  on t h e  subject report tha t  any heat generated by the  cambustion of vo la t i les  
lowers the  thermal efficiency of the  s in te r ing  process. 

I 
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As no one property of the fuel,  such as ignt t ion temperature, f ixed carbon 
content, or ash content, can adequately describe its behavior d u r a  the combustion 
process, a r eac t iv i ty  index based on 50 percent weight LOSS of fue l  has been defined. 
For this purpose, we choose t o  set t h e  a i r  oxidation t e s t  conditions just  outside of 
t he  region in which chemical reaction alone controls the oxidation rate, where the 
differences in t h e  r eac t iv i t i e s  of fuels could be easi ly  distinguished. For our 
equipment , this corresponds t o  an a i r  flow rate of 4 l i t e r s  p e r  minute an&a furnace 
temperature set t ing of 1250 F. 

A measure of the r e a c t i v i t y  of fuels  under these conditions is the area 
under the percent weight loss versus time curve (Figure 4). In this  manner, fue l s  
having a fixed carbon content of as low as 50 percent may be included in t h i s  index. 
The area under the curve is then normalized to place all measurenents on a per  gam 
of fixed carbon basis. Thus the r eac t iv i ty  index 6 is defined as 

w h e r e  t = t i m e  for 50 percent weight loss 
Jt) = wei&t l o s s  in grams as a h c t i c o l  of time 
m, 
f 
w(t) = percent weight l o s s  of s-e as a m c t i o n  of time 
F = percent w e i g h t  f ract ion of fixed carbon in sample 

= i n i t i a l  sample weight (grams) 
= weight f ract ion of fixed carbon in sample 

The r eac t iv i ty  index @ is correlated w i t h  s l a t e r  production rate as shown In Table m. 
Sufficient samples w e r e  not available for  s i n t e r  pot tests t o  be run on all the  fuels 
studied. However, the data e s t a b l i s h  the general trend. Fuels having a r eac t iv i ty  index 
greater than 1.65 appesr t o  y i e ld  a s in t e r  production rate of about 4.2 tons per day per 
square foot. These fuels  a r e  acceptable fo r  the s inter ing process. Below an index of 
1.65, the production r a t e  decreases. The performance of those fuels haring a reactivity 
index between about 1.35 and 1.65 can be improved by blending with a better-quali ty fuel. 
Fuels having an index of l e s s  than 1.35 are unsatisfactory f o r  u s e  as s i n t e r  fuel.  

Fuel Reactivity and t he  Mechanism of  S i n t e r i q  

We have ObSeNed that the oxidation o f  the more reactive fue l s  r e su l t s  i n  
T h i s  is due t o  inccnq.Lete a higher carbon monoxide concentration i n  the waste gas. 

combustion of the fuel and/or t he  gasification of carbon. In  e i ther  case, the thermal 
efficiency of t he  s inter ing process is lowered and a higher fue l  content in the sinter 
bed is  often required t o  accomplish the desired result. Highly reactive fuels a lso  
tend t o  minimize thermal eff ic iency because of their suscept ibi l i ty  t o  rapid weight 
loss a t  r e l a t ive ly  low temperatures. 
visualized by considering the  temperature p ro f i l e  that exis ts  in a s i n t e r  bed. 

The decrease in thermal efficiency may be 

In general, there  are t h e e  regions of major interest :  
preheat zone, the conbustion zone, and the s in t e r  cooling zone.1’) 
s in t e r ing  process, these zones leave the bottom of the packed bed in the given order. 
Consider now only the preheat and conbustion zones. 
under t h e  ignit ion burner, the fuel in the top part of the bed is ignited t o  i n i t i a t e  
t he  formation o f  the combustion zone. 
through t h e  bed i s  rapidly t r ans fe r r ing  heat from the combustion zone t o  the immediately 
preceding preheat zone. 
zone is exposed t o  temperatures varying between the  ambient bed temperatures and those 
of the approaching flame f ron t .  
portion of t he  carbon may be l o s t  through oxidation with air  in the preheat zone. 
This results i n  smaller amounts of carbon being available fo r  combustion in the 
combustion zone, and thus reduces the heat flux for sintering. Furthermore, t he  

the  sinter-mix 
~n a bwndraft 

As s i n t e r  feed mixture passes 

A t  the  same t i m e ,  the damdraft  of  a i r  dram 

A t  t h i s  par t icular  time, the unreacted fuel in the preheat 

If t h e  fue l  is highly reactive,  then a significant 



reactive f u e l  burns quickly and generates an intense heat in a narrow combustion 
zone. 
up with the rapidly moving combustion zone, and the  r e su l t  is t h e  formation of a weak 
sinter. 

Consequently, the normal heat-transfer process from gas t o  so l id  cannot keep 

If a l e s s  reactive fuel is used, premature oxidation of the carbon in the  
preheat zone is minimized, and more complete burning occurs. 
increase in the width of the combustion zone t h a t  (1) permits the heat-transfer 
processes occurring i n  the bed t o  operate in phase with the combustion process, and 
(2) prevents localized melting because more uniform temperatures are obtained in the  
combustion zone. It is known that excessive fusion tends t o  cause the sinter bed t o  
s lag over-and thus t o  depress production rates,  whereas t o o  l i t t l e  fusion results in 
weak s inter .  
two extremes. 

This causes a re la t ive 

Consequently, a good sinter f u e l  w i l l  permit operation between these 

On the  basis  of the r eac t iv i ty  index, as well as the oxidation data of 
Figure 4, the r e su l t s  tend t o  indicate that  the slower burning fuels are  most 
desirable for  s inter ing purposes. This i s  consistent with our present understanding 
of the sintering process. In general, the r eac t iv i ty  index appears t o  yield useful 
information on the expected production r a t e  t ha t  may be obtained with a given fuel.  
It ranks s in t e r  fuels  on a r e l a t ive  scale with respect t o  t h e i r  performance in the 
s h t e r i n g  process. 
samples. 

The t e s t  is par t icular ly  useful  for  the evaluation of s m a l l  

Conchs ions 

Evidence is  presented t h a t  tends t o  show that  in a chemical-reaction- 
controlled regime, the oxidation kinet ics  of carbonaceous fuels  depend upon the 
t o t a l  (BEC) surface are  of the fue l  par t ic les .  This is in agreement with the 
observations of Wicke. 57 

A r eac t iv i ty  t e s t  based on the oxidation character is t ics  of various s i n t e r  
fuels has been developed. 
ore s inters .  I n  general, the  best  s i n t e r  production r a t e s  are obtained when the 
s in t e r  fuels are  slow burning; t ha t  is, when they a re  r e l a t i v e l y  unreactive. 

T h i s  index correlates with the production rates of i ron-  
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TABLE I1 

The Effect of A i r  Oxidation on the Par t ic le  Size 

I 

A 
1 

of Coke C 

Percent Oxidized* 0 10 21 4- 67.5 87- 

Screen Analysis o f ”  
Oxidized Fuels (Cumulative $) 
Tyler Mesh 

+20 o 5.1 2.4 - 5.7 21.2 
-20 +28 100 96.0 93.1 85.4 77.5 n.5 

+35 - 98.6 96.5 91.5 96.0 89.1 
+48 - 98.8 96.9 93.2 -97.9 92.5 
+65 - 98.9 97.3 96.1 99.1 95.4 
+loo - 99.0 98.0 97.7 99.6 96.8 

* Samples oxidized at  a filrnace $emperatme o f  1250 F a t  an a b  flow r a t e  o f  ll 

* Screen analysis obtained by hand screeniag of samples f o r  two minutes. 
+ex-!+ Ro-tapped fo r  15 minutes. 
* Furnace temperature 1600 F. 

l i t e r s  per minute. 

Fue l  

C coke) 
E I cod.) 
F (zoke) 
G (coke) 
D (charcoa)  
A (coke) 
H (charcoal) 
B (coke) 

TABLE 111 

The Correlation of S ia te r  Production Raze With the  
Revctivity Index of Siater JFuels 

Re act  ivit y 
Index (0) Tons/day/ft2 

S in te r  Production Rate 

2.50 

1.70 

1.43 
1.40 
1.25 
1.24 

1.a4 

1.68 

x 

*Insufficient sample t o  rm s i n t e r  pot sest. 
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BLAST FURNACE TEST'S WITH COKES OF DIFFEFUNG REACTIVITY 

By A. A. T r i s k a  
Great Lakes Carbon Corporation, Chicago 1, I l l i n o i s  

Pig iron is produced in blast furnaces by heating and reducing iron ore  with 
furnace coke anti products of cambustion. Combustion and gasification of the coke 
near the bottom of the furnace provide the required temperatures and reducing 
atmosphere. This paper deals with coke savings observed on commercial blast f u r -  
naces when petroleum coke was added to the coal blend before carbonizing 'h by - 
product ovens. An analysis of the furnace operating results indicate that changes in 
coke structure which affect reactivity were responsible for reduction in coke rate. 

HISTORY 

Blakley and Cobb (1) in England, and Broche and Nadelman (2) in Germany, are 
typical of many investigators who have speculated f o r  many years on desirable coke 
characteristics for blast furnace use. They concluded that a,coke arriving at the 
tuyeres in larger proportions was desirable. To attain this, the gasification of coke 
carbon further up the shaft must be reduced. This gasification is called "solution 
loss" which imrolves the reaction of coke carbon with carbon dioxide originating from 
indirect reduction of iron oxides and calcination of carbonates. 

Our experience with special foundry coke indicates that a furnace coke less re- 
active to gasification in the upper and cooler portion of the furnace can be produced. 
A coke of this type contains less internal pore surface and thicker cell w d a .  When 
used in cupolas, a coke reduction is experienced, in addition to use of more air per 
pound of coke charged, higher combustion temperatures, and higher concentration of 
carbon dioxide in the off-gas. The increased carbon dioxide concentration indicates 
that the reaction of coke carbon with carbon dioxide can be depressed in cupolas. 
Thus, if the same can be accomplished in a blast furnace, the "solution loss" would 
be reduced. 

The practical advantage experienced by the use of special foundry coke in cupo- 
las led to the idea that blast furnace cuke could similarly be improved. Hence, plant 
scale blast furnace tests were planned. 

PRELJMIXARY PLANT TESTS AT OBERSCHELD, GERMANY 

A one month test, with a low internal surface dense foundry coke, w a s  made in 
a small blast furnace producing foundry pig iron at Hessische Berg-Und Huttenwerke. 
Oberscheld, Germany. In this test various proportions of normal furnace coke w e r e  
replaced with dense H-C Coke, a special foundry coke. This coke was  produced by 
Verkaufs Vereinigung Fur Teererzeugnisae who operate under a license agreement 
with Great Lakes Carbon Corporation. 

Table I summarizes the results of a 166-hour test on the Oberacheld blast f u r -  
nace in which 33.4 percent H-C Coke was substituted for normal coke. The data 
show the average practice for normal coke and for a mixture of 2/3 normal coke and 
1/3 of H-C Coke. 

i 

I 
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The replacement of 33.4 percent normal coke by H-C Coke was  ascompanied 
by an increase Ln silicon and a reduction of sulphur in the hot metal, reflecting 
increased hearth temperatures. AS a result, the operator chose the following 
changes in practice while producing iron of comparable sulfur content : 

1) Coke rate reduction of 44 pounds per ton of hot metal 
2) Blast temperature reduction of 144'F 
3) Increase in hard to reduce ore of 174 pounds per ton of hot metal 
4) Reduction of scrap iron of 192 pounds p e r  ton of hot metal 
5) Reduction in stone rate of 138 pounds per ton of hot metal with 

equal slag volume at a basicity Seduction from 1.40 to 0.95. 

TABLENO, I 

H-C COKE PERFORMANCE XS NORMAL COKE 
OBERSCHELD BLAST FURNACE TEST LI 

(Working Volume - 7230 Cu. F't.) 

TEST CONDITIONS 

FURNACE COKE 
NormalCoke, % 
H-C Coke, % 

COKE ANALYSIS 
Ash, % 
sulfur, % 

FURNACE CHARGE 
Pounds Coke/THM ( As charged ) 
Pounds StoneITHM 
Ore, % Fe 
Pounds Scrap IronlTHM 
Pounds Hard To Reduce Ore/TFiM 
Pounds Oxygen in Ore ITHIM 

Tons Hot Metal Per Day 
Hot Metal, % Silicon 

Slag Volume, Pounds/TRBI 
Slag Basicity, Base/Silica and Alumina 
Off Gas, 70 CarbonDioxide 

% Carbon Monoxide 
70 6Hydrogen 
70 Nitrogen 

PRODUCTION 

% 'sulfur 

OPERaTMG CONDPTIONS 
Blast Temperature, "F 
B M  Pressure, PSIG 
WindDelivered, CFM 

NORMAL COKE H-C COKE MIX 
( 2 8  Days 1 ( 166 Hours) 

100 Days 66.6 
33.4 

8.7 
0.92 

I860 
3 84 
40.2 
426 
2 24 
618 

167,O 
3.22 
0.016 
133 8 
1.40 
8.2 

32.3 
2.4 
57.1 

1526 
9.38 
10430 

7.2 
0.97 

1816 
246 
41.7 
234 
3 98 
73 2 

173.6 
2.93 
0.021 
1342 
0.95 
9.1 

31.5 
2.0 
57.4 

1382 
9.41 
10400 



171, 

It w a s  difficult to  evaluate the results given in Table I in respect to coke sav - 
h g s  by the use of H-C Coke as the bur'den used during the test period differed consid- 
erably from the one normally used. During the test period on H-C Coke 398 pounds 
of SO called hard to reduce ore were used per ton of hot metal compared with 224 
pounds during the base period. With normal practice it was reported a n  excess of 
250 pounds or hard to reduce ore results in cold iron at Oberscheld. The signifi- 
cance of an increase of 174 pounds of ore p e r  ton of hot metal cannot be fully appre- 
ciated unless it f s pointed out that extremely dense Kiruna D, Swedish Magnetite, 
was charged in 4-6 inch lumps. Such ores would tend to contribute to carbon dioxide 
at low levels in the blast furnace and result in more solution loss .  A reduction in the 
scrap per ton of hot metal from 426 pounds in the base period to 234 pounds in the 
test period is also significant because an additional amount of iron had to be reduced 
from ore. 

In order to obtain a better understanding of coke saving, the practice values 
obtained were evaluated with the use of the Flint Coke Rate Formula (3) (4) which 
corrects for burden and iron analysis variations. The results thus calculated are 
shown on Graph No. I. The significance of this Graph was that a calculated coke 
saving occurred and increased linearly with H-C Coke replacement of normal f u r  - 
nace coke. Of special importance w a s  the excellent correlation af the results with 
variation of percentages of H-C Coke used from which it w a s  concluded that the data 
obtained are reliable. This conclusion ultimately led to the development of a special 
furnace coke. 

TABLE NO. I1 

RESULTS OF H-C COKE REACTIVITY 
OBERSCHELD TEST II 

OPERATING VARIABLES 

Coke Reduction,pounds /THM 
Blast Temp. Reduction "F 
Stone Reduction, Pounds/THM 
Slag Basicity Reduction, Base /Silica and Alumina 
C02,  Increase in Off-Gas, 70 

CHANGE IN 
PRACTICE VALUE 

87 (a) 
144 
13 8 

0.45 
0 .9  

(a) Corrected for burden variation with Flint Coke Rate Formula. 

Table No. II. shows that the preliminary Oberscheld blast flrrnace tests with 
special foundry coke resulted in reduced cake rate, reduced stone usage and in - 
creased carbon dioxide content in the off-gas. Of special interest is the fact that 
normal desulfurization w a s  obtained despite the reduction of 0.45 slag basicity 
from 1.40 to 0.95 at equivalent slag volume and slag sulfur content. (1.3); These 
findings were anticipated from our cupola experience with dense f o d d r y  coke. 
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DEVELOPMENT O F  P-C COKE 

Before making further blast furnace tests a special low cost furnace coke was 
developed simulating the useful reactivity characteristics displayed by 33.4 percent 
E-C Coke mixtures with normal furnace coke. This coke, called P-C Coke, was 
manufactured in normal by-product ovens and was produced from coal blends con - 
taining appropriately sized petroleum coke. A three (3) month and a one (1) manth 
plant scale blast furnace test w e r e  made wi th  this coke at two (2) large steel plants 
in the States. 

COOPERATIVE COLORADO FUEL AND IRON CORPORATION TESTS 

The initial use of P-C Coke in a blast furnace w a s  made at the Pueblo Plant 
of The Colorado Fuel and Lron Corporation. This coke w a s  produced from their 
normal high volatile coals and the replacement of low volatile coals with minus 
118 inch petroleum coke furnished by Great Lakes Carbon Corporation. Petro- 
leum coke is the residue obtained from coking residual petroleum oil. 

TABLENO. ILI 

P-C COKE PERFORMANCE VS REGULAR COKE 
CF&I THREE MONTH PLANT TEST 

(HearthDk.,  20 Ft., 3 In., WorkingVol., 26015 Cu. Ft.) 

TEST CONDITIONS 

COKE ANALYSIS 
Ash, yo 

REGULAR COKE P-c COKE 
B ASE PERIOD AVERAGE AVERAGE(a) 
(158 Days) ( 85 Days) ( 23 Days) 

11.6 11.8(b) 11.8(b) 
sulfur, 70 0.57  0.63 0.61 

FURNACE CHARGE 
Pounds Coke/THM ( AS charged ) 1514 1414 13 50 - 
Pounds Stone /THM 605 547 509 
Theoretical Pig Yield, 70 53.3 52.8 53.6 - 

PRODUCTION 
Tons Hot Meta l  Per Day 
Hot Metal, % Silicon 
Hot Metd,  70 Sulfur 

OPERATING CONDITIONS 

651 655 
1.13 1.10 
0.044 0.045 

Blast Temperatures, "F 
Blast Pressure, PSIG 
Wind Delivered, CFM 

1075 981 
19.9 21.5 , 

35560 34410 

709 
1.08 
0.047 

1000 
21.4 
35320 

Note (a) Snowfall 0. I" w a t e r  compared to normal of 0.03". 

Note (b) Problems in Washery caused coal ash increase. Petroleum coke 
contains 0.3 percent Ash. 
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Table ILI summarizes the resul ts  of a three (3) month blast furnace P-C 
Ccke test in comparison with normal practice. The data shown in Table 111 rep - 
resent the average values obtained. It is to be noted that the  informaticn was 
gathered from operating records. The values appearing in the last, col~mn under 
the heading "Average" ( 23-day ) represent a 23 day, conscc-dive period included 
in the 85 day test run. A review of Table IXI indicated the following : 

1. Hearth Temperature Increase - Visual inspection of the tuyeres, at the 
! , t h e ,  when P-C Coke first reached the hearth, showed an increase in 

temperature. An increase in the percent of silicon and a reduction in 
sulfur in the hot metal produced also reflected an increase in hearth 

b temperature. This increase in hearth temperature permitted, and in 
fact required. changes in practice to produce hot metal of the usual 

1 analysis. 
1 

Average changes in practice for the 85 day period on P-C Coke follows : 

1. Coke rate reduced 100 pounds. 
2. Stone rate reduced by 58 pounds. 
3 .  Blast temperature reduced by 94' F. 

I Inasmuch as the carbon content of the coke remained essentially con- 
stant a reduction of this order of magnitude in the coke rate indicates that 
more heat was obtained from each pound of P-C Coke charged. This 
follows because the heat required pe r  ton of iron did not change signifi - 
ca,ntly a s  the chemical and physical character of the burden remained 
fairly constant. 

2. Solution Loss - A reduction in solution loss is indicated by the use of more 
air ( 1.8 cubic feet per pound of P-C Coke charged, despite a reduction of 
2620 cubic feet of wind per ton hot metal. This shows that a la rger  percent- 
age of the coke reaches the tuyeres and less of it w a s  gasified above the 
tuyeres. The reduction in gasification above the tuyeres is attributed to the 
lower reactivity of the P-C Coke towards c a r b e  dioxide. The twofold effect 
of decreasing solution loss and .bringing more carbon to the tuyeres is larger 
than one might at first anticipate. 

For simplicity it will be assumed that solution loss  of carbon is decreas- 
ed by 48 pounds or 4 pound mols per ton hot metal. 

HEAT EFFECTS OF REDUCING SOLUTION LOSS 

Heat Loss due to Solution Loss 4C + 4 C02 = 8 CO 296,780 BTU 
Heat Gain due to Combustion 4C + 202 = 4 CO 190,200 BTU 

Additional Heat Available 486,980 BTU 
I 



Thus from the above tabulation it can be seen that a reduction In soh - 
tion loss of 50 pounds increases the available heat by about 500,000 BTU 
per ton of hot metal. 

3. Blast Temperature - Because the furnace was a little .ti&ter the operators 
chose to operate wit0 a 94'F lower blast temperature on P-C Cake. By 
improving the physical character of the burden ( such as pellets,etc., ) SO 

as to  reduce blast pressure. a still further improvement irr coke rate would 
have been possible by keeping the blast temperature closer to normal levels. 
As an alternate some 3 to 4 grahS of moisture could have been added to the 
blast to obtain a faster rate of drivLng and more tonnage. The effect of blast 
humidity is manifest in the 23 d q  period when the average rainfall (snow) 
was above normal. Hot metal tormage and coke rates were more favorable 
during this period as shown in Table III. 

4. Blast Pressure - The slight tightening of the furnace w€th P-C Coke result - 
ing iu a blast pressure increase of 1.6 pounds wa~,in the main, ascribed to 
a reduction of the volume of the raceway. The reasoning for this was that 
the conditions appeared similar to those experienced by others with increas- 
ed blast temperature (5) or oxygen enrichment ( 6 ) .  Credence to this hypoth- 
esis was further given by the practice in the 23 day period resulting in nor- 
mal wind rates and 9 percent capacity increase with a 164 pound coke re - 
duction. The increased coke rate reduction shows the potentials that exist 
with improved practice such as increased humidity in blast and better gas 
solid contact. 

Further, foundry experience with dense coke leads to the theory that 
the maximum carbon dioxide concentration in the combustion zone with P-C 
Coke is higher and located closer t a  the tuyeres than with normal coke. A 
condition of this type would explain the tightening of the furnace and loos- 
ening with steam. 

OPERATING VARIABLES CHANGED BY USE O F  P-C COKE 

Table IV summarizes the change in practice values attributed, in the main, 
to improved useful cuke reactivity. To some extent the reduction in coke rate was 
also contributed to  by the increase of 11.0 t o  14.2 percent iu the iron concentration 
in the charge caused by 2 reduced coke and lime volume in the 85 and 23 day periods 
respectively. The iucrease in air requirement per  p o M  af coke charged and re- 
duction i~ air required per  ton of hot metal is in agreement with our dense foundry 
coke experience in cupolas and ig sigaificant . 

Manes and Mackay (7 )  with  thermal and equilibrium data. constructed a sim- 
plified d e l  of a blast furnace to  derive a quantitative estimate of coke rate. They 
slmw a coke saving results fram ax increase Ln air per pound of C O " ~  charged with 
concomitant reduction in air per ton hut metal, This is the same finding as found 
in the cF&I test. 



TABLE IV. 

RESULT OF P-C COKE REACTIVlTY 
CF&I THREE MONTH P U N T  TEST 

CHANGE IN 
OPERATING VARIABLES 

More-Air/Pound Coke Chg., Cu. Ft. 
LessAir/THM, Cu. Ft. 
.Less Coke /THM, Pounds 
Less Blast Temp. 'F 
Less  StonelTHM, Pounds 
Increase in Daily Metal  Production, 70 

P-C COKE STRUCTURE 

t 

-Y 
c 

PRACTICE VALUE 
AVERAGE AVERAGE 
(85 Days) -03 Days) 

1.8 1.5 
2620 
100 
94 
58 
0.6 

6450 
164 
75 
96 
8.9 

Before reviewing the reducing and temperature conditions in a blast furnace 
a s  related to fundamentals of coke gasifications, the significant structural charac- 
teristics of P-C Coke are discussed. Of special importance are those P-C Coke 
characteristics which affect i ts  rate of gasification at various temperatures 
experienced in a blast furnace. 

The physical coke characteristics relating to gasification are significantly 
affected by inclusion of petroleum coke in the coal blend when producing P-C f u r -  
nace coke. These become readily apparent when viewed under a microscope. 

The effect of replacement of low volatile coal with petroleum coke in a 
given blast furnace coal blend is shown in Figures 1 and 2 at 1OX magnification. 
In FIgure 1 the normal blast furnace coke produced with low volatile coals is 
shown. The black portions are t h e  pores filled with a black resin while the light 
portions are the cell walls. The specimen before photographing requires a high 
degree of polish. In this operation, great care was exercised so that some of the 
fragile extremely thin cell wa l l s  are not in part destroyed. Normal furnace coke 
in Figure 1 at 1OX magnification gives the appearance of discontinuity of some of 
the fine white cell walls. When this is viewed under a microscope at 40X magni- 
fication the continuity of the cell walls can be observed. It is, however, to be 
noted that in Figure 4 at 40X magnification the discontinuity of the fine cell walls 
is again noted. The reason for this is the lack of photographic sensitivity with the 
bright lighting required. This type of lighting is required for accentuating the 
petroleum coke highlights and was used for all photographs. When keeping this in 
mind it is noted that the normal furnace coke shows iy larger number of relatively 
small pores with considerable thin cell walls a s  compared to P-C Coke shown in 
Figure 2. Further comparing the 1OX magnUicatian of normal and P-C Coke it is 
noted that P-C Coke hag larger pores. 

4 
/ 
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In Figure 2, attention is called to the amorphous-appearing white highlights 
in the cell walls. These highlights are petroleum coke particles which are firmly 
bonded into carbonked coal matrix. Close inrrpection as shown by 40X magnifi- 
cation a€ P-C Cake in Figure 3 also r eveds  that larger particles of petroleum coke 
are tightly bonded into the mactrix and that fine petroleum coke.particles are fnclud- 
ed in the cell wall8 thus contributing to their thickness. Far comparison purposes 
Figure 4 shms I 40X magnification of normal furnace coke. This again shows in 
camparisan to Figure 3 that the cell walls in P-C Coke are massive and thick. In 
order t o  observe the effect of low volatile coal in the n t x m a l  furnace blend, a coke 
was produced La a commercial oven without the use d low volatile coal in the high 
volatile coal blend. The coke thus produced is shown in Figure 5 at 40X magnifica- 
tion. A n  inspection shows that even thinner cell walls resulted with the r e m d  of 
low volatile coal from the normal furnace coke blend. Therefore, the thicker cell 
walls i r ~  P-C Coke are not attributed to the remaval of low volatile coal from the 
blend, but rather to i ts  replacement with petroleum coke. To accomplish this the 
petroleum coke must have altered the coalescence a€ the plastic coal in such a 
manner as to produce thicker cell walls in the P-C Cake. 

1 

That petroleum coke contributes to the coalescence of cell walls  at fLrst may 
seem surprising as f.t does m€ become plastic in the same manxer as bituminous 
cokke coals on heating. In order t o  assist in clarification of this property,petro- 
leum coke was macroscopically inspected before and after carbonization. Figure 6 
shows a 1OX magnification of petroleum coke before carbonization. The black por- 
tions are  the pores filled with a black resin and the light portion represents the cell 
walls. Of interest are  the black lines traversing the cell walls. These lines are 
thermal shrinkage cracks and on carbonization result in structural weakness in the 
P-C Coke produced. In order to eliminate this weakness, petroleum coke must be 
preigptished to about 90 percent or more minus 1/8 inch in size, before inclusion in 
the coal blend. An impact type miU has been found quite satisfactory for this pur- 
pose. 

On carbonization of petroleum coke the thermal shrinkage cracks are accent- 
uated as illustrated in Figure 7. These fissures, of course, can be substantially 
eliminated by precrushing. The amorphous appearing cell walls are bordered by 
a darker appearing homogeneous mass. This is the carbdization product of the 
heavier volatile content of the petroleum coke as it was expelled thermally from 
the internal portion of the petroleum coke. At one point of the thermal treatment 
during carbonization this material w a s  plastic. This plastic portion of petroleum 
coke is not visible in P-C Coke. It was therefore concluded that it is diffused with 
the plastic material from the coal contributing to both bonding and coalescence of 
the cell walls. 

However, as the plastic mass is limited, petroleum coke does not exhibit the 
bonding characteristics on heating typical of bituminous coking coals. This may 
explain why a more thorough blending with petroleum coke is desirable for higher 
tumbler values. From the macroscopic analysis it was concluded that the major 
structural differences between P-C Coke and normal furxiace coke a re  : 

c 
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3 .  

Carbon Concentration - There is a higher concentration of carbon or a more 
continuous outside carbon surface of P-C Coke due to thicker cell wa l l s  
caused by coalescence and inclusion of fine petroleum particles in the cell 
walls. (This is also confirmed by a 1 2 . 5  percent increase in apparent 
specific gravity of P-C Coke as compared to normal furnace coke. ) 

Internal Surface - There is a substantial reduction of internal surface area 
due to reduction of the number of fine porea. 

Larger Pores - There are larger pores in P-C Coke due to coalescence of 
the plastic material from coals. 

These enumerated P-C Coke characteristics enhanced the coke performance 
in the blast furnace test runs. 

Before discussing the gasification characteristics of P-C Coke in relation to 
blast furnace conditions it may be well to enter into a brief review of the funda- 
mental coke gasification concepts. 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COKE GASIFICATION 

Coke gasification has been studied extensively by a larger number of investi- 
gators over the years and reported in the literature. The accepted theory states 
gasification is a surface phenomenon which i s  greatly accelerated by temperature 
and retarded by surface films. 
coke ami oxidizing gases varies in thickness depending on the rate of coke gasifi- 
cation and disengagement of these gases. This is a dJQamic balance and increased 
gas velocities passing over the coke reduce the f i l m  thickness. Diffusion through 
the surface f i l m  to the coke at  high temperatures follows the mass law in that in- 
crease in available reactants results in increased rate of coke gasification in a 
given volume and thus higher temperatures result. This has been amply demon- 
strated in blast furnaces with oxygen enrichment of the blast. This same phe- 
nomenon occurs with a variation of apparent specific gravity of coke. Increased 
specific gravity results in more available carbon per unit surface under the f i lm,  
as the carbon is more densely packed. In the past it has been demonstrated in 
the blast furnaces that higher temperatures and better driving rates  w e r e  obtained 
when relatively light charcoal was replaced by heavier beehive coke and then again, 
when beehive coke was replaced by heavier high temperature by-product coke. 

The surface f i lm which is the boundary between 

The work reported by Tu, et  al., (13) sheds further light on the f i lm diffu- 
sion theory of carbon combustion. Graph NO. LU summarizes some of the perti- 
ne nt results showing variation of combustion rate with temperature, gas velocity 
oxygen concentration. He also shows that the rate of combustion varies linearly 
withpercent oxygen up to 25 percent. At  high temperatures where d+ffusion 
through the surface f i l m  is controlling, the rate of reaction var ies  as the 0.4 to 
0.7 power of the mass velocity. In addition in this range, the rate of combustion 
varies approximately as the 0 .6  to 1.1 power of the arithmetic mean temperature 
in degrees Kelvin. The work of Dubinsky (14) shows carbon gasification with c a r -  
bon dioxide increases enormously in the temperature range of 1200 to 1400°C. In 
this range, temperature has relatively little effect ~d the rate of combustion f o r  a 
given carbon in air. 
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hvegtigators have ahown that cake gasification can be considered to occur in 
three steps, depending on temperature (8), (9) , (15). (16). Graph No. I V a  accord - 
ing to Wicke,illustrates this concept. 

STEP I - At low temperatures. Step I occurs. In this range the rate  of conversion 
of carbon dioxide to carbon monoxide is determined by total available surface carbop 
and the activation energy of coke. The tutal available (carbon) surface. includeg both 
the ex terna lmace  and internal pore surface which, for f m c e  coke. la in the 
range of two (2) square meters  per gram. 

1 
, 
1 

1 From Graph IV it is noted that the rate of reaction increases rapidly with tern- 
peratare in Step I. 

STEP 11 - With increasing temperatures, the rate of 'increase of the reaction aloaa 
and a transition stage "att is entered. Subsequently, Step It is reached in which the 
rate af reaction is so rapid that carbon dioxide, a$ it approaches the coke and ita 
pores through the gas film, is in part converted and therefore the amount of carbon 
dioxide concentration reachmg the internal pore surfaces of the coke is reduced. 

1 

, , 

This area. for convenience, can be referred to a s  pore diffusion zone. As a result 
less  total effective surface becomes available for reaction and the rate of increase 
of the reaction is reduced to one half of that in Step I. The temperature range in 
which it occurs, by definition, is Step U. 1 
STEP Ln.- At further increasing temperatures, the rate  of increase of the reaction 
slows and a transition stage "b" is entered. Subsequently, Step III is reached in 
:itich the rate of reaction is so high that no carbon dioxide is available for internal 
pore diffusion. In this area gas diffusion through the f i l m  is controlling. The 
diffusion coefficient is only slightly affected by temperature increases and there- 
f o r e  the rate af reaction increase is slowed down. 

BLAST FURNACE CONDITIONS AFFECTING COKE GASIFICATION 

An analysis was made of the fundamentals concerning blast furnace conditions 
and coke gasification to permit an explanation of the significant coke savings ob- 
tained with P-C Coke. A literature search revealed a considerable fund of infor- 
mation which must be carefully sifted to permit rationalization applicable to con- 
ditions existing in a blast furnace. 7 

4 

Of considerable interest on coke gasification i s  the work reported by B. Heynert 
and J. Williams (81, N. Pe te r s  and E€, Echterhoff (9) and others ( l o ) ,  ( 1 l ) a  (1Z). 
One of the main difficulties is to assess the relation of temperature in the blast fur- 
nace with gas composition. An approximation of this is possible with the sampling 
procedure used by Schurmam et al (10). 

Graph 11. -A, based on work by Schurmann, shows the relation of temperature, I 

I 

with percent carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, and tatal percent of carbon gases 
in a commercial blast furnace. The concentrations of carbon monoxide and dioxide. 
are strongly affected by temperature and the Boudouard reaction. From this Graphs 
it readily can be seen. that a desirable coke is one that wil l  depress the reduction 
of carbon dioxide. tu  carbon monaxide. It is t o  be noted, that inthe temperature '. 

1 
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region where reactions of this type predominate, carbon dioxide is available from 
carbonate and iron oxide reduction in addition to that from carbon monoxide oxida- 
tion accompanied by carbon deposition. Therefore, a coke saving results wi th  a 
coke which promotes increased concentration of: carbon dioxide in the off gas, as it 
is more effectively used in oxygen removal. 

The relation of temperature at various blast furnace elevations above the 
tsyeres, with percent carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and t h  total percent of car- 
bon gases, as reported by Heynert and co-workers, is shown in Graph IL, Analyz- 
ing this curve from the point of view of carbon gases,four distinct zones are  apparent. 

ZONE I - The combustion zone in front of the tuyeres is considered @ Zone I. In 
this zone for practical purposes no iron oxides a re  present and temperatures are 
at  3000°F and somewhat higher. Under these conditions the overall reaction of 
coke carbon with hot blast is : 

(1) c + +o,+co - 47,550 BTU 

This reaction provides heat and reducing gases for iron ore reduction. High 
temperatures are  developed which play an important role in hearth reactions. High 
temperatures result in hot metal with high silicon and low sulfur content due to the 
slag reactions. High temperatures, other conditions being equal, are the result of 
more carbon reaching the tuyeres and therefore the coke rate can be reduced to 
obtain comparable quality iron. 
tributed to by the combust ion characteristics of the coke then additional coke savings 
are possible by a stone saving to obtain comparable iron. 

If, however, the higher temperatures are also con- 

ZONE II - The area immediately above the combustion zone is characterized by the 
absence of carbon dioxide. This is due to the existing high temperatures at w-hich 
carbon dioxide is unstable and, in the presence of carbon, decomposes to  carbon 
monoxide. This area is the pure "direct reduction zone" in which the overall re-  
action of iron oxide is : 

(2) FeO -t C+Fe + CO + 67,290 BTU 

I 

I 

This reaction is pictured as going through the following mechanism : 

(2 a) FeO + CO-Fe + C 0 2  - 6,905 BTU 

(2  b) CO2 + C k 2  CO +74,195 BTU 

(2) FeO,+ -C-+Fe + CO -+67,290 BTU 

Since reaction (2) consumes a considerable amount of heat the temperature 
drops rapidly in this area and as carbon monoxide is formed i ts  concentration in- 
creases rapidly. 

ZQnE I11 - This a rea  above the "direct reduction zone" is characterized by the 
appearance of stable carbon dioxide as temperatures have dropped sufficiently and 
a reduction of carbon monoxide occurs. The termination of this zone is the tem- 
perature range in which the Boudouard reaction reverses. To assist  in showing 
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this the total carbon oxides are plotted on Graph II. Zone III can be referred to 
a9 "indirect reduction" zone. It is, of course, recognized that even though the 
direct reduction has  been depressed some of it still praceeds. Besides this re- 
action a n d e r  of others occur with the end products consisting principally of 
Wustite, spong iron, carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide. 

The bulk of these reactions requires k6S heat than "direct reduction" and 
therefore the temperature drop in this zone U less until a point is reached where a 
strong endothermic reaction occurs. This area is where the main portion of the 
carbonates decompose and possibly other endothermic reactions occur. AS there is 
an excess of carbon monoxide from Zone 11 for  conversion of iron curides to carbon 
dioxide, it is obvious that an unreactive coke, minimizing the reduction af carbon 
dioxide i n  Zone ID, results in a coke rate reduction. 

ZONE IV- Zone Tv is characterized by the falling off of the total carbon oxide con- 
centration and a rapid drop in ambient temperature. The total carbon oxide volume 
is reduced due to carbon deposition from the reaction of two volumes of carbon mon- 
oxide to one volume of carbon dioxide. The iron ore  reduction reactiolls, s h -  
Uarly as in Zone III, proceed in this area with the modification that the end products 
favor carbon dimide formation m e r  carbon monoxide formation. The higher con- 

. centrations of carbon dioxide favor the oxidation of free metallics. Again in this 
zone it is obvious that a coke favoring the stabilization of carbon dioxide will result 
in a coke saving. 

Inspecting the temperature profile on Graph II, it is noted that the carbon diox- 
ide concentration is higher than predicted by the Boudouard equilibrium. This phe- 
nomenon is due to the fact that the temperature profile measures the ambient tem- 
perature while the Boudouard reaction is controlled by the reacting carbon surface 
temperature. This surface temperature is lower than the ambient temperature as 
strong endothermic reactions occur on its surface.. 

From the foregoing thermal and chemical considerations it was shown that a 
reduction in coke rate w i l l  occur in a blast furnace with a coke resul thg in : 

1. Increased temperature when gasified at the tuyeres. 
2. Increased percent of coke gasifying at the tuyeres. 
3. Reduced reaction rate with carbon dioxide to form carbon monoxide. 

That an increase in the percent of coke gasified at the tuyeres results in coke 
saving was alsa demonstrated by M. Manes aud J. S. Mackay (71. By means of a 
simplified mathematical model of a: blast furnace, they showed that a coke rate re- 
ductiorroccnrs wi th  an increase ih air per pound of coke charged with a concomitant 
reduction of air per unit of ore. They further deduced that "secondary reduction I '  

( ore reduction below 1000°C ) increased under these conditions. 

DESIRABLE COKE CFWRACTERISTICS 

Considering the conditions affecting coke gaaification in a blast furnace and the 
coke gasification fundamentals presented, it is apparent that a coke having the follow - 
% characteristics will result in a coke rate reduction in a blast furnace: 
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3 .  

Reduced Internal Surface 

A coke with reduced internal surface will produce less carbon m0210&- 
ide in the cooler upper portions of the stack and therefore a cake saving 
results. Further, a larger proportion w i l l  remain for gasification at the 
tuyeres and thus mare heat is releaged in the hearth. 

Increased Pore Diameter 

A coke with increased-pore diameters results in increased gasifi- 
cation with iron oxide in the pore diffusion range. This zone i s  signif- 
icantly extended in a blast furnace from about 1OOO'C to as high a s  
1700'C due to the existing high gas velocities reducing surface film 
thickness. Therefore, a coke with large pores presents more avail- 
able surface and gasifiea more rapidly at temperatures existing in the 
direct reduction zone. The furnace level to which the direct reduction 
zone extends depends on temperature. As direct reduction consumes 
large amounts of heat, the acceleraticm of this reaction has a cooling effect 
and therefore the direct reduction zone stops at a lower level Ln the furnace. 

Increased Carbon Concentratinn 

A coke with higher concentration of carbon on its surface furnishes 
more reactants per unit area. Hence, at the tuyeres, the combustion 
temperature is increased as the reaction takes place in a smaller volume 
due to the mass action law. Consequently in the combustion zone, at equal 
total heat release, higher temperatures occur. 
that the carbon dioxide concentration becomes higher and also occurs at a 
point, closer to the tuyere nose. It m a y  also be speculated that the higher 
temperatures occurring at the higher carbon dioxide concentration at local- 
ized areas in the combustian zone of the blast furnace contributes to the 
reduction of limestone usage ( more acid slag 1 for proper metal quality 
control. 

Further it would appear 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

P-C Cake and €I-C Coke, when used in blast furnaces, resulted in significant 
changes in operating results. These are summarized in Table V. 

TABLE V. 
EFFECT OF SPEClAL COKES VS NORMAL COKE IM BLAST FURNACES. 

Coke Saving/TBM, Pounds 100 87(4 
More Air/Po~lnd Coke Charged, Cu. Ft. 1.8 - 
LessAir/THM, Cu. Ft. 2820 6120 . 
Less Blast Temp. Required OF 94 144 
Stone Sad.ng/THM, Pwnds 58 138 
(a) Corrected for burden variation. 
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lnspectian of the changes in operating results obtained with P-C Coke and H-C 
Coke clearly indicates that use of these special cokes effect a substantial coke sav- 
ing as a result of reactivity characteristics dFffering from normal by-product furnace 
coke. In the case of P-C Coke, and by the indications obtained with H-C Coke, it 
was noted : 

1. More air was required at the tuyeres per pound of coke charged, showing 
that a smaller proportion of coke is gasified in the stack and a larger pro- 
portion at the tuyeres. 

2. Less air was required per ton of hot metal produced showing that the 
coke carbon was mre effectively used with the oxygen from the ore. 

3. Higher temperatures were  experienced in the combustion zme  as 
verified by a reduction in stone usage while producing comparable quality 
iron despite a reduction of both coke rate and blast temperature. 

In view of the results obtained and the fundamental concepts presented, it 
was concluded that the reduced coke rate obtained with P-C Coke w a s  caused by 
improved useful coke reactivity. This improvement was attributed to the follow- 
ing coke characteristics : 

1. Less  internal surface, 
2. Larger pores, 
3. Thicker ce l l  walls. 
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GRAPH I 
COKE SAVING v s W T  - cpo OF H-c COKE IN CHARGE 
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GRAPH II 
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GRAPH IIA 
OXIDES OFCARBON A T  VARIOUS TEMPERATURES 
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GRAPH III 
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Fig.. 1 CF&I NORMAL COKE, 1OX 

Fig. 2 CF&I P-C FURNACE COKE, 1OX 
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Fig. 3 .  CF&I P-C FURNACE COKE, 4UX 

Fig. 4. C F & I  NORMAL COKE, 4UX 
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Fig. 5 COKE FROM 100% H.V. COAL, 40X 

Fig. 6 RAW PETROLEUM COKE. 10X 
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Fig. 7 .  CARBONIZED PETROLEUM COKE, 1OX 

Fig.  8 DENSE FOUNDRY COKE, 1OX 



REACTIVITY OF CQALS I N  HIGH-PRESSURE GASIFICATION 
WITH HYDROGEN AM) STEAM 

Harlan L. Feldkirchner and H e n r y  R. Linden 

l n s t i t u t e  of Gas Technology 
Chicago 16, I l l i n o i s  

One of the major obstacles t o  the design of a reactor f o r  
di rect  conversion of coal t o  high heating value gas by 
destructive hydrogenation a t  high pressure (hydrogasification) 
has been the lack of Wormation 'on the r a t e  and course of 
the reactions during the i n i t i a l  period of rapid conversion 
of the more reactive coal constituents. Kinetic studies have 
generally been made w i t h  highly devolatilized chars and carbons 
to  avoid the problem of changes i n  feed composition during 
heatup. Where the ra tes  of  formation of low molecular w e i g h t  
hydrocarbons from reactive coals and low-temperature chars 
have been measured, experimental conditions did not permit 
both rapid heatup and s h o r t  product gas residence times t o  
minimize side and secondary reactions. 

The primary variables affecting the rate of hydrogasifi- 
cation a re  c o a l  reactivity,  temperature, pressure and feed 
gas composition. The coal react ivi ty , ln  turn,varies w i t h  the 
i n i t i a l  coal properties, the extent of conversion, the length 
of time a t  reaction conditions and the severity of the reaction 
conditions. In previous studies,signFTicant diffusional 
resistances have not been encountered (15,16), although they 
might become important a t  higher temperatures,or w i t h  more 
reactive feedstocks. 

. In  work a t  the Ins t i tu te ,  the major objective has been 
the determination of the conditions f o r  the meet production 
of  a high heating value gas in a pract ical  continuous reactor 
system. 
in batch reactor tests (&),and has recently been confirmed 
in a countercurrent moving-bed continuous reactor. Earl ier  
results obtained w i t h  low-temperature bitumjllous coal char 
in a fluid-bed reactor a t  1400' t o  150O0F. and 500 t o  2000 
p.s.i.g. (10) did not fu l ly  a t t a i n  the desired objective of 
30 t o  50$ char  conversion t o  a gas of goo B.t.u. per SCF , 
(standard cubic foot a t  60°F., 30 inches of mercury and 
saturated w i t h  water vapor). To o b t a i n  high conversions of 
hydrogen and coal t o  a high-methane content gas, long coal 
and hydrogen residence times and l o w  hydrogen t o  coal feed 
ra t ios  were used. These conditions mke i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
interpret  the ra te  data, since the effects  of equilibrium 
hindrance cannot be accurately defined because of lack of 
thermodynamic a c t i v i t y  data f o r  coal and char a t  levels 
of  conversion. 

The f e a s i b i l i t y  of this approach had been indicated 
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The U. S. aureau of ! m e s  (7-9)  employed a reactor tube, 
5/16 inch i n  inslde diameter, whZc5 vas heated by passing an 
e lec t r ic  current through it. Pressures up t o  6000 g.s. i .g.  
and a nominal operating temperature of 80oOc. (1472 F.) w e r e  
investigated. m u g  the 2-minute heatup period, and afterward, 
hydrogen was passed through the tube a t  a sufficiently hlgh 
r a t e  that  gas residence times were only 4 f e w  seconds. Sub- 
stantial yields of liquids were obtained during the relat ively 

heatup period, so that the ra tes  of gasification observed 
a t  lo? OOOC. were f o r  the l e s s  reactiva, residual material. The 
liquids yields decreased with decreases In hydrogen rate as 
a resu l t  of the increase i n  residence time. For example, an 
increase in gas residence time ,from 6 t o  30 seconds resulted 
in a decrease in l i q u i d  hydrocarbons from 26 t o  4.5 w e i g h t  $ 
(moisture-, ash-free b a s i s ) ,  of a high-volatFILe bituminous 
coal. 

w e r e  formed in the fluid-bed tests a t  the Institute (10) .  
these tes t s ,  low-temperature bituminous coal char or I_Tgnite 
(-60, +325 sieve size,  U. S. Standard) were fed cocurrently 
with hydrogen t o  the  hot f luidized bed, resul t ing in rapid 
heatup. However, product gas residence times were on the order 
of one minute, so  the absence of l iquid products could have 
been the resul t  of secondary vapor-phase reactions. 

In the work described herein, tests were conducted in 
which both coal heatup and product gas residence time were of‘ 
the order of a f ew seconds. 
products were formed and methane w a s  the major gaseous hydro- 
carbon produced, w i t h  only trace quantit ies of higher paraffins, 
olefins and aromatics being formed. Some carbon oxides and 
nitrogen were a l s o  evolved during the init ial  phases of the 
reaction. 

In contras t , negligible quantit ies of l iquid hydrocarbons 
In 

No measurable amounts of l iqu id  

A f low diagram o f  the reaction s g s t e m  is  shown in Fig. 1. 
The -16, &O sieve size (U. 3. Standard) coal charges were 
fed Fn single batches (usually 5 o r  1 0  grams) f’rom a hopper 
mounted on top of the reactor.  A t  zero time, a fXLl-openlng, 
air-operated b a l l  valve, connecthg&he reactor and feed 
hopper, was opened and the coal charge was dropped into the 
reactor. A syntran vibrator was mounted on the hopper t o  aid 
In solids feeding. A pressure-equalization line connecting 
the top of the hopper and the reactor i n l e t  kept both vessels 
a t  the same pressure. 

Feed gases were preheated t o  the desired operating temp- 
erature w i t h i n  the reactor. 
cooled c o i l ,  a l iquids knockout pot, a high-pressure f i l t e r  
and a pressure-reducing back-pressure regulator, before 
sampling, metering and manitoring. 

Gas inlet  flow rates were controlled manually and were 
measured by an o r i f i c e  meter. 
desired operating pressure i n  an  e1ec;rically-heated stainless 
s t e e l  c o i l  by feeding water from a weigh tank w i t h  a metering 
Pump. 

Exit gases passed through a water- 

Steam vas generated a t  the 

/ 



The reactor barrel was constructed of N-155 super alloy 
and was designed f o r  operation a t  a maximum pressure of 1500 
p.s.1.g. a t  a maxhum temperature of l7OO0F. A complete 
description of the reactor has been given elsewhere (XI.), 
along w i t h  design detai ls  concerning the use of externally- 
heated rea,ctors a t  high temperatures and ressures. The 

diameter and 60 inches in inside length. 
thermowell, 3/8 inch in outside diameter, was mounted i n  the 
center of the bottom closure arid extended 58 inches in to  the 
Peactor. 
in inside diameter and containing a 1/2-inch outside diameter 
thermowell sleeve, was installed in the reactor t o  contain 
the coal charge and provide f o r  complete recovery of  the coal 
charge a f t e r  each t e s t .  
w i t h  sufficient alundum pel le ts  t o  position the coal charge 
in the center of the third heating zone from the top. 

controlled e lec t r ica l  resistance heating elements, each 12 
inches long. Reactor pressures were controlled a t  the desired 
values by means of a back-pressure regulator and were con- 
tinuously recorded along w i t h  orif'ice pressures. 

The double-ended reactor contained an Autoclave Engineers 
self-seallng (modifTed Bridpan) closure a t  each end. The 
closures were rated f o r  1400OF. operqtion a t  1500 p.3.i.g. 
This high-temperature service was f a c i l i t a t e d  by use of e i ther  
16-25-6 o r  Inconel alloy seal  rings. 
molybdenum disulfide, applied i n  aerosol form t o  produce a 
thin boundary layer coating, was used ofi a l l  c losure  threads 
and on the seal  rings. 

reactor was 2 inches in inside diameter, f inches l n  Outside 
A n  Inconel X 

A removable, stainless s t e e l  inser t ,  1-5/8 inches 

The sottom of  the insert was f i l l e d  

Reactor temperatures were maintained by four individually- 

A boundary lubricant of 

Feed gas mixtures, which were prepared by mixing during 
compression, were stored a t  pressures up t o  3000 p . s . i .  . 
Commercially available grades of electrolgt ic  hydrogen 799.8% 
pure), nitrogen (99.6% pure) , helium (99.99% pure) and 
technical grade methane (95.0% pure) were used. All feed gases, 
except steam, contained approximately 2 mole % helium tracer 
for exi t  gas f l o w  r a t e  measurement. 

a wet t e s t  meter and the ex i t  gases were also metered w i t h  
this meter as  a check on the helium tracer method Tor e x i t  
gas f low ra te  measurement. In t e s t s  w i t h  pure steam feed, 
helium sweep gas was used t o  purge, from the ex i t  gas system, 
the small volumes of permanent gases formed. The e x i t  gas 
specific gravity was monitored continuously w i t h  a recording 
gravitometer as an a i d  in selecting times for e x i t  gas sampling. 
A sampling manifold was instal led i n  the ex i t  gas l u e ,  
upstream of the metering and monitoring system to allow rapid 
sampling a t  small time intervals.  
by mass spectrometer. The combined nitrogen and carbon monoxide 

The feed gas or i f ice  was calibrated before each run w i t h  

Gas analyses were performed 
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content of the e x i t  gas ,detemhed by mass spectrometer, less 
nitrogen introduced In the feed gas, waa assumed t o  be carbon 
monoxide, except in selected t e s t s  where-carbon monoxide was 
detergned by infrared spectrophotometer. 

anthracite, a North Dalsota l ign i te ,  a Pittsburgh Seam 
bituminous coal  and a low-temperature bLtuminous coa l  char. 
The char was prepared from bittrminous coal from the Montour 
No. 10 Mine by a fluidized-bed pretreatment process of the 
Cansolidation Coal Co. Analyses of these feeds a re  shown 
i n  Table 1. 

o r  less. 
operating temperature. Then gas flow, a t  the desired rate ,  
was star ted through the reactor. 
was then adjusted so that a l l  temperatures w i t h i n  the reac tor  
remained constant. When the system was s tabi l ized completely, 
the run was in i t i a t ed  by opening the valve between the feed 
hopper and reactor. 

A t  typical conditions of 1500 p.s.i.g. , 1700°F. and a 
hydrogen f low r a t e  of 100 SCF per hour, the f i r s t  hydrogaslfi- 
cation products appeared in the exLt gas a t  the sampling 
m o l d  in approximately 10 seconds. DurFng the Fni t ia l  
period of high conversion ra te ,  samples were ,Wen  a t  time 
intervals  a s  short as 5 secmds t o  d e l h e a t e  the exact course 
of the reaction. Temperatures a t  the center of the coal charge, 
a t  a p o h t  6 inches above the charge and a t  the bottom of 
the inser t  were recorded continwusly by means of a high-speed 
temperature recorder whlch  recorded each temperature a t  
approximately 3- second Intervals. 

When the reaction r a t e  had reached a value too small to  
be measured accurately a t  the h i g h  gas r a t e s  employed (usually 
a f t e r  about 600 seconds), the run was stopped. The e lec t r ic  
heaters were turned off and the reactant gases were purged 
f’rom the reactor w i t h  nitrogen. The reactor was kept f i l l e d  
w i t h  nitrogen u n t i l  the temperature had reached a low enough 
value to  allaw re t r i eva l  of the coa l  residue. 

The f o u r  coals Investigated were a medium v o l a t i l i t y  

Most runs were conducted f o r  a t o t a l  time of  15 mirrutes 

The heat input t o  the reactor 

The reactor was f i rs t  heated up t o  the desired 

, 

REWJIPS 

EKploratory Tests 

t e s t s  were conducted a t  t h e  base conditions of 1000 o r  1500 
p.s.1.g. and 1700°F., w i t h  a hydrogen f l o w  ra te  of 100 SCF 
Per hour. It was necessary t o  select  sample weights which 
gave small temperature changes and low concentrations o f  
methane i n  the e x i t  gas, without impairing analytical  accuracy. 

Before the t e s t  program was Fnitiated, several exploratory 



Coal 
Type 
Source 

Table 1 .-COAL ANALYSES 

Bituminous Coal Char 
Low Temperature 

Consolidation Coal Co. 
(Montour No. 10 Mine) 

Part ic le  Size, 
U.S. Standard Sieve -16, +2O 

Ultimate Analpis, 
Wt $ (dry basis) 

Carbon 78.3 
Hydrogen 3.46 
Nitrogen and 

Sulflcr 1.01 
Ash 

(by difference 10.03 

To t a l  
Proximate Analysis, w t  $ 

Moisture 1.7 
Volatlle kbtter 17  e.3 
Fixed Carbon 73.9 
Ash 

Total 

-40, +50 

79.5 
3.46 

10.12 
0.91 
6.01 

100.00 

2.3 
17.9 
73.9 

& 
Coal Bituminous Coal 

P i t t sburgh  Seam 
Consolidation Coal Co. 

me 
Source 

(Montour No. 4 Mine) 
Par t ic le  Size, 
U.3. Standard Sieve 

Ultimate Analysis, 
w t  $ (dry basis) 

Carbon 
Hydrogen 
Nitrogen and 

S- 
Ash 

(by ddfferen? 

To ta l  

Moisture 
Volatile Matter 
Fked  Carbon 
A s h  

Proximate Analysis, w t  $ 

-16, +20 

75.9 
5.01 

8.99 A 
1.1 

33-5 

Anthracite 
Medium Volat i l i ty  

Anthracite Experiment 
Station, 

U. S. Bureau of  U e s  

-16, +20 

83.3 
2.47 

2.90 

,I;!; 

0.7 
5.7 

83.2 
10.4 
loo.0 

Ugni t e  
North Dakota 
Trmax- Traer CO . 
(Velva MFne) 

-16, -1-20 

65.4 
4.49 

23.21 

6.8 
41.2 
46.0 

6.0 
1oo.o 
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1 
With 50- and 20-paam samples of low-temperature bituminous 

coal char (-8, +16 sLeve s ize)  the maxirmun ex i t  gas methane 
content was too high and the temperature changes during the 
run were t o o  great t o  allow the assumption of Ciifferential 
reaction conditions. In tests with 10- and 5-gram samples 
of -16, +20 sieve s ize  low-temperature bituminous coal char, 
the exit .  s methane contents approached the desired levels,  

gaseous hydrocarbons per pound of carbon remainhg in bed per 

( 

and react  T on ra tes  (expressed as  pounds carbon converted t o  

hour) were similar. 

temperatures of 1700°F., two periods of high r a t e  were observed 
(Fig, 2 ) .  The second period of high r a t e ,  occurring a f t e r  
approximately 30% carbon gasification, was a r e su l t  of 
increases in the temperature of the char sample due t o  the 
Inabi l i ty  t o  dissipate the high heat of reaction to  the 
surroundings. This was substantiated by conducting a m t h e r  
t e s t  w i t h  a 3-gram sample weight. 
in ra t e  was obtained a t  carbon conversions above 30%. In 
t e s t s  w i t h  unpretreated coals,  and with bituminous coal char 
a t 1 3 0 0 9 .  and 1500°F., no second period of high r a t e  was 
ob served. 

the remainder of the test program. 
on the ra te  of  reaction could indicate the presence of 
significant dFffUsiona1 resistances. 
w i t h  10-gram s l e s  of -16, +20 and -40, 6 0  sieve s ize  
material l7ig.Y.  

mext of the ra te  curve f o r  the -40, +50 sieve s ize  material 
was probably due to  the slower feeding r a t e  of the more 
finelg divided material, o r  t o  an i n i t i a l  holdup in the coal 
feed hopper. 
it was believed tha t  these small differences were within the 
limits of experimental and analytical  accuracy. 

base conditions were selected f o r  the remainder of the tes t s ,  
unless otherwise noted: 

With low-temperature bitumFnous coal char a t  nominal run 

Here only a slight increase 

It was also necessary to  select  a coal pa r t i c l e  s i ze  f o r  
An effect  of par t ic le  s ize  

Tests w e r e  conducted 

These t e s t  resu l t s  indicate negligible 
effects  o h par t ic le  s i ze  on the reaction rate .  The displace- 

Based on duplicate t e s t s  t o  check reproducibility, 

From the resu l t s  of these exploratory tes t s ,  the following 

Temperature t 1700'F. 
Pressure: 1500 p.s.1.g. 
Sample weight : 5 and 10  grams 
Coal par t ic le  size: -16, +20 sieve s ize  
Feed g a s  flow ra te :  100 SCF per hour 

Tgpical results fo r  the four feeds used in this s t u d y  a re  given 
i n  Table 2. 



197 

Table 2.-TYPICAL TEST RESULTS OBTAINED AT 1700°F. AND 1500 P.S.I.G. 
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Effects of  Variables 

The ef fec t  of temperature and extent of conversion on 
the r a t e  of reaction of low-temperature bituminous coal char 
and hydrogen was measured i n  a series of tests conducted a t  
1500 p.s.i.g. and a t  1300°F., 1500'F. and 170O0F. (Fig. 4) . 
During the in i t ia l  phases, the reaction r a t e  w a s  not 
signFticantly affected by temperature i n  the range studied. 
onlg a f t e r  approximately 20% carbon gasification did the 
effects  of temperature become apparent. The rate constants 
f o r  the residual char would be expected t o  follow the pseudo- 
first-order relationship: 

I 

i 
where r = 

k =  
P =  

This 

ra te  of reaction i n  pounds of  carbon as methane 
equivalent per hour per pound of carbon in bed. 
Methane equivalent includes carbon in a l l  gaseous 
hydrocarbons produced. 
ra te  constant. 
hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressure In atmospheres. 

1 

expression has been shown by Blackwood (2 ) t o  be 

Birch (A) has 

applicable in the temperature range of 650' t o  87OUC. (1202' 
t o  1598OF.) f o r  the reaction of coconut char w i t h  excess 
hydrogen a t  pressures up t o  40 atmospheres. 
a lso applied it  successfully to  correlate data on the hydro- 
genation of the residual (aromatic) carbon portion of  
Australian brown coal w i t h  excess hydrogen in  a fluid-bed 
reactor for the temperature ran e from 750' t o  950'C. (1382' 
t o  1742OF. ) . Zielke and Gorin showed that, i n  the 
temperature range of 1500' t o  1700 F. and a t  1 t o  30 
atmospheres, with devolati l ized Disco bituminous coal char 
the apparent reaction order i s  2 a t  low pressures and 
approacnes 1 a t  high pressures. 

In Table  3 ,  pseudo-first-order hydrogasification r a t e  
constants for  these chars are compared w i t h  the values f o r  
low-temperature bituminous coal char a f t e r  25 t o  30% carbon 
conversion (Fig. 4 ) .  Agreement is quite good, except f o r  the 
acid-extracted, high-temperature coconut char. The rates 
f o r  th i s  specially-prepared low-reactivity material a r e  up 
t o  one order of magnitude lower, as would be expected. 

bed reactors of various types, except f o r  the data f o r  
Australianbrown coal, which were obtained in an integral  
fluid-bed reactor. However, methane concentrations i n  the 
product gases were low enough t o  mFnimize equilibrium 
hindrance effects. The data f o r  coconut char are based on 
the carbon m t i a l l y  present i n  the bed, but this is  not 
significant in view of the low conversions. 

A l l  of the above results were obtained i n  M f e r e n t i a l -  
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Table 3.-COMPARISON OF RATE CONSTANTS OF VARIOUS INVESTIGATORS 

- Coal High-Temperature Brown Coal Disco Bit .  hw-Temp. 
Coconut Char C o a l  C h a r  B i t .  Coal 

Conversion Less than  10% More than 0-30s 25-30s 
Char Conversion 40% Carbon Carbon Carbon 

Char  

Conversian Gasification GasFfication 

Temperature, OF. 
k rate constant* 

2 x 10- 1300 - 1 x 10 -- 
1500 9 x 10-4 4 x 10-3 6-2 x 10-3 4 x 10-3 

1700 6 x 2 x lo-= 1 x 10- 3 x lo-= 

* For Birch, Zielke and Gorin and this study,k has units 
of lb. of C as CHq equiv./lb. C in bed-hr.-atm. HB 
part. press. For Blackwood, units are lb. of C as C& 
equiv./lb. C fed-hr.-atm. H2 part. press. 
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Fig. 5 further demonstrates the similari ty i n  hydro- 
gasification r a t e  constants of the residual portion of 
coals and chars with great ly  different i n i t i a l  properties. 
The r a t e  constants during the high-rate period a re  roughly 
proportional t o  the vola t i le  matter content of the feed, but 
a t  high conversion levels  they approach one another. It c m  
be seen that the resu l t s  obtained w i t h  5-gram samples of 
l ign i te  and anthracite could not be closely duplicated with 
10-gram samples, whereas with bituminous coal good agreement 
was obtained. The apparent ra te  constants with the larger 
samples were much higher f o r  l ign i te  a d  considerably lower 
f o r  anthracite. This i s  not believed t o  be primarily due t o  
lack of reproducibility. I 

The combined ef fec t  of  changes Fn t o t a l  and in hydrogen 
par t ia l  pressure a t  1500° and 1700'F. is shown i n  Figs. 6 and 
7. The separate effect ,  a t  1700°F., of a decrease i n  hydrogen 
par t ia l  pressure f rom 1500 t o  1000 p . s . i .  by the addition of 
nitrogen, i s  shown in Fig. 8. These results apparently 
reflect that ,  during the in-itial high-rate period, both 
pyrolysis and hydrogenolysis occur. Increases i n  hydrogen 
p a r t i a l  pressure would increase the r a t e  of  hydrogenolyais 
compared to  pyrolysis. Thus, an increase i n  t o t a l  pressure 
tended t o  broaden the range of the i n i t i a l  high-rate 
period. An increase in hydrogen partial pressure a t  constant 
t o t a l  pressure both broadened the ra te  curve, and increased 
i t s  peak, during the Fni t ia l  high-rate period. 

highly ex0 thermic residual char hydrogenolysis period was 
obscured a t  1700'F. by the large temperature increases, 
depending on sample weight. However, it can s t i l l  be observed 
qualitatively that  increases t o t a l  pressure as well as in 
hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressure gave the expected lncreases i n  
rate. 

With devolatilized Disco bituminous ccal char, ZieUre 
and Gorin showed that the effect  of methane par t ia l  pressure 
on hydrogasification r a t e  i s  simple equilibrium hindrance (15). 
However, the resu l t s  obtained with a partial pressure of 5 0 0  
p . s . i .  o f  nitrogen and with a par t ia l  pressure of 500 p.s.1. 

Fni t ia l  high-rate p e r i o d  (Fig. 87 
s t a n t i a l  equilibrium hindrance effect  during this period, Fn 
sp i te  of the large reduction in driving force f o r  the 
reaction C + 2% - Ci&, W a carbon a c t i v i t y  of 1 is 
assumed. On that basis, theequilibrium methane p a r t i a l  
pressure a t  1700°F. and 1500 p.s . i .  i s  only about 700 p . 3 . i .  
The absence of a hindrance effect  a t  low conversions is 
f'urther evidence of the much higher i n i t i a l  carbon ac t iv i ty .  
The effect  of 500 p . s . i .  methane par t ia l  pressure i n  the feed 
gas during the low-rate period could not be determined because 
the product gas rnetl%ne concefitration measurement was not 
accurate enough t o  obtain meanin- data. 

4 

The true effect  of hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressure during the 

, 

of  methane were not signif'icantl different during the 7 
This indicates no sub- 
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Course of Coal-€@drogen Reactions 

of coal-hydrogen reactions, a t  suff ic ient ly  high temperatures, 
pressures anc? residence times t o  give methane as  the major 
product, i s  i n  agreement w i t h  observed experimental resu l t s  
of t h i s  study. In somewhat modified form, this sequence is: 

A high-rate period comprising pyrolysis of the more 
reactive s t ructural  units such as  a l iphat ic  
hydrocarbon side chains and oxygenated functional 
groups, and hydrogenation and hydrogenolysis of 
the intermediate pyrolysis products. 
A low-rate period of direct  a t tack o f  hydrogen on the 
residual aromatic carbon structure.  

The descriptian by Birch and others (1) of the sequence 

1. 

2 .  

Evidence f o r  the two steps during the high-rate period can be 
found in the increase i n  organic l iquid products formation 
with decreases in pro&ct gas residence time observed by 
Hiteshue and others (I) a t  relat ively l o w  reaction temperatures 
encountered during heatup. Absence of substantial  organic 
liquid product yields would correspond t o  the completion of  
the vapor-phase hydrogenolysis reactions, which would then be 
the chemical rate-controlling step i n  methane formation during 
the i n i t i a l  high-rate period. Since, in th i s  study, there was 
no major e f fec t  on the high-rate period from temperature 
changes in the 1300° t o  1700°F. range a t  a pressme of 
1500 p.s . i .g . ,  a physical process mag have been controlling 
under these conditions of extremely rapid hydrogenolysis. 

Although no measurable l iquid hydrocarbon formation 
occurred, even a t  1300°F., as a resu l t  of rapid heatup o f  
the coal charge, the presence of  small amounts of CB- t o  
C4-aliphatic hydrocarbons during the high-rate period 
indicates the i n i t i a l  formation of higher molecular weight 
intermediates which have been converted t o  methane by hydro- 
genolysis (12-14) .  In this case, ethane would have t o  be 
present in q u a x i t i e s  exceeding the methane-ethane-hydrogen 
equilibrium values. In tests with bituminous coal char, 
ethane concentrations actually dld exceed equilibrium values 
a t  the peak of the high-rate period (Fig. 9 ) .  The formation 
of  small amounts of  benzene during the high-rate period i s  
f'urther evidence of the similari ty with hydrocarbon 
hydrogenolysis. 

A be t te r  picture of the sequence of coal-hydrogen 
reactions under coal hydrogasification conditions can be 
obtained from the changes Fn hydrogen dis t r ibut ion w i t h  
conversion of various feeds. The upper s e t  of plots  in 
Fig. 1 0  shows the r a t i o  of t o t a l  hydrogen in the e x i t  gas t o  
the t o t a l  hydrogen in the feed gas f o r  a ser ies  of tests 
conducted a t  1700'F. and 1500 p.s.i.g. The lower s e t  of 
curves in Fig. 10 shows the changes i n  gaseous feed hydrogen 
consumption w i t h  conversion, f o r  the same ser ies  of tes ts .  
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It can be seen that the l n i t i a l  'high rate period is 
characterized by donation o f  hydrogen from the coals and 
char , as w e l l  as by large consumption of feed hydrogen, 
indicating the occurrence o f  both pyrolysis and hydrogenolyais 
reactions. The maximum feed. hydrogen c,onsmption tends to  
occur a t  higher carbon gasif'ications than the maxirmun hydrogen 
evolution, in accordance with the sequential nature of the 
pyrolysis and hydrogenolysis reactions. The r a t e  of feed 
hydrogen consumption is  an excellent indication of feed 
reactivity,  except that w i t h  the low- temperature bituminous 
coal char, a second period of high consumption uccurs a s  a 
result of uncontrollable temperature increases. 

relatively l i t t l e  hydrogen and consumed a disproportionately 
large amount of gaseous feed hydrogen. This i s  due t o  the 
large amount of water formation which can be readily measured 
In flow reactors, but could not be determined experimentally 
In the present work. It should be noted that, a t  the high 
hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressures used in this study, the only other 
major path f o r  oxygen rejection is a s  carbon monoxide, since 
carbon dioxide formation i s  PractiCallY sqpressed. 

Ugnite,  because of its high oxygen content, donated 

Steam-mdrogen Coal Gasification 

mixtures and char ex is t s  f o r  temperatures of 1500° t o  1700'F. 
a t  hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressures below 30 atmospheres (a,s,g,l6). 
The addition of steam was found t o  substantially increase =e 
rate of methane formation a t  these low hydrogen p a r t i a l  
pressures. Ektrapolation t o  hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressures 
suff ic ient ly  high t o  give rates of methane formation which 
a r e  of pract ical  in te res t ,  indicates that the effect  of 
steam becomes less significant.  In the  present study, the 
rates of the steam-char and hydrogen-char reactions w i t h  an 
equimolal steam-hydrogen mFxture were measured a t  1700°F. and 
1500 p.s.1.g. The rates o f  these two reactions (measured by 
the rates of  evolution of  gaseous carbon oxides and gaseous 
hydrocarbons) are shown in Fig. ll as functions of  t o t a l  carbon 
gas i f ica t ion .  %-e results of the two t e s t s  conducted w i t h  
5- and 10-gram sample weights are in good agreement, and the 
second high-rate period ,charac t e r i s t i c  of the char-hydrogen 
tests a t  1700'F. ,is absent. This is probably due t o  smaller 
temperature changes, with both exothermic hydrogenatlon 
reactions and endothermic s team-carbon reactions occurring 
simultaneously. 

partial pressure, the char-hydrogen reaction proceeded much 
more rapidly than the char-steam reaction, especiallg a t  the 
higher conversions- However, from comparison w i t h  Figs, 7 
and 8, the r a t e  of char conversion t o  gaseous hydrocarbons 
was below the leve l  expected f o r  a feed gas hydrogen partial 
pressure of 750 p.s.F. Thus, the relat ively high ra tes  of 

mch kinetic information on the reaction of steam-hydrogen 

anlike much of  the e a r l i e r  work a t  re la t ive ly  l o w  hydrogen 
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carbon oxide formation a t  low conversion leve ls  may have been 
largely due t o  steam reforming, catalyzed by the reactor Walls, 
of a portion of the gaseous hydrocarbons produced. 
even if the t o t a l  gasification rate i s  considered 3n a 
comparison with char-hydrogen results, there i s  no FndlCatiOn 
of the acceleration of methane formation by steam addition 
which has been observed a t  lower hydrogen par t ia l  pressures. 

The rate of the steam-char reaction w i t h  an equimolal 
steam-helium mixture a t  1700°F. and 1500 p.s . i .g . ,  shown i n  
Fig. 1 2 ,  was much higher than in the previous test with a 
steam-hydrogen feed a t  equal steam part ia l  pressiire. 
the resu l t  of the well-established inhibi t ion of the steam- 
carbon reactions by hydrogen ( 6 ) .  
gaseous hydrocarbons were also formed i n i t i a l l y ,  probably 
largely by pyrolysis rather than by reaction of char with 
hydrogen formed in steam decomposition, or  d i r ec t  reaction of 
steam and char. This i s  supported by the f a c t  that more 
hydrogen was produced than could be accounted f o r  by carbon 
oxide-forming reactions. 

CONCLUSIONS 

However, 

1 

This i s  

Substantial quant i t ies  of 

GasFfication of  various coals with hydrogen and added 
steam a t  high temperatures and pressures, under conditions 
of very rapid coal heatup and product gas residence time of 
only a f e w  seconds, has confirmed the generally accepted model 
derived from data without as  detailed a definit ion of the 
c r i t i c a l  i n i t i a l  stages of conversion. During this i n i t i a l  
period, gaslf'ication rates are very rapid and the course of 
the methane-forming reactions is similar t o  that in  
hydrogenolysis of hydrocarbons. However, the r eac t iv i ty  of 
the pyrolysis intermediates formed d u r h g  the high-rate 
period appears t o  be much greater than tha t  of typ ica l  
petroleum hydrocarbons since no measureable l i qu id  products 
were obtained a t  temperatures a s  low as 1300°F., and methane 
was the predominant product. Materials as dif'ferent as 
lignite, bituminous coal, anthracite and low-temperatxre 
bituminous coal char behaved similiarly, except t ha t  i n i t i a l  
conversion rates increased roughly in proportion t o  their 
vo la t i le  matter content, and hydrogen consumption and carbon 
oxide formation w a s  affected by oxygen content. However, 
the conversion r a t e s  of the r e l a t ive ly  unreactive residues 
were approximately the same. A t  the high hydrogen partial 
pressures employed i n  this study, steam addition did not 
accelerate methane formation a s  observed Fn previous s tudies  
a t  re la t ive ly  low hydrogen p a r t i a l  pressures. The inhibi t ing 
e f fec t  of hydrogen, on reactions w i t h  steam which form 
carbon oxides, was observed for the i n i t i a l  high-rate period, 
as well as during the conversion of the residual char. 
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Ibvestigators generally agree that the reaction of steam with w r i o u s  types 
of carbon and cokes, which has been widely investigated a t  the Morgantwn coal Research 
Oenter of the Bureau of Mines ( 5 )  and elsevhere, (3) (7) (8) ( 9 )  (10) (14) (15) (16) 
(18) is related to the reaction of steam vith &. Despite this relationship, knowl- 
edge of the kinetics of the steam-carbon reaction does not disclose nor reveal the 
kinetic behavior of coals of various rank and type in coal gasifiers. %e conclusions 
drawn from studies of the react ivi t ies  of varlous types of carbon furnish l i t t le  or  no 
infomation on process rates, which can be used in  the design of improved types of 
ccamnercial coal gasification equipent. 

Several investigators (2) (ll) (12) (13) studied the kinetics of the reac- 
tions of coals, generally w i t h  air, oqrgen o r  carbon diozdde, but restricted their 
research to relatively low temperatures, specific types of coals, fsxed beds of coarse 
particles,  etc. 
scale gasifiers, modifying their constants accordingly. At t empt s  to extrapolate these 
results to other types of coals suspended or entrained i n  steam at considerably higher 
temperatures and pressures (4) have never proved satisfactory and, i n  masy cases, have 
failed. 
for substances as camplw. structurally and as widely different i n  composition as  coals 
of various rank, type o r  grade. Generalization for  all types of coals, cokes or chars, 
or the use of questionable assumptions to extend the applicabili ty of a rate equation 
t o  a l l  gasification conditions does not seem Justified.  

Others t r ied  to  flt theoretical  rate equations to data fYam Large- 

It is doubtful that  a gene- applicable rate equation can be established 

A "falling particle' technique has been developed by Dotson and Holden (5) 
of the Bureau of Mines at  Plorgantown, W. Va., for the detenuination of the reaction 
rates of carbons with steam. 
was recently m o d i f i e d  by the authors and developed for the rapid determination of the 
react ivi t ies  of coals. The essential  feature of the method is that it closely simu- 
lates the conditions existing when povdered coals entrained i n  steam are gasified in 
large-scale gasifiers. 

IIbe method origbally devised for finely divided carbons 

'Ihe purpose of the work here described was to detemine the "relative 
reactivities" of various w s  of coals vhen the i r  particles react with steam a t  
1,700. F. Specifically, the object was to separate the overlapping effects of t h e w  
deccanposition end actual steam-carbon reaction vhen steam interacts with coats at high 
temperatures. 

tbe-rate of the reaction betveen a solid fuel  and an oxidizing gas, usually q, m, 
or Qo, under a given set of experimental conditions, inchding temperature, pressure 
(4), pal-ticle size, s ize  consist, and bulk density. "Relative reactivity" is defined 
he= 88 the relative rapidity of reaction between a fuel and an oddizing 5 s  (steam 
i n  OUT case) i n  a given apparatus under the same set of experimental conditions. It 
i s  an experimentally obtained index figure, useful i n  c m s o n  with other fuels. 
pertaining to an average (measured) residence time, the texm "relative reactivity" 

"Reactivityw of solid fuels is generally defined (7) as the velocity or 



210. 

simmes no more than a t  the name implle~: 
to each other. It should not be copfased pith '%hetic reaction rate." 

reactivities of osriC0a-fuel.s re late& 

%e tenu Tdnetfc reaction rate" is a more fundamentel chsrscteristic of a 
given fud reactiag xLth a even gas; it is independent of the gasifier &si@, and 
is usually more simificant Aarm a process W e e r i n g  standpoint. H o w ~ e r ,  its 
detemlnation is more time consuming. % e  kinetic reaction rate .usraallg exprebaes, 
in fozm of a rate eqpation, the functional relation betveen reactton late and IBBE- 
tant concentrstion at  aqy given tenperature and pressme. 
imaa a desi@ standpoint, fall knmledge of the kinetic rate includes the effects oi 
all variables on the reaction rate,  particularly temperature and pressure (4) (17), 
and the physical s t a t e  of the reactants, such a s  particle size, size  consist, and bulk 
aenSity. The effects of mass transfer rate and floor pattarn, insofar as they affect 
the overaU reaction rate, should also be known. 

For zecdmum usefulness 

Although wrk is being planned on the detenulnation of the kinetic rates of 
the reaction of steam with coals a t  hisher temperatures and pressures, this paper I s  
restricted to the study of the more rapidly detemLned relative reactivities 00 coals 
(-60 + 65 mesh) interscting with st- a t  1,70O0 F. and atmospheric pressure. 
reactivities a m  expressed in terms of (1) "fuel conversion," even as weight-loss i n  
grams per gram of dry, min- matter - free coal; o r  (2) "carbon conversion," shown 
as grtnns of  carbon gasified per of carbon i n  the coal. I n  either case, the con- 
version of the coal to &BS is due both to t h d  &camposition and reactloo w l t h  
Steam, 

'Ihe 

Ihe reactor developed and used to detenrdne the relative reactivities of 
coals by the falling part ic le  technique is shown schematically in  pigure 1. 
3-inch inside diemeter 9-foot loag a3J.q steel reactor tube is electrically heated by 
9 (pairs) prefabricated semicircular embedded-coil-type hesting elements 11.5 inches 
high and 5 inches outside a e t e r ,  each controUed by a variable trsnsfonner. ne- 
ments at  the top and bottcmr serve to  balance the heat losses; the other 7 eleraents 
control the temperature io the @-inch long i s o t h d  zone. bngitudinrd tenpexatum 
profiles or traverses are determined from time to time, and th@ heat input is adjusted 
to maintain i S O t h a E d  conditions. 

%e 

I)oubly distilled pster passing through a mtslaeter is vaporized in a small 
electrically heated tube, and the steam thus formed I s  preheated to 800 - 1,OOOo F. 
before injection i n t o  the reactor. *e steam flow-rate is a&justed for the desired 
steslo-to-coal ratio, generally 3 pounds of s a  per pound of dry mineral matter - free 
fuel, and the vibratorg feeder is started. 
coal particles in the feed bowl move uprwrd a l o n g  a spiral track until each particle 
is swept by nitmgen, flowing a t  a rate of about 1.2 std. cu. ft. per  hour, tbrough a 
hole Into the  feed-tube and thence into the reactor. The coal feed-rate, generslly 
50 g. per hour in the resctivlty tests described, is controlled by adjusting. the volt 
age input t o  the vibzating mechanimn. 

The unifozmly sized (-60 + 6 m e s h  per inch) 

'Ibe coal particles, blanketed nitrogen, isll throu& a 7-inch long 
5/16-inch inside diameter feed-tube, the latter surmmded by a 5/16-1nc11 wide a n d m  
(not shown i n  Hgve 1) throagh which the steam is passed downward a t  about l,OOO* F. 
"be coal particles thus preheated in the feed-tube are  entrslned i n  the steara and 
enter the top of the reactor-tube t h r o e  a 1-Inch inside dim&xr circdlar apening 
at its center. The enterlng psrticles together with steam and nitrogen spread some- 
what, but direct contact with the uall is prevented as they are carried damvard i n  
mn~r flow (cormationsl Reynolds number about 20) blanketed with wes. 
by gravitg, thq continue to fall through the st-, nitrogen, and generated gases 
Vi- at free-falling velocity. 
(900 - 950' C.) and for a luv-volatile biftmdnaaa coal fed a t  50 gmms per hoar, wltb 

Accelerated 

CLiLcrilrrted f o r  a reactor tenrperature of 1,700' F. 
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a stetnu-to-coal ra t io  of 3:1, the linear velocity of the steam-nitrogen mixture in the 
upper part of the reactor uas 0.19 ft. per see. As the measured average terminsl ve- 
locity of the coal particles mas 1.33 ft. per sec., the difference is their free- 
fa l l ing velocity: 1.14 f t .  per sec. 

nitrogen mixture, it i s  clear that  the fuel particles faU i n  the reactor tube almost 
freely through the gases. 
type, but is rather em unsteady or  partial suspension, and the term "fall ing par t ic le  
techniqueD properly describes it. (An isotope tracer method used to determine the 
residence time of the fiel particles,  and thus the i r  tenninal velocity, w i l l  be des- 
cribed in another paper to be published by the authors.) 
reactor prevents direct contact between the particles and the heated reactor tube. 
Nevertheless, because of the s m a l l  heat capacity of the fuel particles, and the effec- 
t ive  transfer of heat  --- partly by radiation from the reactor v a l l s  and partly by 
convection and conduction through the steam medium --- the fa l l ing  particles are 
rapidly heated to the isothemal reactor temperature of 1,700' F. 

the conditions stated, is estimated to be about 50 mg per dns of reactor volume con- 
taining a gas mixture of 85 percent steam and 15 percent nitrogen. On an average, 
approximate 8 1/2 particles of -60 + 65 mesh coal are i n  pa r t i a l  entrainment 
(suspension) at any given time in  each ad of steam-nitrogen m i x t u r e  flowing a t  a 
ra te  of 265 cc. per sec. (33.9 cu. ft. per hour) i n  the upper part of the reactor at  
1,700" F. The average distance between the suspended particles, if they are assumed 
to be spherical and have an avenge diameter of about 0.U mm., is approldmately 6 nun. 
The htter m u e  thus estimated i s  analogous to the tern "mean free path," although 
used here i n  a different sense. 

As shown i n  Flgure 1, the residue and product gas recovery system is at  the 

Since the coal particles t ravel  6 times faster than the entraining steam- 

The f l o v ,  therefore, is  not so much of the entrainment 

Iaminar flov inside the 

The concentration of fuel particles in the upper part of the reactor, under 

bot tm of the reactor tube. 
and i s  coded, veighed and analyzed. 
collects i n  the condensate receiver; the rest of the soot is  remaved from the gas by 
means of a wash bottle. 
papers i n  a Eiuchner funnel, and the gas i s  metered, senpled, and vented. 

A photograph of the apparatus is shown i n  Hgure 2. 

The solid residual is collected i n  a receiver bottle, 
Most of the excess steam and some f ine soot 

Traces of tar vapors i n  the product ,+s are  caugbt on filter 

Next to the control 
board i n  the foreground, the i n s u l a t e d  reactor tube is  seen vith the product recovery 
t ra in  below it. 
upper platform partly vlsible a t  the top of the picture. 

'Ihe fuel-feeding and steam-generating systems are  located on the 

As the reactivity of powdered o r  granular fuel  i s  affected by the size of 
the particles, it was necessary to investigate possible degradation of particles as  
they fall through the reactor-tube. Do the solid fuel particles abrade each other 
and, if so, is  this size reduction balanced, i n  case of bituminous coals, by swelling 
of the particles when they pass through the plast ic  stage, usually between 700' F. and 
1,OOO' F.? To answer these questions, the apparent (or bulk) specific volumes of tu0 
different coals and a char were detelrmined, before and after a s i n g l e  passage through 
the reactor under the usual conditions a t  1,700' F. Specific volmes were detemhed 
by f i l l i ng  a 10-cc. graduated cylinder with the particles,  unifolmly tapping, and then 
weighing the contents. The results are shown in Figures 3 and 4 w i t h  the apparent 
(bulk) specific volume in  each case given below the photamicrogmph of the sample. 
The specific volume data shown on these pictures are  helpful in th i s  evaluation since 
any increase i n  the apparent (bulk) specific volume or, convc32*jely, decrease i n  bulk 
density be due to (1) formation of fines (degradation), and/or (2) swelling of 
each part ic le  wlth corresponding increase in  porosity. 

addition to the microscopic examinations, the extent of degradation i n  
f a  vas detelmined by drop-testing samples (-60 + 65 mesh per inch size) throua the 
reactpr-tube, i n  s t i l l  air, a t  rom temperature. AWycmring hi&-volatile bitwinous-C 

B 
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coal (Serial No. l6) and a char, made by Iw-teupeFsture carbonization from a 
@lorsdo bituminous-A coal, (M BoJo. 7), Yere so tested for  s ize  degradation. 
ech case the procebre was identical: 
at a rate of 72 &rams per hour (1.2 g. per -.),and the product vaS screened -ugh 
a @-mesh per inch s&ndard s c m ,  uniformily shaklllg and tappins it i n  each case. 
me results vere negative. In both cases the slze degrsdation was m, although 
the char ya8 samewhat more resis tant  t o  breakage than the coal. The breakage index, 
vhich is the pement retained on the 65-1aesh screen before the drop-test minus that 
retained after the drop-test, was 1.7 percent for the coal and 0.2 percent f o r  the 
char. me time of fall during the --tests, d e t e n e d  vis-, vas 4.4 seconds 
f o r  the coal and 3.5 seconds for the char. 

In 
100 grams of the sample vas med 123 inches 

‘Ihese results conf5.m what is evident frena Figures 3 and 4: any size  deg- 
radation frcim attrition of the particles by theaselves and by the reactor y8u is 
negligible and is veil vithin the expected experimental error. 
redaction is  more than balanced i n  the case of bituminous coals by the swel l ing of 
the particles as they pass through the plas t ic  stage. 
svelllng and foxmation of hollow spheres, as shovn by the photcaoicrographs i n  
Figures 3 and 4, as ve l l  as by the considerable increase i n  bulls specWc volumes. 

Even this slight size 

There is plenty of evldence of 

Experhental amdsmentals 

Tests to detennine the re lat ive reactidties of coals vere c a f i i e d  out 
under as nearly identical  conditions as possible, thus maintaining at all times the 
major operating variables as constant as practicable. The most essential. variables 
affecting the reactivit ies of povdered coals are: 
(2) me, chemical ccmposition and microstructure (porosity) of the c a ;  (3) par- 
t i d e  s ize  of the coal, its s i ze  consist and d a s i t y ;  
(5) s t e a a  inpat rate (or steam-to-ccd wight-ratio);  
tbe ;  
for testing coals for reactivity,  the objective uas t o  establish the correct magni- 
tude f o r  these variables in order to obtain measurable, but not excessive, fuel and 
carbon conversions. 

(1) type and s ize  of test-reactor; 

(4) coal thmughput; 
(6)  residence (or contact) 

In dweloping a rapid practical method (7) tenperatuse; and (8) pressure. 

An bportsnt  variable i n  need of study was the required steam-to-coal ratio. 
me results of this study are i l lus t ra ted  in Plgures 5 and 6. 
effect of steam concentration (in tenns of stetaa-to-carbon veight-ratios) on the com- 
ponents of the gases evolved. me yields o f  gases are seen to  increase with increas- 
ing stesm-to-car~o ratios, but most of the increase in the total e s  yield vas due 
to the r is ing trend i n  hydrogen evolution. 
interaction of stem vith hydrocarbon groups and other radicals attached t o  the coal 
molecule, and It appears that the  interaction increases with the steam concentration. 
Although the dia- in Mgare 5 refers to 8 low-volatile bituminous coal, yield 
curves shoving Identical trends were obtained w i t h  h ie -vo la t i l e  bituminous coals. 

The intersction of s t e m  appears to fac i l i t a t e  thenual decampsition at a 
lover temperature, w i n g  the detachment of  -1 groups and other radicals &rm 
C&On atms in the coal matrix. 
probably vlth an electron lost or removed f r a n  the carbon atan fmm which a radical 
(possibly i n  ionic s ta te )  was detached. 
electron absences (or “positive holes”) has been recognized by Gray (6) and his co- 
wrkers. 
thus entering the gas phase nw react with additional steam to fonn Cq and H2. For 
emmple : 

ami c o + E 2 0 “ c q + ~  (wakr-gas ahipt reaction). 

Ngure 5 shows the 

T h i s  Interesting fact points t o  a possible 

This may result in the formation of ”defect sites,” 

The existence of such defect sites owing t o  

’Be methane, ethane, other p a d f i n  h@marbons, carbon monoxide, etc., 

Caq + -0 = ~ 0 2  i 4% (refoming reaction) 
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This is  a plausible explanation of the hydrogen evolution (Figure 5) accamwnying the 
interaction of steam with the coal molecule. 
thus interacts w i t h  coal both in carbonization and gasification, i.e., whenever ther- 
m a l  decomposition of coal takes place in  the presence of steam (14). The defect car- 
bon s i tes ,  often called "reaction sites" or "active sites," thus formed are vulnerable 
to attack by s t e a :  

Bere is plenty of evidence that steam 

C + H20 = CO + E2 and CO + E20 = Cor + H2. 
I 

. 

The importance of steam-to-carbon r a t io  thus established, experiments vere . 
made to detemine its effect on the reactivity, m e a s u r e d  as  fuel o r  carbon conversion. 
Figure 6 shows that for both high and law volat i le  coals the reactivity r ises  asymp- 
tot ical ly  up t o  a ra t io  of about 3:l. Above th i s  ra t io ,  additional steam does not 
significantly increase the carbon conversion, i.e., a maximum has been reached. A 
r a t i o  of 3 : l  was thus chosen, as too much excess steam mould increase the flov-rate, 
thereby decreasing the contact time belov the l imit  of effective conversion needed 
for most of the reactivitg tests. 

Similarly, accurately measurable conversion was the  criterion used in deter- 
mining or  &oosing the optimum values of other essential  variables. 
tes t s  were made vlth coals closely sized t o  pass a 60-mesh per inch U. S. standard 
sieve but retained on a 65-mesh sieve. 
per hour and kept as  constant a s  possible throughouC, each test. 
kept uniform throughout the @-inch long isothermal zone betveen 1,650 and 1,750" F., 
the ma&num variation being f ao F. 
in the isothennal zone ranged fmn 5.2 seconds for subbituminous and l a w  o r  hi&- 
volat i le  bi t idnous coals to 6.6 seconds for anthracites. 
values by an isotope-tracer method will be discussed by the authors in a future paper.) 

Thus, a l l  of the 

The coal-feed xate was fixed a t  about 50 grams 
The temperature was 

'he average residence time of the coal particles 

(!Be detezmination of these 

The optimum values fo r  the variables, thus detemined, were kept as constant 
as possible so that the  results of the reactivlty tests depended only on the w e ,  
ccarrpositioh, and microstructure of the coal tested. 

Materials Tested 

Descriptions of the types of fuels tested f o r  their react ivi t ies  are given 
i n  Table 1. 
l igni tes  to  anthracites. Also included in Table 1 are several types of chars derived 
by low-temperature carbonization fropl the specific types of coals shown i n  the table. 
athough the react ivi t ies  of these chars were determined i n  the sane apparatus by the 
sane technique described above for coals, the objective of the work with chars was 
sufficiently different to merit separate discussion i n  a future paper. 

The coals are  presented in  the order of increasing rank, ranging fnrm 

Proxlmate and ultimate analyses of the fuels tested are shown in Table 2 on 
a dry ,  "mineral matter - free" basis. 
percent mineral matter, calculated i n  confonnity with ASTM standards (1) and the C/H 
ratio. Use of the "mineral matter - f ree  basis" resulted in a much bet ter  alignment 
of data along the curves shown i n  various diagrams representing the functional re- 
lation between reactivity and various coal constituents or ratios.  

Included i n  this table  are i n  each case the 

Results and 'Mscussion 

U s u a l l y  two, but in some cases up to  five, react ivi ty  tests yere made on each 
of the 12 types of coals l i s t ed  in  lLBbles 1 and 2. 
coal were averaged and plotted on the fol lar ing diagrams. 

The test results for each batch of 

All of the reactivitg test data (including data on s e v d  chars produced by 
low-temperature carbonization at the mesa of Mines Denver Coal &search Center fnrm 



u4. 
sane of the 'Ihis dhgmrn Uustrates the 
n l a t i v e  reactivities, i n  tenus of fuel conversion, of c o a h  of various rank ( g d o g -  
ical age) and their corresponding cham (connected wlth broken lines and arrovs), as 
a function of steam concentration. 
coals of the same rank faU appro-tely along straight lines, each line indicating 
a given reactivity level, Most of the lines tend to be horizontal or slightly upward 
sloping and ate usually pruriuel, The devFations in slopes, hovever, may not be sig- 
niflcant owing to  experimental ermrs in analyses or sampling. htuaUy, they should 
slope slightly upward, as i n  Fi jpre  6, although for the shorter range of steam-to-coal. 
weight-ratios, 2.2 to 3.3 shown in Flgure 7, the upaard trend is not as noticeable. 

proportional to  their mnk o r  geological age. 
ity is a function of  the c h e n n i d  ccanposition and microstructure (porosity, density, 
etc.) of the coal as these, in turn, depended on the tspe of vegetation and geologic 
factors that &st& when the coal beds were formed i n  various prehistoric ages. 
Since coals of various rank characterlsticaUy m e r  in volat i le  matter --- the 
ASlM (1) classifies them into ranks largely  on the basis of volat i le  matter (on mineral 
matter - free basis) and calorific value --- it is &dent that the reactivitg must be 
related to the volati le matter as determined by the standard ASPI tes t .  H m e r ,  
volat i le  matter and gas yield measured in reactivity tests are related terms, although 
by no means are  they identical. The volat i le  matter test is intended to duplicate, to  
some extent, coke oven conditions in small-scale carbonization i n  a crucible at  950' c. 
(1,740' F.); the reactivity test is  a ccaubination of carbonization and gasification in 
steam medium a t  about 1,700' F. 'Ibe gas yield, therefore, does not include the water 
formed as a result  of carbonization, but it does include the product gases resulting 
fmm the steam-carbon reaction (0, q, and H2) to the extent that this reaction 
takes place at  1,700" F. When fuel conversion is plotted versus volati le m a t t e r  
(pigare 8) sad againat gas yield (Figure 9), similar S-curves result, bu t  the latter 
curve is much s t e e p e r .  The siepificance of t h i s  difference is subject to further 
interpretation with addi t ional  experimental evidence on hand. 

investigated) are shown in figure 7. 

aCpressed on dry, mineral matter - free basis, 

I n  general, it may be concluded tha t  the reactivlties of coals are inversely 
Fraa this it follows that the resctiv- 

Ihus, 89 hss b- ~eversl ime&i@to= (13), the r;eactivities of 
coals of various rank and tJrpe are f'unctions of the volattle matter as detennined by 
the standard ASIM test. 
past w i t h  considerable deviations admitted, but a mild-sweep &curve, as shown in 

Y e t ,  the functional. relation is not linear, as claimed i n  the 

F-Jal=e 8. 

m i l e  volati le matter has served for sane time as an appmximte, although 
atudliary, index of rank, the results of this investigation show that the total carbon 
content and C/H ra t io  are more sensit ive indicators of the ranks of coals, 
the reactivitg a&nst the carbon i n  coals, it vas found that both the fuel and carbon 
conversions are cublc parabolic functions of the total carbon content, When plotted 
on mineral natter - free basis, not a straight l i n e  but a well-defined S-curve is ob- 
tained (see Figure 10). 
-idly in case of pounger coals, much more slowly VlW h.v. bituminous coals, and 
rapidly again in c8se af 1.v. bituminous coals and anthracites. 

Cb the other hand, the reactivities of coals, expressed i n  tenns of either 
fuel or cazbon conversion, are nearly perfect hyperbolic functions of the carbon-to- 
hydrogen weie;ht-ratio (C/H), 89 shovn i n  Figure 11. This a- to be significant 
both from the standpoint of fuel classification and process englneering, i.e., selec-  
tion of cabla f o r  effectLve gasification. ?be C/H ra t io  appears t o  b e  an excellent 
indicator of rank, and mrrg also be an indicator of the quality of synthesis gas, or 
that of high-B.t.u. gas or liquid fuel that can be produced by gasification and sab- 
sequent synthesis. 
mtter, or  total carbon Content, or C/H ra t io  could be used as the sole index of d. 

An entirely W e r e n t  metbod of plott ing the reactiviQr data is presented i n  
pisureS l2 and 13. me purpose of these diagrams was to d e m e  the extent of the 

In plotting 

llhe reactie* decreases with increasing carbon content, very 

In spite of this, it is not suggested that either the volati le 
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reactivity, in term of fuel conversion, caused by (1) t h d  deccrmposition 
(devalatilizstion) and (2) the  actual steam-carbon reaction. 
tm *tors overlsp i n  the reactivity tests described. We can say wlth considerable 
certain- that each psrticle of coal thermally decomposes vith the evolution of' vol- 
ati le matter a8 its tearperstare r lses  to 1,700. F. 'Ihe steam thereupOn reacts with 
carbon atoms deprioea of hydrocarbon, hydro-1, carboxyl, and other side chains, 
Le., it reacts w i t h  the so-called 'fixed carbon." As the vola t i le  matter evolved 
in thenual decaposition consists of much volat i le  carbon (in the fom of Ca4, q, 
CO, etc.), *e fixed carbon remaining is a l ~ a y s  numerically less than the total car- 
bon i n  the coal. mus, if we aedJlct the percent of vola t i le  matter (i.e., grams of 
coal converted to gas per 100 gram sample), as detewined by the AslkI test at 
1,740. F, (90' C.), from the fuel. conversion (in terms of grams of coal converted 
t o  gas per 100 g m n  @e) at  about 1,70Oa F., t h e  difference WFU be the percent 
fixed carbon that reacted w i t h  steam to form CO, r3+, and H2. 
1,740. -F. and 1,700. F. are sufficiently close to p d t  the approximation. 

closer the diaw in Flgute 12 011 the reactivitg of fixed carbon in relation to the 
total carbon content of coals of various rank. It shows that the actual steam-carbon 
reaction generally decreases w i t h  increasing order of rank from l igni tes  to anthra- 
cites. However, a similar plot  of conversion by the steam-carbon reaction alone ver- 
sus the fixed carbon content (Figure u) shows more clearly than the previous diagrsm 
that the rapidly descending clMe tends to beccme asymptotic beyond 63 percent fixed 
carbon on dry  minezal m a t t e r  - free basis. I n  other words, steam at 1,700. F. reacts 
with carbon in younger coals wlth surprising ease, but less and less easi ly vith car- 
bon in older cosls of increasing rank, while the carbon in coals from h.v. bituminous 
rank to anthracites is nearly equally reactive. 

me effects of these 

?he two temperatures, 

An interesting observation can be made and conclusion dravn by w i n g  

'Ibe conclusion &am is significant, yet  understandable in liet of the 
explanation given above under Experimental Fundamentals. 
coals have many more alkyl side chains and several other radicals attached to the 
benzenoid coal matrix than older bitmninous coals, and s t i l l  less in anthracites. 
Uhen these radicals crack off the carbon atms as 8 result of the interaction of 
steam, the "defect" s i t e s  reaaining are  vulnerable to attack by E20 molecules, which 
explains the decreasingly lower react ivi t ies  of coals from lignites t o  anthracites. 

Lignites and other young 
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%e s e r i a l  numbers shown identif'y the type of fuel tested in subsequent tabula- 
tions and aiagrams. 
aster isk next t o  the s e r l a l  number signifies char. See the corresponding head- 

AU coals are sham i n  the order of increasing rank- An 

ing 8bave for coals m a  chars, respectively. 

Medium-volatile -43, 
bituminous coal sevell m e  + ae8tvirgLnia 

sendbituminous Blo. 4 coal (30. west V i r g i n i a  

Anthrscite coal8ndIronco. Pe?ulsulvania 

Low-volatile coal Pocahontas Island Creek McDovell Own*, 

Perm. 80 RBadiW LocUSt SMrmit, 
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No. 11 -Wyoming H.V. BituminousC coal. 
Size: -60 + 65 mesh/in: sp vol: 

1.39 cm3/g 

No. 1 l . R  . Single pass residue obtained 
from iesting No. 11 coal. 

Sp vol: 4.13 cm3/g 

0 1 2 3 4  5 

SCALE: MILLIMETER 
1.0 mm = 1,000 microns 

?igure 3. Wotomicrographs of a Zitminous-C Coal and i t s  3esidue 
f r o m  Reactivirity Tesz inade a t  1,7C0° F i3 Steam E.’edivm 
(appmmte  a r g a n e n t  ln). 

No. 6 . Colorado H.V. Bituminous-A coal. 
Size: -60 t 65 mesh/in; sp vol: 

1.32 cm3/g 

No. 6-R . Single pass residue obtained 
from testing No. 6 coal. 

Sp vol: 2.99 cm3/g 

0 1 2 3 4 5  

SCALE: MILLIMETER 
1.0 mm = 1,000 microns 

F i g a e  4. Photomicrographs o r  a Bitminous-A Coal and its Residue 
from iieactivlty Test made a t  l,7CQ0 F i n  Steam Medium 
(approxjmate enkugement ln). 

I 



221. 

0.70 

.60 - 
0 - -  - 

.50 
z 
v)o 

W m .40 > 

O F  
a 

1'' I 

1 ' 1 . 1  I I I I I 3 ,  I 1 ,  I ~ 

- - 

\ 
\ 

\ 
' 
\ 

- \ I  
3A 

- 
\ - 
\ 

\ 38 
coals 

-%I2 
PsU 

- - 
- 

2. Hvb coals I1 
- - 

Figure 5. Mfect gf Steam Concentration 
on Gas Yield, 1'700' F 

Figure 6. Eefect of Steam Concentration 
on Carbon Conversion, 1700" F 

Figure 7. Ccaapgrative Reactivities of C o a l s  and Chars 
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.... 

Figare 8. Conversion as a Function of Vola t i l e  Matter - Steam Reacting with  Coals a t  1700' F 

I 1 1 I I I I 

14 
of a given rank. 

Arobic serial numbers indicate 
the type of fuel tested as 
listed in Table I. 

01 I 1 I I I I 1 
0 5 IO 15 20 25 30 35 

GAS YIELD, s t d c u n  per Ib dry m m f  coal 

Figure 9 .  Relation Between Fuel Conversion and Gas Yield 
I - Steam Reacting with Coals at  1700' F 
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Kinet ics  of Coal Combustion: The Inf luence  of Oxygen Concentration 
on the  Burning-Out Times of S ingle  P a r t i c l e s  

Geoffrey Beeston and Robert H. Essenhigh 

Department of Fue l  Technology and Chemical Engineering 
University of Shef f i e ld ,  England 

1. INTRODUCTION 

S ingle  p a r t i c l e s  of coa l  burn i n  two stages.  The f i r s t  is a v o l a t i l e  com- 
bus t ion  stage; and the  second, wi th  which t h i s  paper i s  pr imar i ly  concerned, i s  
burn-out of the  s o l i d  carbon res idue  l e f t  a f t e r  genera t ion  and combustion of t h e  
v o l a t i l e s .  Kine t ica l ly ,  t h i s  second, burn-out s t a g e  is a heterogeneous process in 
which oxygen r e a c t s  d i r ec t ly ,  at-and-with t h e  s o l i d  surface.  It has, therefore,  
been s tudied  extensively,  but a s  it were by proxy using r e l a t i v e l y  pure carbon i n  
p lace  of the  coa l ;  and the  v a l i d i t y  o f  ex t r apo la t ing  such r e s u l t s  d i r e c t l y  t o  coa l  
res idues  has genera l ly  been then taker, very much f o r  granted. Di rec t  work on coa l  
has, of course, been done i n  the  pas t  but t h e  r e s u l t s  (1-3) have genera l ly  been too  
few, and the  conditions too imprecise, f o r  k i n e t i c  s tud ies .  Fur ther  experiments 
have, thcrefore,  been ca r r i ed  out on s i n g l e  p a r t i c l e s  of coa l  under more p rec i se ly  
spec i f i ed  conditions, t o  check proposed k i n e t i c  equations. The f i r s t  r e s u l t s  ob- 
tained, described elsewhere (4,5), were concerned wi th  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  of burning 
time as a func t ion  of p a r t i c l e  diameter and coa l  rank, w i th  o the r  parameters such 
as oxygen concentration, temperature, and ambient ve loc i ty ,  kept constant.  The 
success of those f i r s t  experiments then encouraged extension of t h e  work t o  i n v e s t i -  
g a t e  the  influence of other parameters, and the  next  one chosen f o r  inves t iga t ion ,  
was the  oxygen concentration; t h i s  i s  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a s  it a l so  has d i r e c t  
bearing on the  assumed but disputed ( 6 )  order of r eac t ion  a t  t h e  s o l i d  surface.  
The objec t  of t h i s  present  paper is, therefore ,  t o  r epor t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of these  
f u r t h e r  experiments on the  inf luence  of oxygen concent ra t ion  on t h e  burn-out times 
of t h e  coal p a r t i c l e  residues,  together wi th  a comparison between t h e  experimental 
and predic ted  behaviour. 

2. THEORY 

As the  general, theory has been covered extensively i n  previous reviews and 
papers ( 4 ,  5, 7-9) only the  s a l i e n t  po in t s  w i l l  be quoted i n  summary here. 

The theory i s  based on t h e  o r i g i n a l  ana lys i s  by Nusselt  (10) i n  which he assum- 
ed t h a t  the  r a t e  con t ro l l i ng  process i n  t h e  r eac t ion  was t h e  r a t e  of d i f fus ion  of 
oxygen from the  mainstream t o  t h e  s o l i d  p a r t i c l e  surface,  through a boundary d i f -  
fu s ion  layer.  Reaction a t  t h e  s o l i d  sur face  was assumed t o  be instantaneous,  o r  
e f f e c t i v e l y  SO, and it w a s  a l s o  assumed t o  b e  f i r s t  order w i th  r e spec t  t o  the  
oxygen p a r t i a l  pressure adjacent t o  t h e  s o l i d  surface.  With these  l imi t ing  con- 
d i t i ons ,  Nusse ld  p red ic t ion  was t h a t  t he  t o t a l  burning time (tb) of a s o l i d  carbon 
sphere would be propor t iona l  t o  t h e  square of t h e  i n i t i a l  p a r t i c l e  diameter (do): 



thus  
‘I 

where % is  a p red ic t ab le  burning cons tan t  that i s  a func t ion  of temperature and 
oxygen p a r t i a l  pressure. 

Th i s  equation was t e s t e d  i n  t h e  previous experiments; i n  t he  f i r s t  i n s t ance  
(4) j u s t  as i t  s tands  using only a few coals, but subsequently(5) t he  number and 
rank range of  coa ls  w a s  increased  t o  determine t h e  inf luence  of coa l  rank. 
t h i s ,  burning times (of both v o l a t i l e s  and residues) of p a r t i c l e s  i n  the  s i z e  range 
4000 t o  300 microns were measured a s  a func t ion  of diameter.  The p a r t i c l e s  were 
burned in  a i r ,  between two s m a l l  hea t ing  c o i l s  of r e s i s t a n c e  w i r e ,  under r e l a t i v e -  
l y  quiescent ambient conditions,  a t  an e f f e c t i v e l y  constant temperature of about 
1000°C. I n  all, 10 coa l s  w e r e  u l t imate ly  tes ted ,  ranging in v o l a t i l e  percentage 
from 5 t o  40, and a l l  were found t o  obey t h e  eqn. (1). The value of the  burning 
cons tan t  KD had, of course,to be ad jus ted  t o  allow f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of v o l a t i l e  loss 
and swelling, but t hq  experimental values of t h e  burning constant, K, were found 
(5) t o  b e  i n  good agreement wi th  the following predic ted  r e l a t ionsh ip  between K and 

To do 

KD 

where Cf is  the  f ixed  carbon percentage; and f i s  a swelling f a c t o r  whose,values 
were found by measurement t o  be: 
coa ls  of V.M. grea te r  than 10%. The b a s i s  of t h i s  p red ic t ion  was the  assumption 
t h a t  t h e  coa ls  f i r s t  l o s t  v o l a t i l e s  a t  constant diameter, and then swelled by the 
l i n e a r  f a c t o r  f .  Th i s  then provided a co r rec t ion  f a c t o r  t o  t h e  s o l i d  dens i ty  Q 
t h a t  appears i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r e l a t i o n  fo r  % 

uni ty  f o r  coa l s  of V.M. less than 5%; and 1.5 for 

% = 1 J / 3 p ~ D ~ ( T / T ~ ) ~ * ~ ~ . l n ( l  - po) ( 3 4  

where p 
oxygen ?hrough n i t rogen;  T i s  the  absolu te  temperature; and po is t h e  ambient 
f r a c t i o n a l  oxygen concent ra t ion  (of value 0.21 f o r  a i r ) .  

i s  the  s.t.p. d e n s i t y  of air; Do is  t h e  s.t.p. d i f fus ion  coe f f i c i en t  of 

This  set of equations the re fo re  provided us  w i t h  r e l a t i o n s  between burning 
time, o r  burning constant, and the  two add i t iona l  var iab les :  oxygen concentration 
and temperature, t o  be checked by comparison wi th  measurement i n  f u r t h e r  experiments. 
Our choice of v a r i a b l e  f o r  t h e  experiments repor ted  he re  was the  f i r s t :  
oxygen concentration, f o r  t he  reasons ou t l ined  i n  t h e  Introduction. I n  doing this,  
w e  only used a s i n g l e  coa l  since,  as the q u a n t i t a t i v e  inf luence  of rank is given bY 
eqn. (2), w e  assumed t h a t  v a l i d a t i o n  on a s i n g l e  coa l  chosen a t  random should be 
s a t i s f ac to ry .  
a func t ion  of oxygen p a r t i a l  pressure,  using f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  of 
from t h e  s ing le  coa l ,  as described i n  t h e  sec t ion  following. 

t h a t  of 

The experiments were then c a r r i e d  out  by measuring burning time as 
p a r t i c l e  taken 
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3. EXPERLMENTAL 

I 

I 

I 

To burn t h e  p a r t i c l e s  i n  v a r i a b l e  but c o n t r o l l a b l e  oxygen atmospheres, a s m a l l  
combustion u n i t  w a s  used i n s i d e  a l a r g e  perspex (p lex ig lass )  box so t h a t  t h e  ambient 
atmosphere could be cont ro l led  a t  w i l l .  The combustion u n i t  was ,  i n  pr inciple ,  
t h a t  used i n  t h e  previous experiments (4 ,  5), i n  which t h e  coa l  p a r t i c l e s  were 
cemented t o  s i l i ca  f i b r e s  and held by these, can t i lever - fash ion ,  midway between 
two hor izonta l  heat ing elements of e l e c t r i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  w i r e .  

The coal  used w a s  Winter (ex-Grimethorpe); a medium bituminous coal,  No. 7 of 
the set prepared and used previously (5), of analysis:  U l t i m a t e  - 84.0%C, 5.5%H, 
8.3%OJ 1.8%NJ 0.49.S (d.m.f. by Fereday and F l i n t  (11) equat ion);  Proximate - 36.0% 
V.M., 2.6% H20, 1.7% ash, 0.77% C02. 

The perspex box used t o  house t h e  combustion u n i t  had dimensions: 1.5 by 1.5 
f t .  i n  plan sect ion,  by 3 f t .  high, (6.75 cu. f t . ) .  The oxygen atmosphere i n s i d e  
could be adjusted a s  requi red  over t h e  range 3% t o  70% 0 2 .  
atmosphere, oxygen or ni t rogen  was metered i n  as required, and t h e  ana lys i s  then 
checked by Orsat. The reason f o r  making t h e  box so l a r g e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  oxygen de- 
p l e t i o n  during combustion of a p a r t i c l e  would not then be s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and t h e  
atmosphere could, therefore ,  be taken as being e f f e c t i v e l y  i n f i n i t e ,  with the  'main 
stream' o r  ambient oxygen concentrat ion cons tan t  during t h e  r e a c t i o n  thus meeting 
t h e  spec i f ied  boundary condi t ions required by t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  ana lys i s .  In f a c t ,  
the  box was l a r g e  enough f o r  a number of p a r t i c l e s  t o  be burned without having to  
open and recharge the box f o r  each p a r t i c l e ,  and without  s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  t h e  
box's atmosphere. 
mounted i n  t h e  box, and t o  each c a r r i a g e  could be a t tached  one s i l i c a  thread w i t h  
i t s  coa l  p a r t i c l e  cemented on ready f o r  burning. A f t e r  burning, t h e  oxygen concen- 
t r a t i o n  was checked by Orsat analysis .  

T o  make up t h e  requi red  

To take advantage of t h i s ,  a r a i l  car ry ing  18 c a r r i a g e s  was 

The p a r t i c l e s  on t h e  car r iages  were moved i n t o  p o s i t i o n  between t h e  c o i l s ,  as  
and when required, by means of a c o n t r o l  rod extending o u t s i d e  t h e  box. 
c o i l s  were l a r g e r  than those used previously. In place  of the 2-cm diameter f l a t  
s p i r a l s ,  wound from 18-gauge Nichrome resistance wire, t h e  new heaters were square 
elements, of f a c e  a rea  about 5 x 5 cm., made of Nichrome s t r i p .  This  s t r i p  was 
about 112 cm. wide, and w a s  wound wi th  112 cm. spacing on a 112 cm. thick former; 
t h e  gaps between t h e  set of s t r i p s  on one s i d e  of t h e  former were, of course, sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  covered by t h e  r e t u r n  s t r i p s  on t h e  o ther  s i d e  s o  t h a t  t h e  whole face  
a rea  w a s  radiant .  The two heat ing units were then mounted hor izonta l ly  wi th  t h e i r  
faces  about 1.5 cm. apar t .  The heat ing was e l e c t r i c a l ,  as  before, cont ro l led  by a 
v a r i a b l e  transformer u n i t ;  w i t h  t h i s ,  element temperatures of up t o  1O6O0C, as 
measured by an o p t i c a l  pyrometer, could be reached. 

The heat ing 

Burning times were measured wi th  a s t o p  watch i n  p lace  of t h e  photocel l  and 
pen recorder u n i t s  used previously. The photocel l  w a s  abandoned because of l i g h t  
sh ie ld ing  and o ther  d i f f i c u l t i e s  experienced wi th  t h e  l a r g e r  heat ing elements. 
m e a n t  t h a t  very s h o r t  v o l a t i l e  burning times could not  be measured - those l a r g e r  
ones t h a t  were, w e r e  measured wi th  a second s t o p  watch. However, t h e  v o l a t i l e  
measurements t h a t  were made were found t o  e x h i b i t  such considerable  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  oxygen atmospheres t h a t  t h e i r  va lue  was g r e a t l y  reduced. 
ments were therefore  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  r e s i d u e  burning t i m e s  alone, using t h e  s t o p  
watch which w a s  found t o  be p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  these. 

This 

Most measure- 



228. 

With t h i s  apparatus, the r e s i d u e  burning times were measured a t  d i f f e r e n t  
l eve l s  of oxygen concentration as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  var iab le ,  f o r  each of t h e  follow- 
ing p a r t i c l e  sizes: 1870; 1300; 928; 649; and 388 microns. The p a r t i c l e s  were 
derived from t h e  s i n g l e  coa l ,  and burned i n  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n f i n i t e  atmosphere, a t  an 
approximately constant temperature of 1000°C. 

4. RESULTS 

4.1 g u a l i t a t i v e  Behaviour -The  gene ra l  behaviour of t h e  p a r t i c l e s  was a s  observed 
before (4 ,  5): the  p a r t i c l e s  burned i n  two stages,  w i th  the  v o l a t i l e s  (when 
they burned a t  a l l )  i g n i t i n g  f i r s t  and burning wi th  the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  l u m i -  
nous, f l i cke r ing  f l a e ;  and t h i s  was then followed i n  the  burn-out s t a g e  by 
the much s t ead ie r  glow of r e s idue  combustion. The p a r t i c l e s  d i d  not  i g n i t e  
immediately; they required t i m e  to  heat up t o  ign i t ion ,  and t h i s  i g n i t i o n  time 
increased v i t h  decrease of oxygen concentration. 
liminary, but s i g n i f i c a n t  ox ida t ion  may be occurring, w i th  s i g n i f i c a n t  hea t  
generation, before t h e  v o l a t i l e s  i gn i t ed  i n  flaming combustion. This  requi res  
closer- inves t iga t ion .  

A s  i n  t h e  previous experiments, the  v o l a t i l e s  of t he  smaller p a r t i c l e s  o f t e n  
f a i l e d  t o  i g n i t e  because of their s m a l l  quant i ty  and t h i s  f a i l u r e  increased, as 
w a s  t o  be expected, as the oxygen was reduced. Where t h e  v o l a t i l e s  d id  i g n i t e  
in reduced oxygen, t h e  usual f r a c t i o n a l  l a g  i n  time between f i n i s h  of t he  
v o l a t i l e  flame and start of t h e  res idue  combustion was occas iona l ly  increased  
t o  a long delay ranging from two t o  t h i r t y  seconds. 
t r a t i o n s ,  below 6%, t h e  burning times a l so  s t a r t e d  t o  become very sca t te red ,  

This may ind ica t e  t h a t  pre- 

A t  the  low oxygen concen- 

and a t  3%, t he  p a r t i c l e s  f a i l e d  t o  i g n i t e  a t  a l l .  1 
\ 

A t  t h e  o the r  end of the sca l e ,  a t  high oxygen concentrations,  t h e  p a r t i c l e s  
showed increas ing  tendency t o  dec rep i t a t e  o r  explode. 
t h e  c o i l s  were already up t o  temperature before the  p a r t i c l e  was in se r t ed  (as  
was the  case i n  genera l  i n  t h e s e  experiments), or whether t he  p a r t i c l e  was 
already i n  pos i t ion  ( a s  i n  the previous experiments) before switching on  t h e  
hea t ing  current.  
before the  coal becomes s u f f i c i e n t l y  p l a s t i c ,  t h i s  suggests t h a t  t h e  v o l a t i l e s  
genera t ion  must be influenced, cont ra ry  t o  previous expectation, by t h e  ambient 
oxygen concentration. T h i s  would seem t o  imply t h a t  t h e  oxygen causes some 
s i g n i f i c a n t  and rap id  change i n  the cons t i t u t ion  of the  p o t e n t i a l  v o l a t i l e  
ma te r i a l  before generation, though how it should do t h i s  is by no m e a n s  c l e a r ;  
t h i s  a l s o  requi res  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l e d  study. 
behaviour i s  f a r  better understood, and more predic tab le ,  a s  described i n  the  
s e c t  ions following . 

This happened whether 

I f  d e c r e p i t a t i o n  i s  due t o  too rap id  genera t ion  of v o l a t i l e s  

1 
! 

I n  cont ras t ,  t he  genera l  res idue  

I 

burn-out of the  residues:  , 
4.2 Inf luence  of Oxygen Concentration - By combining eqns. (1) and (3b) w e  have for 

tb = ~(Cf / loO) / f ] .kdo/ ln( l  2 - po) 
I 

(4) I 

To t e s t  t h i s  equation, t h e  experimental da t a  obtained have, therefore ,  been 
presented i n  two graphs, Figs. 1 and 2. 
log lOl ln( l  - p,)], t o  show that t h e  s lopes  of t h e  l i n e s  obta ined  are,  w i th in  

Fig. 1 is a p l o t  of: l og lo tb  against  
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reason, c lose  t o  45", o r  -1. Fig. 2 is  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l o t  of t b  aga ins t  t he  
rec iproca l  of ln(1 - po), to  show t h a t  the  p l o t s  obtained a r e  again acceptably 
l i n e a r  and passing through t h e  or ig in .  Within t h e  l i m i t s  of accuracy of the 
measurements, t hese  p l o t s  are, therefore ,  considered t o  subs t an t i a t e  eqn. (4). 

Influence of P a r t i c l e  S ize  - From eqn. (4) it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s lopes  of t h e  
l i n e s  i n  Fig. 2 (wr i t t en  as m) are r e l a t e d  t o  p a r t i c l e  s i z e  by 

4.3 

m = [(Cf /loo) If 1k.d: (5) 

This equation has i n  t u r n  been t e s t e d  by p l o t t i n g  (m)"' aga ins t  doJ as shown 
i n  Fig. 3. Here again the  p l o t  i s  reasonably l i nea r ,  and a l s o  passes through 
the  or ig in .  
ed t o  subs t an t i a t e  eqn. (5). 

Comparison wi th  P red ic t ion  - Now, the  s lope  of Fig.  3 (wr i t t en  a s  M) i s  an 
experimental quant i ty  whose value i s  predic ted  from t h e  appropr ia te  terms i n  
eqns. (3a) and (5), thus: 

Again wi th in  t h e  limits of accuracy of t h i s  p lo t ,  it is consider- 

4.4 

For the  Winter coal, Cf i s  60.7; f i s  1.5; and U i s  1.25. 
1.3 x 
(273OK) is  0.181 sq.cm/sec. 
(127390, as i n  the  previous experiments. With these  values,  t h e  ca l cu la t ed  
value of M2 is 225; w e  the re fo re  have for M(calc , )  a va lue  of 15, which is  
prec ise ly  the experimental va lue  obtained from t h e  s lope  of F ig .  3. This exac t  
agreement i s  c l e a r l y  f o r t u i t o u s ;  but w i th in  an e r r o r  of  5%, which i s  t h e  e s t i -  
pa t e  of t he  o v e r a l l  e r r o r  i n  both experimental and ca l cu la t ed  values, it is 
c l ea r  t h a t  agreement i s  s t i l l  sa t i s f ac to ry .  Since t h i s  agreement w a s  obtained 
by using the  rank-influence equation (2), t h i s  a l s o  supports t he  assumption 
macle t h a t  va l ida t ion  of t he  t e s t ed  equations using a s i n g l e  coal, but chosen 
a t  random, would probably be sa t i s f ac to ry .  

Burning Constant - This is  the  cons tan t  KD o r  K of eqn. (1). 
almost un iversa l ly  from measurements made i n  a i r ,  so t abu la t ed  va lues  (as i n  
Reviews 7, 8) a r e  given f o r  po = 0.21. 
i s  c l e a r  t ha t  

For a i r ,  Po i s  
g /cc ;  Do f o r  oxygen d i f fus ing  through n i t rogen  a t  temperature To 

The p a r t i c l e  temperature i s  taken a s  1000°C 

4.5 It is  ca lcu la ted  

From eqns. (l), (Z), (3), and ( 6 ) ,  it 

(7) 
2 K = M /h(l - po) 

2 
Hence wi th  a va lue  for:  

This i s  lower than 0.21; t h i s  g ives  a value f o r  K 
(though c lose  to)  the  value obta inea  i n  t h e  previous experiments (5) f o r  t h i s  
same coal (previous value: - 1095 sec/sq.cm) but t h i s  may be accounted f o r  
i n  p a r t  by the  d i f f e rence  b e p e e n  the  logarithmic term [ ln( l  - po)] and the  
f i r s t  term of i t s  expansion [pol  s ince  t h e  former has been used i n - t h i s  paper, 
but the  l a t t e r  was used i n  the  previous paper (5); t he  t h e o r e t i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
a re  compared i n  the  two eqns. (3b) and ( 3 c ) .  Use of t h e  f i r s t  term expansion 
as i n  eqn. (3c) i s  very cornon, and i s  genera l ly  accepted as being v a l i d  f o r  

M of 225; and f o r  ln(l - po) of 0.235 when po is 
of 957 sec/sq.cm. 

(talc 1 
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air  o r  v i t i a t e d  a i r .  Just how widely the  two terms d i f f e r  a t  enriched concen- 
t r a t ions ,  is shown by Fig. 4 i n  which t h e  logarithmic term is  p l o t t e d  aga ins t  
po. In v i t i a t e d  a i r  t h e  two are c l e a r l y  resonably comparable, but even in a i r  
i t s e l f  the d i f f e rence  amounts t o  near ly  1% (0;235 compared wi th  0.21). Use 
of t h e  Ln term i n  p lace  of po i n  t h e  previous experiments would therefore,  
reduce t h e  value of 1095 t o  978. 
new value  of 957 is w e l l  w i t h i n  5% but can i n  any case  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  un- 
c e r t a i n t y  in the  p rec i se  temperature i n  t h e  two cases. Agreement, however, is  
regarded as acceptable. 

The s ign i f i cance  of t h e  logar i thmic  term also showed up i n  t h e  graphs of Figs.  
1, 2, and 3. To check t h e i r  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  the f i r s t  expansion term i n  p lace  
of  t h e  f u l l  expression, similar p l o t s  were prepared (not reproduced) with po 
in  p lace  of l n (1  - po)- The p l o t s  were found t o  vary s i g n i f i c a n t l y  as follows: 
i n  equiva len t  Fig. 1, the  p l o t s  showed s l i g h t  but de tec tab le  curvature i n  s p i t e  
of the  f a i r l y  considerable scatter; i n  equivalent Fig. 2, convincingly s t r a i g h t  
lines could be run through the points,  but the p l o t s  then showed marked i n t e r -  
cep ts  on the  oxygen-function axis, and the displacements from t h e  o r i g i n  were 
found t o  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ;  f i n a l l y ,  i n  equivalent Fig. 3, a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  could again be run through t h e  points,  but again only wi th  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  in te rcept .  
by f a r  t h e  bes t  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  of the  o r i g i n a l  Nusselt  ana lys i s  i n  terms of t h e  
d i f fus ion- f i lm theory of r eac t ion - ra t e  cont ro l .  What is ye t  undetermined, how- 
ever, a r e  the  limits of a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of the  Nusselt  equation and ana lys i s ;  t h i s  
i s  considered b r i e f l y  in t h e  next section. 

The fu r the r  d i f f e rence  between this,  and the  

This agreement w i t h  t he  logarithmic term thus provides 

5. DISCUSSION 

5.1 Reaction Order - As s t a t e d  in  the  Introduction, one of t h e  p r inc ipa l  reasons 
f o r  car ry ing  out  t h e  work described was t o  provide a more d i r e c t  check on the  
assumed order of r e a c t i o n  a t  t he  s o l i d  surface. Now, because of t h e  adjacent 
d i f f u s i o n  layer, t h a t  under t h e s e  quiescent conditions is ra te -cont ro l l ing ,  i t  
is only poss ib l e  t o  check t h e  sur face  order  of r eac t ion  ind i r ec t ly .  
w e  assume some appropr ia te  va lue  f o r  the sur face  order of r eac t ion  and then 
deduce what net, overa l l ,  o r  'g loba l '  o rder  of r eac t ion  should then follow. 
F i r s t  of all,  i n  choosing an order f o r  t h e  sur face  reaction, w e  have (7) two 
extreme l imi t ing  values: zero, when the  temperature is low enough f o r  the  
su r face  chemisorption sites t o  be f u l l y  sa tu ra t ed  a t  a l l  times; and (2) unity,  
when the  temperature is high enough for  t h e  sequence of chemisorption, followed 
by desorption, t o  be e f f e c t i v e l y  instantaneous. A t  intermediate temperatures 
the  r e a c t i o n  approximates t o  a f r a c t i a n a l  order. 
a l s o  t akes  place, t h e  lower l i m i t i n g  order  is then r a i s e d  from zero t o  112. 

Superimposed on t h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  t h e  oxygen supply by boundary l aye r  diffusion. 
Now, i n  t he  f i r s t  place, i f  t he  temperature i s  h igh  enough f o r  f i r s t  order 
r eac t ion  to p reva i l  then w e  get the burning time equation t h a t  combines both 
the  d i f fus iona l  and adsorp t ion  r e s i s t a n c e  (91, 

To do t h i s  

(1) 

I f  i n t e r n a l  or pore r eac t ion  

t b  = Kcdo (8) 

where Kc is the  high-temperature chemical burning constant;  and % is  the  
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I di f fus iona l  burning constant. 
l i n e a r  equation, o r  a square law equation, according t o  whether d i f f u s i o n  i s  
unimportant o r  dominant. 

This c l e a r l y  has l imi t s , respec t ive ly ,of  a 

A t  the  other  extreme of low temperatures, when t h e  r e a c t i o n  order  i s  zero, t h e  
burning t i m e  equat ion i s  l i n e a r  only (9) 

tb - Ktdo (9) 

where K i  i s  t h e  low-temperature chemical burning constant .  

A t  in termediate  temperatures t h e  burning time i s  propor t iona l  t o  some inter- 
mediate power of the diameter, do, where n l i es  between 1 and 2. 
fore,  obvious t h a t  determinat ion of the power index n i n  any burning t i m e  
experiments w i l l  g ive  a c l e a r  guide t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  importance of t h e  three  
f a c t o r s  considered: (i) r a t e  of d i f fus ion;  (ii) r a t e  of chemisorption; and 
( i i i )  r a t e  of oxide-film decomposition. 
q u i t e  unambiguous i n  implying t h a t  the  r a t e  of boundary layer  d i f f u s i o n  dominates 
the  reac t ion  control :  and t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  coro l la ry  of t h i s  i s  t h a t  the  sur face  
rate-of-adsorpt ion r e a c t i o n  must be f i r s t  order.  

I n  concluding t h a t  the  r e a c t i o n  i n  our experiments was i n  t h e  high temperature 
region, and d i f f u s i o n  control led,  w e  have a l toge ther  three confirmatory poin ts  
provided by the  experimental r e s u l t s .  (1) The f i r s t  i s  t h e  'square-law' 
agreement i l l u s t r a t e d  by the square-root p l o t  of Fig. 3 ;  i f  t h e  addi t iona l  
chemical t e r m  i n  eqn. 8 - Kcdo - w a s  a l s o  important, the l i n e  would be curved 
w i t h  a tendency t o  an i n t e r c e p t  on the t axis .  Other checks such as p l o t t i n g  
( t  /d  ) agains t  do confirmed t h a t  Kc was negl ig ib le  under t h e  condi t ions of 
experiment. W e  a l s o  have t h e  agreement between t b  and t h e  oxygen func t ion  
l n ( 1  - po). Since Kc i s  inversely proport ional  t o  po (9), then i f  t h i s  was 
important t h e  p l o t  of t b  aga ins t  l / p o  would not have been so poor i n  comparison 
with the p l o t  of Fig. 2 aga ins t  l/ln(l - po), as discussed i n  sec. 4.5. 
There is  f i n a l l y  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  agreement between t h e  experimental and ca lcu la ted  
values  of the burning constant  (wr i t ten  as  K ins tead  o f  KD a f t e r  cor rec t ion  f o r  
coa l  rank and swel l ing by eqn. 2) as  described i n  sec. 4.5. 

Since t h e  r e a c t i o n  i s  ev ident ly  d i f f u s i o n  control led,  i t  follows t h a t  the  sur face  
reac t ion  must be f i r s t  order. 

n It is, there-  

I n  par t icu lar ,  a value of 2 f o r  n i s  

b o  
(2) 

(3) 

5.2 Boundary Layer Thickness - A secondary poin t  of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a l s o  emerges from 
t h i s  i s  a r e f l e x i o n  on t h e  quest ion of boundary layer  thickness .  
ing heat and mass t r a n s f e r  t o  spheres it i s  almost un iversa l  t o  use Nusselt's 
concept of t h e - e f f e c t i v e  or  ' f i c t i t i o u s '  boundary layer  thickness .  I f  t h e  
oxygen concentrat ion a t  t h e  s o l i d  sur face  of t h e  p a r t i c l e  of r a d i u s , a , i s  zero, 
i t s  value a t  any o ther  radius , r , f rom t h e  center  of the  p a r t i c l e  is  given 
approximately by 

I n  c a l c u l a t -  

Since p rises t o  t h e  main-stream va lue  po only when r becomes i n f i n i t e ,  the  
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r ea l ,  phys ica l  boundary l aye r  must c l e a r l y  be of i n f i n i t e  thickness i f  it is  
defined as the  d is tance  requi red  f o r  p t o  reach the  main-stream value. I f ,  
however, (following Nusselt  (10)) t h e  r e a l  behavfour ind ica ted  by eqn. (10) 
i s  replaced by an equiva len t  behaviour such t h a t  p i s  a s s k d  t o  r i s e  l i n e a r l y  
t o  po and then t o  remain constant w i th  r, the  main stream value i s  then reached 
a t  the  Nusselt f i c t i t i o u s  f i l m  thickness a t  r = 2a, o r  one rad ius  out  from the  
su r face  of the p a r t i c l e .  It should be rea l i sed ,  however, t h a t  a t  r = 2a, 
p = po/2 (from eqn. 10 ) ;  i n  o ther  words, the  actual,  phys ica l  rise i n  p is only 
ha l f  t h e  f i c t i t i o u s  value. This can be represented i n  another way by r e l a t i n g  
the  f i c t i t i o u s  f i lm  th ickness  t o  a def inable  r ea l ,  o r  phys ica l  f i l m  thickness. 
This can be defined wi th  phys ica l  realism as the  d is tance  wi th in  which p rises 
to,  say, 999. of the main stream va lue  ( t h i s  is a standard so lu t ion  to  continuum 
problems i n  which some re l evan t  parameter reaches i t s  l imi t ing  va lue  only a t  
i n f i n i t y ) .  We then have t h a t ,  wr i t i ng  the boundary l aye r  thickness a s  8, 

'OoS( f i c t i t i o u s )  '(physical) = lOOa 3 

The s igni f icance  of t h i s  becomes immediately apparent when considering the  
behaviour of d u s t  flames s i n c e  the  i n t e r p a r t i c l e  d i s t ance  a t  a s to ich iometr ic  
concentration i s  genera l ly  of the order only of 30 p a r t i c l e  diameters. 
means t h a t  i n  r ea l ,  physical  terms, a s  opposed to  f i c t i t i o u s  fi lm-thickness 
terms, most of t he  oxygen i s  already wel l  i n s ide  the  boundary layer  of one 
p a r t i c l e  o r  another in the  flame. It i s  c lear ,  therefore,  t h a t  d i r e c t  ex t ra -  
po la t ion  of the r e s u l t s  i n  t h i s  paper t o  p a r t i c l e s  i n  dust flames should b e  made 
wi th  caution. 

Now, i n  addi t ion  t o  the  po in t s  made above, a fu r the r  complication t h a t  emerges 
i s  the  addi t iona l  inadequacy of t he  f i c t i t i o u s  f i lm  concept, even for  purposes 
of ca lcu la t ion ,  over t he  range of oxygen concentraiions used i n  our experiments. 
Because our range was high, and t h e  oxygen function l n ( 1  - po) could not be 
approximated by po (as  shown i n  Fig. 4) ,  it means t h a t  eqn. (10)-which i s  also 
based on the  same approximation of po f o r  l n ( l  - po) - is  a l so  inadequate to 
descr ibe  the  behaviour of t h e  oxygen concentration over our f u l l  experimental 
range. 
i t  i s  so  complex a s  t o  be va lue le s s  as it is then e a s i e r  t o  so lve  the  i n i t i a l  
d i f f e r e n t i a l  equation and n o t  t o  bother about t he  ' shor t  c u t '  of using an e f -  
f e c t i v e  o r  f i c t i t i o u s  f i l m  thickness.  

Range of Appl icabi l i ty  - The f i n a l  po in t  t o  be considered a s  a consequence of 
these  r e s u l t s  i s  t h e i r  range of app l i cab i l i t y :  
c a t i o n  i s  of p a r t i c u l a r  importance. 

Now, what w e  have e s t ab l i shed  so f a r  is t h a t  the  s o l i d  sur face  r eac t ion  is  f i r s t  
order a t  a temperature a s  low as 1000°C. This, however, was unexpected, being 
abaut 200° lower than the  expected value of the  'higher c r i t i c a l  temperature'. 
This was estimated, by assessment (7) of the  ava i l ab le  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a t  1200°C. 
Below tha t ,  through t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  range down t o  800"C, t he  r eac t ion  order was 
expected t o  drop progress ive ly  from uni ty  t o  zero. 
apparent cont rad ic t ion  would appear t o  be a consequence of t he  inf luence  of the 

This 

An e f f e c t i v e  f i l m  th ickness  can s t i l l  be defined, but t he  expression for 

5.3 
t he  temperature range of appl i -  

The explanation f o r  t h i s  



t 
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ambient gas  v e l o c i t y  on t h e  boundary layer  thickness. 
ve loc i ty  i s  t o  promote such increased speed of mixing of the ambient gases that  
t h e  thickness  of the boundary layer,  however defined, i s  progress ive ly  reduced. 
I n i t i a l l y ,  t h i s  must s teepen t h e  oxygen concentrat ion gradient ,  with t h e  r e s u l t  
tha t  both oxygen t ransfer ,  and therefore  r e a c t i o n  rate, a r e  increased. This 
increase can proceed j u s t  so fa r ,  up t o  t h e  poin t  t h a t  t h e  rate of chemisorption 
exceeds the  r a t e  of reac t ion ,  and a t  that  point  t h e  coverage of the s o l i d  
surface by t h e  chemisorbed f i l m  must increase ;  t h e  s y f a c e  r e a c t i o n  order  then 
becomes f rac t iona l ,  and can drop progressively t o  zero as t h e  ambient v e l o c i t y  
a l so  increases. This means t h a t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  range of temperature between t h e  
two extreme r e a c t i o n  condi t ions i s  v e l o c i t y  dependent. This dependence i s  shown 
very c l e a r l y  by t h e  s i n g l e  sphere experiments of Tu, Davis, and Hot te l  (12), but 
t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  funct ion r e l a t i n g  the  two i s  s t i l l  unknown. 

It would therefore  seem t h a t  previously published experiments t h a t  were assessed 
a s  showing a f i r s t  order  r e a c t i o n  only down t o  12OO0C, cannot y e t  be d i r e c t l y  
cor re la ted  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  of our experiments because the  previous ones were 
c a r r i e d  out  i n  flowing systems, w h i l s t  ours  were i n  e f f e c t i v e l y  quiescent systems. 
The increased f i l m  thickness  t h a t  must have e x i s t e d  i n  our experiments can 
account q u a l i t a t i v e l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  order r e a c t i o n  down a s  low as 1000°C, but  
t h i s  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n  between temperature and v e l o c i t y  is now, i n  our opinion, t h e  
most outstanding problem of the combustion system r e q u i r i n g  t o  be resolved by 
fu ture  work. 

The e f f e c t  of ambient 

6. CONCLUSIONS 

For-coal  p a r t i c l e s  i n s i d e  t h e  s i z e  range 350 microns t o  2 m.m., burning i n  
v i t i a t e d  and enriched O2 atmospheres (3% to  70%), a t  about 1000°C, under quiescent 
ambient conditions, t h e  combustion behaviour was found t o  be as  follows: 

(1) Qual i ta t ive  behaviour was, i n  general, s imi la r  t o  t h a t  observed previously 
w i t h  coal  p a r t i c l e s  burning i n  a i r ;  f o r  p a r t i c l e s  l a r g e  enough, combustion proceded 
i n  two sequent ia l  s tages:  
res idue  combustion. 

(i) v o l a t i l e  evolut ion and combustion; followed by ( i i )  

(2) P a r t i c l e s  be low 1 m.m. tended t o  produce too s m a l l  a quant i ty  of v o l a t i l e s  
f o r  t h e i r  combustion, because of low l i m i t  requirements. The frequency of t h i s  
combustion f a i l u r e  tended t o  increase  as the oxygen concentrat ion w a s  reduced. 
3% oxygen, even t h e  res idues  f a i l e d  t o  ign i te .  A t  high oxygen concentrat ions the  
p a r t i c l e s  ign i ted  and burned s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  but  they showed increas ing  tendency t o  
d e c r e p i t a t e  o r  explode. 

A t  

(3) Quant i ta t ive ly ,  only t h e  res idue  combustion was examined i n  d e t a i l .  Burn- 
ing times of the  res idues  ( tb)  were found experimentally t o  obey t h e  r e l a t i o n  p r e d i c t -  
ed from the  Nusselt d i f f u s i o n  theory of r e a c t i o n  control :  

where po i s  t h e  ambient oxygen concentrat ion;  and m is a p r e d i c t a b l e  constant. 
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(4) The r e s u l t s  a l s o  
between the  constant m and 

', 

! 
i 

showed good agreement w i t h  t h e  following predic ted  r e l a t i o n  
t h e  init ial  p a r t i c l e  diameter G: 

2 2  m = I d o  

i where M i s  another p red ic t ab le  cons tan t .  

( 5 )  The experimental va lue  of t h e  second constant M w a s  a lso  found t o  be in  good 
agreement w i t h  the predic ted  value,  as ca lcu la ted  from t h e  r e l a t i o n  

0 -75 . .  3 = [(cf/l0o)/f] ~ / 3  p D, (T/T,) 

where Cf is the  f ixed  carbon of the  coal;  f is the  swelling f a c t o r  (of value 1.5 f o r  
bituminous coa l s ) ;  @ i s  the  s o l i d  p a r t i c l e  density;  Qo i s  t h e  s.t.p. density of a i r ;  
Do is the  s.t.p. c o e f f i c i e n t  of oxygen d i f fus ing  through n i t rogen;  T i s  the  absolute 
temperature and To is the  r e fe rence  temperature of 273°K. The predic ted  and experi-  
mental va lues  of M2 were in f a c t  i den t i ca l ,  a t  225;  although this exact agreement was 
f o r t u i t o u s  it is  s t i l l  e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  wi th in  the expected limits of e r ro r ,  

(6) The burning cons tan t  K i n  the  Nusselt  square-law equation 

was a l so  calculated,  being g iven  by 

2 K = M /ln(l - po) I 

The va lue  was 957 c.g.s. un i t s ,  and t h i s  is in  adequate agreement wi th  values obtained 
previously f o r  t h i s  same coa l  under s imi l a r  (though not  i den t i ca l )  experimental con- 
d i t ions .  

(7) This genera l  agreement wi th  pred ic t ion  the re fo re  subs t an t i a t e s  t h e  primary 
assumption of t he  t h e o r e t i c a l  ana lys i s :  
p a r t i c l e  su r face  with r e spec t  t o  oxygen concent ra t ion  i s  unity.  
the  r e s u l t s  t h a t  the r a t e  of d i f f u s i o n  i s  the  slow s t e p  t h a t  dominates the  reac t ion  
ra te ,  and t h a t  the  importance of  t he  chemisorption process i s  neg l ig ib l e  under the  
conditions of experiment. There is background evidence from other -previous  experi-  
ments, however, ind ica t ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t r u e  only f o r  t h e  f u l l y  quiescent system; 
and tha t ,  i n  a ve loc i ty  f i e l d  a t  these temperatures, the chemisorption process i s  
l i k e l y  t o  become s ign i f i can t ,  and increas ingly  so with  increas ing  ve loc i ty .  
now the outstanding po in t  r equ i r ing  inves t iga t ion  in any subsequent work. 

t h a t  t he  order  of r eac t ion  a t  the s o l i d  
It a l s o  follows from 

This is  

4 

f 
The work described i n  t h i s  paper formed a p a r t  of a genera l  program of research 
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VdUeS of log,[ Ine(l-h)] 

FIG I - Double logarithmic plot of burning time, tb.0gainsl 
the oxygen p r t d  pressure function, lnJ-& 

FIG 2- Llneor plot of burning tune, t b  ,agoinst the reciprocal of the oxygw, dartlol preSSure 
function Ine( I-PO ) 
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Bergbau-Forschmg GmbH, Essen-Bay 

The theory of heterogeneous reactions' ' 2 )  is applicable to the combustion 
and gasification of solid fuels. In connection herewith the passage of 

The Theory of Gasification and its Application 
to Graphite and Uetallurgical Coke 

1.1. The rapidity constant of the chemical reaction 

The gasification of fixed carbon with carbon dioxrde(Boudouard's reaction) 1 
is a reaction of the'first order(6). Thus, the speed of the reaction , 

'fixed + co2 = 2  CO 

is governed by the equation: 

dx E = k.0.m.c 

where x = quantity of converted carbon (g) 

i t = reaction time 
m = quantity of coke 
0 = sum of the external and internal surfaces cm /g 

k = reaction speed constant 

(set 1 
( g )  * 2  

c = concentration of C02 L/;m3? 
(cm /cm sec) 

In the range of the technically interesting temperatures the back reactior) 
1 

i.e. the decomposition of the carbon monoxide 1 
( 3 )  2 co = c + CO2 

does n o t  play any part. 
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3quLtiOn (2) indicates the effective conversion in such ceSeS where k. is 
SO small t%at the stream of gas can reach the reactive surface c-uickly 
enough. At sufficiently low temperatures this will always be the case; 
For 30udouard’s reaction 08 industrial coke the upper temperature limit 
is situated at about 1100 C. 
:&en the reaction gas flows through a bed of coke (Fig. 1 ) )  .fornation 
of co leads to a continuous decrease in the CO concentration. Eoreover, 
the speed of flow nil1 increase, which is due $ 0  the increase of the 
nuzber of molecules engaged in Boudouard’s reaction. In these conditions, 
the quantity of CO converted in the unit of tiae along e layer of 
infinitely small &ickness is determined by the equation 

d x = -d [v(x) (4) 

n = C atoms transferred 
..:/here in = quantity of coke (5)  

(cm3/sec) 

1 = height scf  the layer (cm) 
c(x) = CO concentretion at point x ( dcm3 1 
r:x)  = voluminal velocity at point x 

Let u s  assume that the stream of C02 having a speed vo and a concentra- 
tion c o  penetrates f n t o a c o k e  layerof equal c r o s s  sectional area at any 
goint; then the speed vo at ulg point of this layer is 

2v0 . c 
co + c(x) 

0 v (x) = 

Substitution of equation ( 5 )  into equation (4) and integration over x 
from zero to 1 leads to 

3 

After integretion between the lixits indicated equatiorz ( 6 )  adogts the 
Zollowing ? o m :  

1. 
xhere c1 = the concentration of C 0 2  in the outsoing gas (g/’cm’) 

Often the differentiation plays a great part in the experimental deter- 
mination of the reaction speed. m, co and vo c a n  be fixed in such a :“le;i 

t&t the required apparatuses do not becoze too expensive. c can be 
determined bjr gas analysis; its value sholild range between 4b and 80 $. 
71th lower Co concentrations .;le come into a range where the concentra- 
tion of SO idibits Boudouard‘s reaction (10 -13 ) .  Higher CO, concen- 
trition, by contrast, require a very high accuracy of enslyzis, as in 
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their range even great changes of the rsaction speed entail only siight 
modifications of the C02 concentration. 

7ith the experiaental conditions as described and the values of C02 con- 
centration found in the outgoing gzs ,  the groduct k. 0 can be calculated 
quite simply. As, however, it is difficult .to determine the surface of 
reaction 0, k and 0 are combined to form the reaction speed constant 
which is based upon the weight unit instead of the unit of sur- 
face : 

/ 

km = k -  0 

This value km is called nreactivityn in the following chagters,;its di- 
3 mension is cm /g sec. 

If the method used for the determination of the reactivity involves 
direct weighing of the loss of weight of the coal, whilst the CO, con- 
centration in The outgoing gas, cl, differs only slightly from its con- 
centration co when errtering the reaction chamber, it is easier to use 
equation ( 2 )  in the form: 

- 

dx 
dt - =  k'. m. C' 

where k' = reaction speed constant ( 1  sec c' = concentration of CO, (g/cm 4 )  . )  under the existing conditions 
~~~~~ 

3 concentration of C 0 2  (g/cm ) under standard conditions 

In this case the loss of weight during gasification is indicated by k', 
and the following nuinerical relation exists between kn and k': 

k' = 5,02 . 10'~ k, (10) 

1.2. Beactivity as a function of temperature 

The dependence of the reactivity ugon temperature is expressed in 
Arrhenius's forinula: E. 

(11) -2T k = 3 . e  m 

where H = the frequency factor 
E = activation energy 
3. = gas constmt 
T = the abso l i l t e  tengerature 

3 (cm / e  set) 
(kcal/Mol.) 
(kcal/mol degree) 
(degrees Kelviq) 

3y >lotting log k, or l o g  k' agaicst 1 , me obtain a straight line with 

the gradient 5 . 3rom this greaieDt, t h e  ictivation energy E can be de- 
T 

8 
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termined. Figure 2 shows schematically the 'run of this straight line 
within range I. 

1.3. The influence of diffusion upon the reaction speed constant and 
the energy of activation. 

The validity of 2.11 the foregoing considerations is unrestricted only as 
long as the problems of molecular passage of materials during the gasi- 
fication process do  not yet come into play. With rising temperatures, 
however; tie chemical reactivity will increase to such a degree that 
tke diffusion of the gasifying agent in the carbon and towards the car- 
bon, z-s- the slowest step of a whole chain of physical and chemical re- 
actions, becoraes the dominant factor (1,2). 

1.4. Pore diffusion 

3ith rising temperature the reaction speed increase? in conformity with 
eouation 

and the diffusion speed according to equation: 

D = Do ._ 
2 

where D = diffusion speed ( cm2/sec 1 
Do = diffusion speed constant (cm /sec) 

As k rises much more sharply than D, the concentration of the gasifying 
agezt in the pores of the fuel begins to darease, beyond a certain tem- 
perature limit, as compared with its concentration in the ambient gas. 
This means that the conversion can utilize the internal surface only to 
a lesser degree, as expressed in equation 

d x  
dt = * q 

to 
Seyond a zone of transition the utilization coefficientTis proportionalA 
the reciprocai value of the catalyser coefficientQ(1,2). 

where L = length of pores (cm) 
(cm) r = dianeter of pores 

For coke it is admissible to replace the length of pores by half the 
diameter of the l m p  d/2. Substitution of equations (14) and (15) into 
equation (2) leads to 
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As, according to equations (12) and (IS), the reaction speed k rises 
much more rapidly than the diffusion speed aD with the temperature, 

This is to say that in the case of pore diffusion the activation energy 
is reduced to half its value. In figure 2 this is schematically repre- 
sented by the straight line within range 11. 

1.5. Boundary film diffusion 

If the reaction speed continues to increase with rising temperature,the 
conversion is restricted to the external surface of the fuel. Around 
the piece of coke forms a boundary film through which the gasifying agent 
will diffuse towards the place of the reaction. Under these conditions 
the reaction speed mainly depends on this diffusion process which is 
governed by Pick's first law: 

ax 2 C  - = - D F  - 
2 

9 at 

where F = external surface of the coke (cm 
9 = distance f r o m  the coke surface (cm) 

In the boundary layer the concentration shows a linear decrease: 

dc cO - = - -  s CY$ 
Substitution into equation (18) leads to 

cO 

S 
.E = D i . F . -  

The determination of $ is an aerodynamic problem whi.ch can be solved as 
follows: The transfer . of heat on surfaces is governed by the general 
law: 

where q = quantity of heat' (Gal 
o( = coefficient of heat transfer C)cal/cm2 sec°C) 
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On the other side the flow of heat in a layer can be expressed as 
f o l l o ~ v s :  

dq= 1 . P .  dT 

dt T f  

where A = thermal conductivity (cal/cm sec O C )  

According to equation ( l g ) ,  the temperature gradient 9 is constant 

as ael-1 as & ; thus, 
d S  

Division of equation ( 2 3 )  by equation. (21) leads to the next equation 
from which the thickness of the boundary layer 6 can be determined. 

3rom m m j  measurements the ratio is known for pieces of coke in a 

free stream of gas, as well as for coke grains in layers and fluidized 
beds; a s a  rule the following basis is assumed: 

Bu = b . 9e 

R 

(25) 
a 

3y substituting irto ?quation (24) the value of d obtained from equa- 
2 

tion(25), we get the thickness of the bour,d?ry lager 
substituted into equation (20') : 

6 whose velue is 

( 2 6 )  

71th sufficient accuracy the kinematic viscosity4 can be assumed to be 
equal to the diffusion speed D, whose dependency upon the temperature 
is expressed by eguation (13). Using a sha-oe factor I", the external sur- 
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face of the mass of coke (m) can be calculated fromthe equation 
6 f m  

F =  

k d  
where F = shape factor ( 0 ; : )  

@ = apparent density of the piece of coke (g/cmj) 

To derive co from the standard concentration cao, the temperature T 
and the pressure p have to be taken into account as-usually: 

273 P - 
'0 - 'No 

T 760 

Takin 
tion $26) the final formula: 

into account equations (IS), (27) and ( 2 8 )  'we obtain from equa- 

- 1 -a 'ITp daT2 To.8 - 1.8a 
m dt dx = 2.16 f b Do F 

In practice, the power a is about 0.5, so that the final formula in most 
cases reads as follows: 

1 1 - .' = 2.16 f b Do 'NP 
P d fl *0.1 

m d t  

In the range of boundary film diffusion the dependency upon the tem- 
perature 'P is almost negli ible, as aDpears from the homontal str t h 
of the curve in rvlge I11 ?see fig. 2). The proportionality to I/d 'rS 
reflects the great importance of the piece size in gasification pro- 
cesses at very high temperatures. 

1.6. Dependency on the conditions of gasification I 

Practically, each range of reaction is characterized by a straight line 
in the Arrhenius diagram, the three straight sections being linked to- 
gether by shorter or widec..arches. If the conditions are changed, the 
straight lines are shifted, as will be shown in detail in the light of 
the three final equations, applicable to the three ranges, viz. 72) ,  
(191,  and (30). 

In the range of chemical reaction the particle size d is not influential 
upon the intensity of gasification. In the other ranges crushing of the 
coke leads to a higher intensity of gasification; in fact, in renge I1 
the may of diffusion up to tbe internal surface is reduced, whereas in 
range 111 the reactive external surface is enlarged. In the irrhenius 
diagram LFig. 3) the straight lines show a garallel upward dkglacenent 
with decreasing particle size in the range I1 and 111, whereas the 
transition zone between range I and I1 is shifted to the left, i.e. 
towards higher tenperatures. 
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.In ranges I a n d  I1 the increase in the internal surface 0 entails a pro- 
portional intensification of g5,sification. In range 11, where C02 is 
completely converted on the external surface the internal surface does 
not play any Dart. In the Srrhenius di-agram (Fig. 4) the straight lines 
show a parallel upward displacement -.r:ith increasing surfece 0 in ranges 
I and 11, and the transition ~m range I1 to I11 is shifted to the 
right. 

The speed is influential upon the decrease in CO concentration during 
the passage through the layer of coke. Only for %his . re&son,not direct- 
ly the intensity of gasification is influenced by the speed of f l o w  in 
ranges I and 11. In range 111, however, the speed of flow does influence 
the thickness of the adhering boundary layer. Here, a decrease in the 
boundary layer thickness results in a steeper gradient of concentration, 
in stronger boundary film diffusion a n d  in a greater intensity of gasi- 
fication (Big. 5). 

2. Measurements 

2.1. haaaratuses 
2.1.1. Gas-analytical method 

?or determining the reactivity of fine-grained coke we have used an 
apparatus (Fig. 6) which differs only slightly f ron  thit designea by 
Kop9ers and Jenkner (15-17). Xecent exgeriments of Dahme end Junker (18) 
as well as of Hedden have confirmed the usefulness of thiszrangement 
and ha.ve made it possible for conclusions to be drawn from the results 
with regzrd to the kinetics of reaction (19). The measuring method (20) 
may be briefly described as follows: 

Analytically pure C02 flows at a speed of 2.5. cm /see. through a reacticn 
tube 20 m in diameter. This tube is blown from quartz, thdoke sample 
is resting upon a frit. In our tests the weight of the coke in the tube 
was 2.5. or 5 g. The gas flows downstream through the layer of coke and 
leaves the reaction zone through the frit. Through a pipe the outgoing 
gas f l o w s  into the analyser, via. an azotometer, which has been adapted 
to the special puroose. In many cases an infra-red analyser mas used. 
The oven is designed in such a way that the reaction tengerature is rexhd 
after 10 minutes and the first measurement can be carried out after 
15 minutes. The temperature is measured 10 mm above the frit with a 
platinum-rhodium couple. 

3 

2.1.2. Ueasurements on lumns of coke 

For the determination of the intensity of gasification of lumpy coke up 
to temperatures of 1500 O C  an apsaratus has been developed (see Pig.7) 
which is not based on the principle of gas analysis but on the gravi- 
metric determination of the l o s s  of weight. The samples used in this 
method, are coke cylinders 40 mrh high and 20 m in diameter. A ceramic 
tube is suspended from a -balance which records the time and the l o s s  
of weight. Through the tube a platinum-rhodium couple is introduced 
into the coke sample. This arrangement makes it possible to continuously 
observe the temperature of reaction in the coke samgle during 
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weighing. Because of the endothermic reaction, this temperature differs 
from the temperature of the gas; at high temperatures the difference 
may reach values of some 50 C. The throughput of gas is 400 l/h for 
each measurement. This means that the conc.entration of CO in the out- 
going gas is only small and negligible in the calculation. 

2.2. Ueasuring results 

Our reactivity measurements were preceded by investigations intended 
to determine the influence of different factors upon the measuring 
accuracy. 

2.2.1. Material used and sampling method 

The electrode graphite used in our tests was ash-free, and thanks to 
its high graphitizing temperature it could be looked upon as a good 
primary material for the measurements intended. Eicroscopical deter- 
mination of the pore volume and the pore structure, however, revealed 
significant differences from which an influence upon the reactivity 
was to be expected. In fact, the values found varied withm/the following 
limits : 

Po rositg: 19.3 to 29.3 .16 
Average pore size: 14 to 1 9 k  
Number of pores per mm: 12 to 16 

The electrode graphite samples were received from the producer in form 
of cylinders 20 m in diameter. For the tests they mere gut to size, 
40 mm long. The granular samples were obtained by grinding several 
cylinders. 

Particularly careful sapling was required for the metallurgical coke 
which had been made An a semi-industrial coke oven at a heating flue 
temperature of 1300 C; in fact, wide fluctuations in the properties of 
the individual pieces of coke have to be expected even if they come 
from the same charge. The coke mas dry-quenched in an air-tight cham- 
ber; its ash content mas 8.08 $. The sampling method mas as follows: 
A representative sample was taken from about 150 kg of coke; this 
sample was crushed and screened into two fractions 3 - 2 mm and 1 - 0.5m 
Prom the remaining coke long lumps were selected, extending fro= the 
wall of the coke oven up to its center, and well-preserved at both ends. 
Part of these lumps mere cut into pieces so that the outer, the middle 
and the inner ends vr5re separately available and could be ground and 
screened inta the same fractions as the mean sample.,From the remain- 
ing lumps cylindrical samples were prepared, by means of a 20 mm hollow 
drill, and these cylinders =ere grouped, according to their position 
in the big l m ~ s .  The number of utilizable cylinders was rather limi- 
ted on zccount of the cracks and fissures in t& coke. 

2-2.2. :#7eight loss during high-teagerature treatment in nitroqene. 

It is well homn that coke will lose weight in inert atmosphere at 
temperatures higher than the carbonizing teqerature. It was necessary 
for us to determine the amount of this loss in order to estimate the 
weight of the error introduced into the gravimetric measurements. In 
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Fig. 8 the l o s s  of weight &s plotted vainst the time for different 
tesperatures. Setween 900 C and 1500 C the curves are similar. After 
a steeprise during the first 3 0  minutes they becomGlatte6. The loss 
of weight reaches considerable values, e.g. 10 $ at 1500 C after 
20 hours. The qualitative explanation of this phenomemn is very 
simple. Apart from after-carbonization at temperatures beyond the car- 
bonization temperature, adsorbed gases are liberated, altnough to a 
lesser degree,volafile inorganic ash components are distillated, and 
oxides in the ash are reduced by the surrounding carbon, especially at 
high tem;eratures. A quantitative determination of these different 
concomifant phenomena, however, seems hardly possible. 

2.2.3. Temperature difference between gas and coke 

In the course of our preliminary tests we found out that the temperature 
of the coke which had been attained in nitrogene fell off when carbon 
dioxide was fed to the apparatus. This fact is due to the endothermic 
character of the gasification reaction which consumes more heat than 
the quantity supplied to the coke by radiation from-the wallaf the 
oven and, to a lesser degree, by convection. FTith decreasing tempera- 
ture of the coke, the heat transfer is improved, and at a certain tem- 
perature difference radiation will be sufficient to make up for the 
heat consumed by the gasification reaction. Fig. 9 gives the resultsof 
measurements which show the difference of temperatures reigning in the 
ambient gas on the one side and in the core of the coke pieces on the 
other at different reaction temperatures. 

Up tolloo C no perceptible difference is to be observed, as the heat 
required-for the reaction at the given temperature is supplied by radia- 
tion. IYith rising temperature, however, the reaction speed increases 
rapidly and the heat consumption of the reaction ivill increase to such 
a deg6ee that a considerable temperature difference does appear. Beyond 
1400 C the curve is flattening out which indicates that the reaction 
has reached range I11 where the gasification intensity becomes a fun+ 
tion of the boundary film diffusion and is,according to equation ( 3 0 ) ,  
practically independent of the temperature. 

0 

2.2.4. Surn-off as a function of time 

The burn-off in C02 as a function of time was determined o n  cylindrical 
samples, using only the gravimetric method. It was found that at the 
same temgerature and after the same time the l o s s  of weight of the 
graphite cylinders differed very much. This is to be explained by the 
large differences of the pore volume, as mentioned above. .In range I11 
where the internal structure of the graphite cylinders is.-no longer  in- 
fluential upon the gasification reaction, these differences disappear. 

As expected, the differences of burn-off were still larger in the tests 
on coke cylinders. But here,S before, we could observe the trend that 
at high temperatures the burn-off after the same lapse of time was con- 
stant, no matter whether the smples had been taken from the middle of 
the chamber or from the wall of the oven. At lower tsmperatures it is 
always the samples taken from the middle of the chamber that sbmthe 
highest l o s s  of weight. 
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A comparison of the burn-off curves of graphite and coke leads to the 
result that for graphite the loss of weight per unit of time remains 
almost constant even after gasification of 5 0  $ of the material. In case 
of coke, a slow-down of the loss of weight per unit of time Eith pro- 
gressing combustion is clearly evident, at least up to 1200 C. It is 
most of all the coke samples taken from the middle of the chamber that 
show this trend. 

2.2.5. 

From the burn-off curves the reaction speedcan be calculated using 
equation (9). In Pig. lo? the values calculated in this way have been 
marked on an Arrhenius diagram similar to that shown in the first part 
of this paper. 

The lower curve represents the measurements made on graphite, the upper 
one on coke. The diagram shows the reaction speed at different stages 
of burn-off, ranging betBeen 1 0  and 50 $. The lower section of the grz- 
phite curve, up to 1200 C,is a straight line. From the gradient we cac 
calculate the activation energy f o r  the purely chemical reaction in 
range I; its value is 65 kcal/Mol. After a short arsh the curve adopts 
again the form of a straight line starting at 1400 C with a flat gra- 
dient. The activation energy in the range of pore diffusion, as calcu- 
lated f ron;  the gradient of this second straight part, amounts to 
34 kcal/Molc This value agrees fairly well with the theoretical postu- 
lates according to equation (17), from which it is to be expected that the 
activation energy in this range should be 50 $ of what it amounts to 
in range I. As for the conditions in the range of boundary film diffu- 
sion, the measurements made do not permit any conclusions to b e  drawn. 

The upper curve of Pig. lo shows the results of measurements made o n  
coke. In the lower part the individual values found by this method are 
so widely dispersed that nothing can be said about the activation ener,cy, 
but we come back to this question later on. It is interesting to note that 
this wrae dispersion of the individual values disappears more and more, 
This proves that the chemical reactivity of the coke samples, taken 
from the different parts of the oven, differs very much. In fact, the 
lumps taken from the middle of the oven show a higher reactivity than 
those taken from the wall. This is to be explained by the fact tht the 
final carbonization temperature reigned much longer near the wall of the 
oven which entails a higher degree of gas emission and a decrease in 
reactivity. 

Vith rising temperature &he wide dispersion of the values measured 
disappears; beyond 1350 C all points are close together and differences 
caused by the position of the samples in the coke oven are no longer 
noticeable. The conclusion to be drawn from this observation is that 
with rising temperature the importance of the chemical properties de- 
creases more and more, whereas structure and external surface become the 
dominating factors. This statement is confirmed by a comparison of the 
graphite and the coke curves which approach with rising temperature. In 
the pore dhffusion range whose starting point for electfode graphite is 
about loo 
of the gasification intensities goes down to 1.6 at 1300 C. At this 
temperature the internal structure of the coke becomes the decisive 
factor. Above 1300 C the ratio of the gasification intensities of both 
materials is about 1.5 on the average, which corresponds to the difference. 

Beactkvitg of lumps between 900 and 1500 OC. 

C higher than in the caxe of metallurgical cokg, the ratio 
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of their apparent densities. I’t seems that the measurements were carried 
out not yet entirely within the limits of range 111, i.e. the zone Of 
pure boundary film diffusion. 

2.2.6. Reactivity in dependency upon the position of the co$e in the oven 

In Fig. 1 1  we have reproduced the reactivitj. values of the fine-grained 
mean samples from the three zones of the oven as determined by the coin- 
cide gas-analytical method. It is understandable that the values obtained 
from these mean samples do not show the dispersion which was observed 
with the cylindrical samples. Here all the values measured coircide with 
the Arrhenius lines; this is true of the 3 to 2 mm as well as of the 
1 t o  0.5 mm size fraction. In both cases the reactivity increases from 
the wall of the oven towards the centre. In the preceding chapter it 
was already said that this is due to the final temperature of the coke. 
and to the length of time during which the final temperature has been 
effective. From the wall of the oven up to its centre line the reactivity 
increases by more than loo $. The results obtained from the sample re- 
presenting the whole of the charge do not agree with the sean value of 
the samples representing the three different zones of the coke oven. 
This leads to the conclusion that there is no linear relation between 
reactivity and the position of the coke in the oven. As the Arrhenius 
lines are parallel, the activation energy is the same for all measure- 
ments, irrespective of the position of the coke in the oven, namely 
67 kc all Yo1 . 
2.2.7. Relation between reactivit;y and coke size 

The theoretical considerations have made it clear that in the range of 
purely chemical reaction, i.e. range I, diffusion need not be taken 
into account. This is to say (Fig. 12) that the coke size does not matter, 
because below a certain temperature the gasifying agent (CO ) will 
reach the whole reactive surface of the coke pieces, even o? different 
diameter, without any perceptible decrease in concentration as compared 
with the ambient gas. 

The experimental values confirm the conclusions reached on theoretical 
grounds. In Pig. 1 0  we have marked o n  the graphite curve the results 
obtained from both cylindrical samples and the grandlar samples 3 - 2mm. 
In the range of temperatures examined (1000 - 1 1 0 0  
perfectly. For metallurgical coke Fig. 12 shows that the reactivihy 
measured on lumps and on granular samples is the same up to 1050 C. 
Above this temperature the cylindrical samples show the influence of 
the pore diffusion which, in the case of granular material would only 
appear after a further rise of temperpture. These results, however, are 
o n l y  valid for coke originating from the chamber wall. Similar measure- 
ments on lumps from the centre of the oven led to a wider dispersion of 
the results so that it is not possi’sle to draw exact conclusions from 
them. 

In Zig. 1 1  we have also given the results oT measurements made on gra- 
nular coke of different size. Here the finer size fraction 1 - 0.5mm, do- 
not show the same reactivity as the 3 - 2 mm fradtion. This observation 
is no argument against the theory; it finds its explanation in the treat- 
ment after sampling. The finerfcaction will always be composed 

C) the values agree 
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of unhomogeneous material. Crushing and grinding leads to a concentra- 
tion of high-ash and weaker particles, and differences are unavoidable. 
Further investigations have shown that to all appearance the ash con- 
tent is an important factor. 

i 

2.2.8. The influence of ash on reactivity. 

In a large series of tests which are still going on, we are studying 
the influence of the ash content and the ash components on the re- 
activity of the coke. Very clean coal (ash content under 0.5 $) was 
coked with selected additions. It was found that Boudouard's reaction 
is accelerated by iron oxides and CaCo , whereas Si0 will slightly 
inhibit the reaction. Very efficient i5 Ea CO . The $allowing table 
shows the first results of reactivity test2 mzde onovery clean coke, 
with or without addit&ons,at a temperature of 1050 
temperature was 1150 C in all cases. 

C; the coking 

0 Mat e ri a1 dddi tion k, at 1050 C 

Very pure coke 
W 

11 

n 

W 

- 
Si02 

Fe304 

CaC03 

Na2C03 

0.485 

0.304 

0.825 

2,78 

7.55 

For the time being we are not able to sag whether the large differen- 
ces between these values are due to catalytic or other influences. 
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EELATTON OF COKE S ' I ' R U m  TO REACXIVITY 

N. Schapiro and R. J. Gray . 
United States  S tee l  Corporation 

Applied Research Iaboratory 
Monroeville, Pa. 

1 Introiuction 

4 
coke for b l a s t - m c e  use has never been sa t i s fac tor i ly  nor completely answered. 
strength,I)* porosity, and reac t iv i ty  of coke are cer ta inly important properties that should c' 
be considered as c r i t e r i a  of coke qual i ty-  
discuss t h e  re la t ive  importance of t h e  various properties that. affect the  p e r f o m c e  of 
coke i n  t h e  b l a s t  furnace; a l l  these properties are, however, related t o  t h e  structure of coke. 

The question of what c r i t e r i a  should be used t o  determine the re la t ive  Qual i ty  of 
The size, 

It is  not w i t h i n  t h e  scope of this paper t o  

Previous investigations''') have evaluated quantitatively the structural  properties 
of coke i n  t e  of its character is t ics  and behavior in specif ic  uses. Also, qualitative 
o b s e n r a t i o n s , s )  have been made of differences in  t h e  opt ica l  properties of t h e  vaLL material 
of  cokes. , 
from amorphous t o  graphitic forms. In  carbon the  c rys ta l  structure causes directional varia-, 
t ions  in t h e  transmission or re f lec t ion  of polarized l igh t  (anismtropism). Imrestigations 
conducted at  t h e  Applied Research Laboratory have shown t h a t  coke structure as well as the 
order of c rys ta l l in i ty  of the  carbon in t h e  coke can be determined by reflectance measurements; 
When t h e  polished surface of a piece of epoxy-impregnated coke i s  scanned with a reflectance- 
measuring nicroscope, areas representing the coke walls are high i n  reflectance compared wfth 
t h e  filled pore areas of low reflectance.  Also, t h e  intensi ty  of the  reflectance from a 
w a l l  i s  dependent on t h e  rank of coa l  from which t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  coke was produced and on the  
temperature a t  which it was produced. Formerly, a mual method of  tmversing coke WES used 
t o  obtain Quslitative measurements of pore and w a l l  areas. 
t h e  continuous presence of t h e  operator, and a constant speed could not be msintained. These 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  were eliminated by the  construction of the automatic traversing device, which 
permits t h e  scanning of a specimen a t  a constant rate and thus makes possible quantitative 
measurements. 

These opt ical  properties a r e  related t o  t h e  stages i n  c rys ta l l in i ty  of the  carbon 

T5is time-consuming method required 

, 
1 , 

As par t  of a general program t o  invest igate  t h e  various properties of coke that 
could be delineated by the  use of t h i s  traversing device, studies were conducted t o  determine 
whether a significant-  correlation could be obtained with- the  instrument between coke 
s t ructure  as indicated by pore volume and t h e  reactivi y of coke. 
t h e  parameter because various workers i n  t h e  fieidg-=J have reported it t o  be a function of 
surface area and/or porosity, both of which properties are concerned with structure. 

Reactivity was chosen as 

Since coke-sample preparation is a rapid routine procedure and t h e  reflectance- 
scanning microscope is automated, it may be possible t o  obtain much valuable information On 
t h e  properties of cokes i n  a s ingle  operation. 

Ecperiment al 

The laboratory cokes used i n  this study were prepared by carbonizing a variety Of 
different-rank coals used in various coal blends i n  U. S. Stee l  operations. These coal 
samples were crushed t o  minus 8 mesh and placed in 1-1/4- by 1-1/2-inch s ta inless-s teel  
cylinders, which were then put i n t o  a preheated (1850-~) e lec t r ic  furnace in an iner t  
atmosphere. 
they w e r e  soaked f o r  an additional two hours and then cooled in  nitrogen gas. 

After the carbonized coals a t ta ined t h e  temperature of t h e  cylinder a t  1850 FI 

* See-references 
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I 

The cokes s o  produced were cut in to  halves, which were then impregnated with epoxy 1 

resin containing an opaque pigaent. 
contrast with the high-reflecting coke walls. 
was then polished for  microscopic examination. 

The low-reflecting resin f i l l e d  the coke pores, providing 
, The coke surface impregnated with the res in  

The commercial cokes used i n  the study were obtained from U. S. Steel  Corporation 
ccke plants a s  complete fingers (one-half oven pieces) from one oven push. Fingers were 
selected because they represented the extremes i n  the t i m e  and temperature conditions under 
which the cokes were produced. Fromthese fingers, portions representing the w a l l ,  t he  
center, and the inner end were removed, impregnated, and polished i n  the manner described fo r  
the laboratory-produced cokes. 

, 

The individual coke specimens prepared for  the microscope study were placed on the  
stage of the  microscope and levelled opt ical ly  t o  assure uniform focus throughout. 
of the microscope is  driven automatically and the number and length of traverses i s  
automatically controlled. 
specimen at  the ra te  of 5 microns per second (18 mm per hour), and the  y motion was set a t  
4.5 degrees. 
i s  shown i n  Figure I. A photomultfplier tube i s  attached t o  the monocular tube of the micro- 

The microscope f i e l d  of view exposed t o  
the photomlt ipl ier  i s  a .c i rcu lar  area with a diameter of 12 microns. 
photometer i s  used i n  conjunction with a recorder tha t  charts the  reflectance differences. 
The chart moves a t  the speed of 0.85 mm per second (3,048 mm per hour). Thus each millimeter 
on the specimen surface i s  represented by 169.3 mm on the recorder chart. In t h i s  study the  
w a l l  and pore areas and the  re la t ive  height of the reflectance peaks a re  measured by counting 
the actual  areas from the  recorder graphs. This method i s  adequate t o  demonstrate t he  tech- 
nique i n  t h i s  stage of development. However, for  future work an integrator  w i l l  be ins ta l led  
tha t  w i l l  make this calculation automatically. 

The stage 

The x motion or pr incipal  direct ion of t r ave l  was set t o  move the 

I 
z The instrument arrangement used i n  the  automatic recording of coke microstructure 

'scope and i s  used t o  sense reflectance differences. 
The@o~mul t ip l ie r  

, 
B 

! 

\ The measurement of  the extent of reaction (weight-loss) of the solid coke with CO;! 
a t  a controfied temperature i s  defined as  react ivi ty .*  The conditions used for  each deter-  
minstion were (1) temperature, 2,000 F; (2 )  atmosphere, 100 percent CCQ a t  2.5 l i t e r s  per 
minute; ( 3 )  par t ic le  size,  minus 4 plus 6 mesh; and (4 )  sample weight, 1 . 5  grams (2  0.0050 
gram). A thermogravimetric u n i t  was used t o  determine the reac t iv i ty  of the  coke samples. 
Each crushed coke sample was placed on a basket with an 80-mesh platinum screen bottom and 
suspended i n  the uniform-temperature zone of the  platinum-rhodium-wound furnace. 
basket was suspended from the l e f t  pan of an Ainsworth balance. 
changes a t  the conditions i n  the furnace, and a Bris tol  recorder connected t o  the balance 
recorded the weight change a s  a function of time. 
ash-free basis (daf) and corrected fo r  the incremental loss of vo la t i l e  matter. 
i n i t i a l  portion of the weight loss-time curve, whiFh i s  essent ia l ly  linear, was considered 
t o  be the most significant, the weight l o s s  i n  30 minutes was used a s  a parameter of 
react ivi ty .  

The platinum 
The balance sensed the  

The weight l o s s  was calculated on the  dry, 
Because the 

Results and Discussion 

photomicrographs of surface sections of the laboratory cokes prepared from four 
d i f fe ren t  ranks of coal used i n  various U. S. S tee l  coal blends fo r  metallurgical-coke pro- 
duction a re  shown i n  Figure 2 t o  il-hmtrate structural differences i n  the  cokes; it can be 
observed tha t  the coke produced from -side coal  contains very th in  walls and large pore 
area, whereas the cokes from higher-rank coals such as Pittsburgh and Pra t t  contain thicker  
walls and less pore area. However, cokes produced from Pocahontas Ao. 3 coals approach 
Sunnyside i n  pore volume. Photomicrographs of the various forms of carbons i n  these same coke 

* The react ivi ty  data used i n  this presentation were supplled by K. K. Kappmeyer of t h e  
u. s. Steel  @plied Research Laboratory. 

A 
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i 
samples at higher magnification are shown i n  Figure 3 t o  indicate- t h e  relation of carbon forms 
i n  coke t o  the  rank of t he  coal used i n  its preparation. The cokes from high-rank c a  
a s  Pocahontas No. 3 under polarized reflected l i gh t  show extreme anisotropic e f fec ts  Kith the  
appearance of a sinuous structure and high reflectance. 
as  Sunnyside show carbon forms that areikotropic and have low reflectance. 

' 
The cokes from lower-rank coal such 

I n  t h e  Laboratory cokes, t he  degree of anisotropism was d e d  as a measure of the 
types of carbon present. 
unequal veloci t ies  i n  different  directions.  Cokes dispLaying different  degrees of aniso- 
tropism appear smooth, granular, or sinuous in polarized Ught.  Therefore, t he  degree of 
anisotropism and the  surface texture of the coke are used t o  ident i fy  the  stage of coalifica- 
t i on  of t he  coal from which the  coke was produced. 

~ 

Optically anisotropic substances transmit or re f lec t  l i gh t  i n  

1 
Since organic Fnerts do not become f lu id  during carbonization, they remain virtually 

isotropism i n  cokes produced from coals of a l l  ranks except the  marginal-coking high-volatile 
Isotropic in coals of all ranks. 

coals. 

Thus the  amount of orgmic ine r t s  can be determined by the 

F'igure 4 shows photamicrographs of iner t s  incorporated in to  the  coke walls. 

A graph o f t h e  reflectance and re la t ive  anisotropism of the principal carbon form 
from each of t h e  seven laboratory cokes is  shown i n  Figure 5. 
the  order of increasing rank of the  coals from which they were derived. 
minimum reflectance o f  the  subject material was measured by revolving the  sample on a micro- 
scope stage through 360 degrees with the  polar iz ier  s e t  a t  45 degrees. 
t he  carbon materials increases as t h e  spread between the maxhm and min imum reflectance 
increases as shown by the  peabs and troughs. 
quantitative determination of anisotropism. 
reflectance is  proportional t o  t h e  amount of anisotropism. 

The samgles are arranged in  
The maximum and 

The anisotropism of 

Thus, the reflectance measurements provide a 
Furthermore, the  graph shows tha t  the maximum 

When polished surfaces of t he  various cokes are traversed a t  a constant ra te  v t t h  I 

a continuously recording reflectance microscope, a pat tern i s  obtained that shovs the  low- 
ref lect ing pore areas and the  high-reflecting w a l l  area. 
reflectance is  dependent upon the  rank of the  coal and carbonization conditions. Exanrples 
of t he  prof i les  obtained i n  t ravers ing the coke surfaces of two cokes produced from high- 
and low-rank coals are sham i n  Figure 6. 
pore area is displaced t o  the  r igh t  of the ve r t i ca l  base line because of the occurrence of ' 
portions of both w a l l  and pore area i n  the same f i e l d  of view. 4 
differences i n  structure and i n  the  rank of the coals used t o  produce the cokes. The coke 1 

produced from Sunnyside coal has large pore areas, indicated by the large ver t ica l  spaces 1 
between the  peaks. 1 
peaks. In  contrast ,  the  coke f r o m  Pocahontas No. 3 coal show qmaller but numerous pore I 
areas, 8 8  indicated by the short ve r t i ca l  distance betveen the peaks. 
high, as indicated by t he  greater length of the  horizontal  peaks. 
verif'y quantitatively the  differences i n  structures observed i n  Figure 2 and the  differences 
i n  the  forma of carbon observed i n  F i g u n  3. 

The Fntensity or magnitude of the 

The approximate division between the  w a l l  and t h e  

These two prof i les  show the 

The refLectance i s  low, as indicated by the re la t ive ly  short horizontal 

The reflectance is 
The prof i les  thus obtained I 

1 Since the objective of this phase of the  program of characterizing coke was t o  

.j 
establ ish whether relationship could be obtained between coke reac t tv i ty  and the  coke 
structure and carbon forms as obtained by reflectance measurements, seven samples of laborat0 
Produced coke that had p r s i o u s l y  been tes ted for reac t iv i ty  were analyzed for structure. 

Fromthe graphic prof i les  obtained, the  pore volume of each of the cokes was 
calculated; and this value was then plotted against the rank of the  CodL6 used t o  produce the 
cokes. 
curve obtained by plot t ing the  rank of the  coals from W c h  cokes w e r e  produced against the 

This plo t  i s  shown i n  Figure 7. The curve obtained was almost ident ical  with the 
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I 
react ivi ty  of these same cokes as s h m  i n  Figure 8. Since both the  reac t iv i ty  of coke and 
the  s t ructure  of coke a r e  re lated i n  t h e  same m e r  t o  coal rank, it was logical  therefore 
t o  assume tha t  t h e  structure of coke, as defined by pore volume, would be related t o  the 
react ivi ty  Of the coke. 
of the  same cokes; the resul t ing curve i s  shown i n  Figure 9. 
strong relationship exists between the  reac t iv i ty  of coke and the  structure of the coke as 
defined by pore volume, and tha t  t h e  react ivi ty  is greatest  i n  cokes from low-rank coals, 
least from medium-rank coals, and intermediate from high-rank coals. 

, 

The pore volume of these cokes was then plot ted against the reac t iv i ty  ' 

I 
This curve demonstrates that a 

I 

This relationship between structure and reac t iv i ty  was established on the  basis  of 
cokes produced from individual coals of different  rank. To determine, therefore, whether the  
same relationship held for cokes produced from blends of diffdrent-rank coals (such a s  are 
normally used in making metallurgical coke), samples of U. S. S tee l  coke-plant cokes t h a t  a r e  
made from blends of two or more coals of different  rank were analyzed. Photomicrographs of 
sections of the four cokes analyzed for  structure are  shown i n  Figure 10. Examination of 
these photographs indicates tha t  plant coke A contains th in  coke walls and large void areas  
and i s  similar t o  the coke from low-rank coals, which comprises 76 percent of the t o t a l  coal 
blend a t  Plant A. In contrast, plant coke D shows thick c e l l  walls and much less pore area. 

,The carbon forms present i n  the  commercial cokes a r e  similar t o  those of the  cokes made from 
individual coals making up the  blends; they a re  shown i n  Figure U,. 

I 
i 

Graphic prof i les  of these same four cokes obtained with the reflectance microscope 
are  shown i n  Figure l.2. 
structure and carbon forms of the  various cokes. In  general, the  structure and carbon forms 
follow those of t h e  cokes made from individual coals. For example, the  c e l l  structure of 
plant coke A i s  characterized primarily by t h i n  walls and large pore area because of the  large 
amount of low-rank coal i n  t h e  blend. 

Examination of these prof i les  indicates the  difference i n  both 
'\ 

'\\ 
i When the  reflectance i s  measured i n  a transect of a prepared coke surface, t h e  
'carbons derived from the individual coals remain d is t inc t  so  t h a t  the distribution, t h e  size,  
and the structure of the individual carbon par t ic les  can be determined. In  addition, t h e  
efficiency of the blending with reference t o  amount, size,  distribution, and fusion 
characterist ics of the individual carbon structures i n  the coke can be assessed. 

Plot t ing the pore volume as obtained fromthe graphic prof i le  against the reac t iv i ty  
of these same cokes, a relationship similar t o  t h a t  found f o r  cokes from individual coals of 
different  rads was obtained, see Figure 13. 
preponderance of low-rank coals have the  greatest  pore volume and also the highest react ivi ty .  
Plant coke B exhibits both high reac t iv i ty  and large pore volume because the coal blend 
consists of 4.0 percent low-volatile coal, which i s  of high rank and when used alone produces 
coke of re lat ively high react ivi ty .  
pore volume primarily because of the  large amount of medium-volatile coal i n  the  blend. 

The data indicate t h a t  the  cokes made from a 

Plant coke C shows re la t ive ly  l o w  react ivi ty  and smaller 

It i s  the opinion of the  authors tha t  an even be t te r  correlation would be obtained 
between pore volume and reac t iv i ty  i f  the temperature a t  which t h e  cokes were carbonized were 
taken in to  consideration. Plant coke D is  carbonized a t  temperatures higher than those used 
a t  other U. S. Steel coke plants, whereas plant coke A is  carbonized a t  the  lowest temperatures. 
High f ina l  coke temperatures reduce reactivity,  increase the reflectance of t h e  coke walls, - 
and may affect  the relat ive proportion of the dense wall and more porous inner oven coke. 
For example, coke taken from the inner and outer portions of an oven a t  Plant D were analyzed 
for  react ivi ty  and pore volume. 
and time a t  a given temperature than the cokes from the outer or w a l l  portion of the oven, 
showed both higher react ivi ty  and greater pore volume than the  outer portion sample. 
effects of temperature and time on coke s t ructure  thus appear s ignif icant  and warrant 
further investigation. 

The inner oven coke, which i s  exposed t o  lower temperature 

The 
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This investigation has established a relationship between t h e  react ivi ty  prope&y 

Lov-rank 
As t h e  

of coke and i ts  structure as  defined by pore volume. 
of coke are  dependent upon the rank of t he  coal from which t he  coke vas produced. 
coal produces coke having the highest pore volume and thus the  greatest reactiv€ty. 
coal rank increases, t he  pore volume and therefore the react ivi ty  of t h e  coke decreases t o  
the ntinhum. 
Blends of coals produce coke with pore volumes and reac t iv i t ies  dependent upon the  rank and 
amount of the  individual coals n d d n g  up the  blend. 

The structure and hence the reactivity '' 

High-rank c o d a  produce coke of intermediate pore volume and reactivity.  

1 

%e temperature and t i m e  a l s o  affect  t h e  pore volume and t he  react ivi ty  of a 1 
p a r t i c u h r  coke. These effects  w i 3 l  be studied and reported Fn t he  future. 
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Figure 1. The equipment for  automatic photometric scanning 
of coke specimens consists of  a photometer ( A ) ,  
a photomultiplier sensing uni t  (B) ,  an Ortholux 
microscope ( C ) ,  an automatic stage-drive unit ( D )  
and controls ( E ) ,  and a s t r ip-chart  recorder (F ) .  

SUNNYSIDI PITISBURGH 

Figure 2.  Coke from Sunnyside coal has v e r y t h i n  coke walls 
and much pore area, whereas coke from h iae r - r ank  
coals such a s  Pittsburgh and Pratt has thicker 
walls and l e s s  pore area.  Coke produced from the 
low-volatile Pocahontas No.  3 coal approaches t h a t  
from the  Sunnyside coal i n  that  it contains mch 
pore area. Surface sections of coke. Polarized 
reflected l i gh t ,  X 5 O .  
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Figure 3. Sumgside coke i s  low-reflecting and isotropic  . ' '  / 

(smooth), whereas higher-rank coals such as 
Pittsburgh and Pratt produce cokes with high 
reflectance that show pin-point e f fec ts  of 
anisotropism. The coke f'rom t h e  low-volatile 
Pocahontas No. 3 coal  is highly ref lectant  and 
shows extreme ribbonlike anisotropism. Surface 
sections of coke. Polarized ref lected l ight ,  
x350. 

M E D I U M  VOLATILE L O W  VOLATILE 

Figure 4. Organic i n e r t s  (01) do not fuse during carbonization 
and remain v i r t u a l l y  isotropic i n  coals of a l l  ranks. 
Inorganic i n e r t s  (11) are  eas i ly  recognizable i n  coke. 
Polarized ref lected l igh t ,  X350. 
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Figure 5 .  Reflectance i n  polarized l i gh t  f o r  one 360-degree 
revolution on a s ingle  carbon form i n  the following 
coke samples; arranged i n  order of increasing rank 
1, Sunnyside 4. ~ a r y  Lee 
2. Pittsburgh 5 .  Pra t t  
3. Pittsburgh 6. Pocahontas Nos. 3 & 4 

7. Pocahontas No. 3 

I SUNNYSIOE POCAHONTAS NO 3 

CELL WALL CELL WALL 

0 5 10 14 0 I 10 14 
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Figure 6. Graphic p r o f i l e  of indicated cokes showing (1) 
variat ions i n  reflectance of d i f fe ren t  carbon 
forms and (2)  w a l l  and pore areas = 
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Figure 7- Relation of coke pores t o  t he  rank of the coal  
from which the  coke was produced. 

SUNNISlOE 

I 

Figure 8. Relation of r e a c t i f i t y  and coal rank for 
laboratory cokes. 
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Figure 9.  Relation of weight loss t o  coke pores a t  
indicated conditions f o r  laboratory cokes. 

Figure 10, The coke from Plant A contains t h i n  coke w a l l s  
and much pore area, whereas the cokes from 
Plants B, C, and D show thickening coke walls 
and decreasing pore area. 
light, X50. 

Polarized reflected 

PLANT C PLANT D 
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PLANT 0 

P L A N T  C P L A N 1  D 

Figure 11. The plant  cokes were produced from blends of 
e i ther  high- and low-volatile coals or high-, 
medium-, a d  low-volatile coals. The carbon 
forms representing the different  coals a re  
i l l u s t r a t ed  by the  anisotropic effects .  The 
coke from high-volatile coal  i s  isotropic  (smooth), 
the coke from medium-valatile coal shows pin-point 
anisotropism, and the  coke from low-volatile coal 
shows ribbonlike anisotropism. Polarized reflected 
l ight ,  X350. 

Figure 12. Graphic p ro f i l e s  of plant cokes showing (1) 
variations in  reflectance due t o  different  
carbon forms and (2) w a l l  and pore areas-  
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. C O I E  PORES, p.~c.nt 

Figure 13.  Relation of weight ,loss t o  coke pores a t  
indicated conditions f o r  plant  cokes. 
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